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CHAP.       L 

Departure  from  Batavia — Meteorological  ob 
fervations  jnade  in  different  latitudes  wher^ 
the  winds  are  regulated  by  the  feafons,,  and 
inferences  drawn  from  them — tiautical  de~ 
fcription  of  the  ijland  of  Bombay — anchor » 
age  on  the  coafl  of  this  if  and, 

WE  failed  for  Bombay  and  Siirat  on 
the  2d  of  Auguft  1769,  left  Milles 
ifles  on  the  ilarboard,  and  Plonduras  with  Its 
adjacent  iflands  on  our  larboard ;  and  at  the 
approach  of  night  found  we  had  cleared  their 
feveral  rocks.  In  the  courfe  of  the  night 
we  doubled  Bantam,  and  entered  the  flreights 
of  the  Sound,  and  upon  the  return  of  day 
had  left  Towards-Pcper  confidcrablyallern 
Vol.  II,  B  '         of 
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of  US.  Having  ftood  fouthward,  in  order 
to  pafs  between  Prince's  Ifland  and  the 
coaft  of  Java,  where  we  took  in  frefh  wa- 
ter, we  fhaped  our  courfe  W.  and  S.  W. 
till  we  reached  the  latitude  of  twelve  de- 
grees ;  and  then  ftood  W.  The  wind, 
which  had  continued  invariably  in  the  S. 
and  S.  S.  W.  as  we  approached  the  meri- 
dian of  the  Maldive  iilands,  fliifted  to  the 
E.  and  E.  S.  E. 

Having  pafled  between  the  iilands  of 
Amarante,  which  we  could  not  diftinguiflj, 
we  flood  W.  N.  W.  then  N.  W.;  and, 
reaching  the  latitude  of  fix  degrees,  under 
the  meridian  of  the  iiland  of  Bourbon,  fleered 
towards  the  north.  The  wind  had  blown 
conllantly  from  the  E.  and  E.  S.  E.  but 
here  it  began  to  die  away,  and  continued 
very  moderate  till  we  reached  the  feventh 
degree  of  northern  latitude,  where  we  had 
for  feveral  days  calms  and  ftorms  alternate- 
ly; after  which  the  wind  fliifted  to  the 
weft. 

Having  been  in  exaiflly  firailar  climates 

previoufly  to  my  arrival  in  the  PhiHppine 

illes,  I  was  now,  for  the  fecond  time,  in  thofe 

8  reeions 
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regions  at  fea  where  the  winds  are  regulated 
by  the  feafons ;  and  therefore  fliall  take  the 
liberty  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  this 
fiibje(5t. 

In  the  firft  place,  lobfervedin  the  ocean, 
as  well  as  in  the  South  and  Indian  feas,  that 
the  wind  blew,  without  any  variation,  from 
the  eaft  when  we  were  near  the  tropics ; 
but  that  it  varied  from  the  dired  point  to- 
wards the  north  or  fouth,  according  to  the 
precife  latitude  of  the  fliip.  I  have  like- 
wife  obferved  in  all  countries  whatever,  that 
when  the  Iky  is  fercne  the  eaft  or  eafterly 
winds  are  much  more  frequent  than  thofe 
of  the  weft;  that  a  north-weft  wind  in  a 
northern,  and  fouth-weft  in  a  fouthern  lati- 
tude, are  the  attendants  of  fine  weather; 
but  that  the  wind  no  fooner  fhifts  into  the 
north-weft  under  a  fouthern,  or  into  the 
fouth-weft  under  a  northern  latitude,  than 
we  are  with  equal  probability  to  expedt 
ra'in.  That  with  a  fouth-eaft  wind  in  a 
northern,  and  north-eaft  in  a  fouthern  lati- 
tude, we  may  generally  expert  rain ;  while 
the  north-eaft  north,  and  fouth-eaft  fouth 
of  the  line,  arc  the  ordinary  forerunners  of 
fair  weather. 

B  2  lob- 
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I  obferved  in  America,  at  the  Philippine 
ifles,  and  I  know  the  fame  thing  happens 
on  the  coaft  of  India,  whither  I  am  bound, 
that  during  the  rainy  feafon  the  wind  blows 
conflantly  from  the  quarter  of  the  weft. 
This  feafon  fets  in  at  all  places  between 
the  tropics  and  the  line,  upon  the  fun's 
approaching  the  zenith  of  their  refpedlive 
chmates.  Thus  the  fun  having  crofTed  the 
equator  in  his  progrefs  northward,  the 
rains  begin  to  fall  in  all  regions  vilited  by 
his  vertical  rays  -,  while  the  correfponding 
parts  of  the  globe  fouth  of  the  line  enter 
into  their  dry  feafon.  And  in  the  fame 
manner  when  thofe  fouthern  climates  have 
their  rain,  the  northern  enjoy  their  fair  wea- 
ther. This  regular  courfe,  however,  ob- 
ferved by  the  rain  and  weft  winds,  only 
extends  to  coafts  and  mainlands,  or  to  feas, 
which,  from  their  contiguity  to  thefe,  ftiare 
in  all  the  accidents  attendant  upon  their 
nature  and  lituation. 

Between  the  tropics  the  eaft  or  trade 
winds  blow  all  round  the  globe  with  no 
other  interruption  than  what  is  occafioned 

by 
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by  vapours  exhaled  by  the  fun's  rays,  when 
he  approaches  the  zenith  of  a  particular 
climate ;  and  then  the  wind  iliifts  its  direc- 
tion from  eaft  to  weft.  In  the  Eaft  Indies 
thefe  winds  are  known  by  the  name  of 
monfoonsi  in  the  Antilles  and  Ille  of 
France,  by  that  of  hivernage ;  and  on  the 
coafts  of  America,  Africa,  China,  and  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  Arabian  and  Perfian 
feas,  by  that  of  the  rainy  feafon.  In  fliort, 
I  have  obferved,  that  commonly  in  all  high 
latitudes  continued  rains  are  accompanied 
with  wefterly  winds. 

The  wind  being  now  decidedly  in  the 
weft,  w^e  ftood  N.  N.  E.  and  afterwards 
N.  E.  till  we  came  to  the  latitude  of  four- 
teen degrees.  Here  we  kept  the  cap  in 
the  E.  N.  E.  with  the  wind  in  the  N.  W.; 
and  as  we  imagined  we  were  approach- 
ing the  found,  we  hove  the  lead,  and  found 
feventy  fathoms  water  on  a  fandy  bottom. 
Having  fhaped  our  courfe  towards  the  eaft, 
we  quickly  difcovered  land,  which  we  found 
to  be  the  mountains  of  Baflcin,  and  foon 
came  in  view  of  Carangear  and  the  ifle  of 
Bombay;  and  as  we  had  thirty  fathoms 
B  3  water 
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water  we  ftood  diredly  for  the  point  of 
Malabar.     Night  came  on,  and  we  conti- 
nued to  purfue  the  fame  courfe  till  eleven, 
Avhen  the  water  fliallowing  to  twelve  fa- 
thoms, with  the  wind  at  N.  W.  we  kept 
as  clofe  as  poffible  to  the  W.  S.W.    We 
flood  in  this  dangerous  direction  till  near 
five  in  the  morning,  which,  to  thofc  who 
are  acquainted  with  our   precife  fituation, 
will  appear  a  great  deal  too  long.     Having 
been  carried  by  a  rapid  current  greatly  to- 
wards the  fouth,  at  break  of  day  we  found 
ourfelves  immediately  under  ChaoiiL     This 
is  a  round  hill  fituatcd  on   the  mainland, 
bearing  fouth  from  the  entrance  of  Bom- 
bay i  and  confequently  we  had  fallen  confi- 
derably  to  leeward.     We  attempted  to  re- 
cover the  advantage  we  had  loft  by  tacking; 
but  the  wind,  which  blew  conftantly  from 
the  N.  W.  and  W.  N.  W.  having  frefhened, 
we  were  driven  about  for  the  fpace  of  two 
days.     Finding  we  had  proviiions  only  for 
three  more,  it  was  propofed  to  put  into  a  fort 
of  harbour  named  Rajapour,  fituated  in  a 
bay   of  the  mainland;  but  befides  that   it 
might  be  particularly  critical  at  prefent,  as 

the 
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the  periQ'^  of  the  weft  wind^  was  drawing  to 
a  dole,  we  knew  very  little  of  the  accommo- 
dation it  afforded  to  fliipping.  It  was  there- 
fore propofed  that  we  ihould  proceed  and  lay- 
in  provihons  at  Goaj  but  as  the  weft  wind 
flill  prevailed,  it  was  found  that  if  we  em- 
braced this  refolution  we  fliould  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  croliing  the  hne  once  more,  in 
order  to  fall  in  with  a  wind  favourable  for 
Bombay  j  a  circumftance  which  would  tend 
greatly  to  protradt  our  voyage.  In  the  mean 
time  the  v/ind  ihifted  to  the  fouth-weft,  and 
blew  very  frefli ;  when  direding  our  courfe 
a  little  towards  the  north,  in  five  days  it  be- 
came calm,  and  the  wind  fhifting  from 
the  S.  E.  to  the  W.  N.  W.  we  again  came 
in  view  of  Chaoul  and  Carangear :  and  in 
a  Ihort  time  faw  the  light-houfe  and 
v/hite  rounds  of  Old  Women  Ifland.  Thefe 
white  rounds  are  buildings  ereded  with 
arcades,  in  a  circular  form,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  beacons,  and  appear  like  fo  many 
large  pigeon-houfes  which  have  been  lately 
^vhite-wa{hed.  They  ftand  on  a  low  flrip 
of  land,  which  ftretches  fouth  from  the  iile 
of  Bcrr.bay,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of 
B  4  Old 
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Old  Women  Iiland.  On  the  ifland  of 
Bombay  are  beacons  of  a  fimilar  kind; 
whilll:  one  of  the  city  churches,  and  the 
little  town  of  Maheim,  are  alio  employed  as 
guides  to  the  mariner.  Maheim  lies  N.  W. 
of  the  iiland,  and  varies  in  its  appearance 
by-  reaibn  of  fome  very  tall  trees,  which 
ferve  to  point  it  out  to  our  notice. 

At  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  fouth- 
weft  from  the  iiland  of  Bombay,  we  had  fif- 
teen fathoms  water ;  and  having  taken  a  pi- 
lot on  board,  we  failed  eaflward,  in  order  to 
double  a  reef  of  rocks  at  the  point  of  Old 
Women  Iiland,  which  ftretch  in  two 
branches  fouth-eafl:  and  fouth-weft  a  league 
into  the  fea.  In  paffing  thefe  rocks  we  kept 
at  a  league  and  a  half's  dillance  from  the 
fhore,  but  then  veered  round,  putting  the 
cap  in  the  N.  E.  and  afterwards  in  the  N. 
N.  E.  being  at  the  fame  time  extremely 
careful  not  to  approach  the  coaft  of  Bombay 
nearer  than  feven  fathoms  water.  We  left 
on  our  right  the  rocks  Sunqucn  and  Droven, 
both  of  them  being  within  the  point  at 
the  light-houfe  of  Old  Women  Iiland. 
That  of  Sunqr.cn  is  the  Qutermoft  and  far- 
theft 
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theft  advanced   into   the  fea,   and   confe- 
quently  the  moft  dangerous  to  navigation  ; 
it  lies  in  a  dire(ft  line  with  the  north  baf- 
tion  of  the  fort,  and  a  houfe  named  Mafla- 
gon.     This  building  is  kept  in  repair,  and 
white-waflied  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
purpofe  of  a  beacon;  and  may  be  diftin- 
guifhed  by  its  fquare  form,  and  its  being 
fituated  on  an  eminence  N.E.  from  the  city 
of  Bombay.     The  rock  Droven  is  near  the 
land,  and  in  the  direction  of  a  wood  of  co- 
coa-trees on  Old  Women  Ifland,  and  a  tall 
cocoa-trunk  N.  W.  from  th^  fort.     This 
wood  of  cocoa-trees  fliould  be  made  to  open 
a  little   in   the  weft,   I  mean  to  ftiift  their 
pofition  a  little  weft  of  the  above-mentioned 
cocoa-trunk,  which  is  kept  ftanding  for  this 
purpofe  alone.     It  was  impolTible  for  us  to 
difcover  this  rock  without  failing  too  near 
the  fliore ;  and  therefore  fteering  N.  and  N. 
and  a  quarter  E,  we  left  a  little  ifland  nam- 
ed Crofs  on  our  left,  at  a  very  fmall  diftance. 
As  foon  as  we  got  into  the  road,  we  coafted 
the  ifland  of  Bombay  at  the  diftance  of  a 
ftone's  caft  from  the  beach.     I  have  only 
onQ  further  obfervation,  in  the  way  of  cau- 
tion 
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tlon  to  the  pilot  in  approaching  this  fhorc, 
and  that  ii,  to  be  on  his  guard  againft  an- 
other rock,  called  Middle -Ground,  which 
is  iituated  E.  and  a  quarter  S.  E.  at  the  dil- 
tance  of  a  fliort  league  from  the  church  of 
Bombay,  The  ihips  come  to  anchor  be- 
tween this  rock  and  the  fhore,  dole  to  the 
town,  which  tliey  may  approach  to  a  dif- 
tance  within  the  reach  of  the  voice,  with 
perfed:  fafety. 

Old  Women  Ifland  is  feparated  from  the 
ille  of  Bombay  only  by  a  reef  of  rocks,  which 
are  never  wholly  under  water,  except  dur- 
ing high  tides ;  and  even  then,  though  the 
Lland  is  on  a  level  with  the  furface  of  the 
water,  fiill  it  is  extremely  difficult  of  accefs, 
from  the  dangerous  rocks  with  which  it  is 
ilirrounded.  The  communication  between 
Old  Women  Ifland  and  Bombay  lies  en- 
tirely under  the  eye  of  a  battery.  W^e  now 
obferved  the  glacis  of  the  city,  v/hofe  walls 
border  on  the  fea,  and  at  the  fame  time  a 
couple  of  battei-ies  placed  in  the  front  of  the 
glacis.  The  top  of  the  ditch,  befides  being 
under  a  baftion,  is  fecured  by  a  work  more 
particularly  intended  for  its  defence.     The 

cannon 
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cannon  of  this  baft  ion  and  its  curtine,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the  oppolite  baftion,  with  a  double 
battery,  by  which  the  former  are  flanked,  are 
all  meant  for  the  protedion  of  the  bay. 

There  is  a  creek  occafionally  ufed  as  a 
harbour,  on  the  confines  of  which  ftand  an 
arfenal,  dry  docks,  and  houfes  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  company's  fcrvants. 
The  city  wall,  interrupted  by  the  principal 
harbour,  re-appears  at  this  little  creek,  and 
extends  all  the  way  to  a  fort  which  was 
erected  by  the  Portuguefe.  This  city, 
though  Well  fortified  on  the  fide  of  the  fea, 
is  in  but  an  indifferent  ftate  of  defence  to- 
wards the  land,  being  only  inclofed  by  a 
plain  wall  mounted  with  a  number  of  pi- 
tiful little  baftions.  It  is  furrounded  how- 
ever by  a  very  deep  ditch,  and  a  glacis,  kept 
in  excellent  repair,  befides  which  feveral  of 
the  gates  have  the  additional  advantage  of 
half-moons.  There  is  in  its  vicinity  an 
eminence  named  Hongary,  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  of  the  greateft;  importance  to 
the  fecurity  of  Bombay. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     II. 

"pefcr'ipthn  of  the  city  and  ifiand  of  Bombay, 

— The  Author  tales  a  pajfage  from  thence 

to  Surat. — The  harbour  and  city  of  Sura f 

defer ibed. — Partitidars  relative  to  the  dif^ 

ferent  tribes  of  Gei.  too  India Jis, 

THE  city  of  Bombay,  though  popu-» 
lous,  and  containing  a  number  of 
hanclfome  houfes,  is  for  the  greatcft  part  ill 
built  and  irregular.  The  principal  fuburbs 
are  Hongc.ry  and  PalmiCyra,  the  laft  of 
which  is  crouded  with  Induns,  and  by  far 
the  moft  plea  fan  t. 

The  illand  is  in  general  extremely  nar- 
row, not  exceeding  in  fome  places  half  a 
league ;  but  fpreads  out  to  a  confiderable 
extent  in  the  quarter  of  Maheim.  It  is  ex- 
,tremely  flcep,  fjrrounded  with  rocks  con- 
fifting  of  gravel  combined  with  a  little 
earth,  and  is  every  where  difficult  of  accefs, 
not  excepting  even  the  bay,  particularly  at 
low  water.     The  inland  country,  though 

not 
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not  ver}^  higli,  is  for  the  moft  part  of  an  un- 
even and  rugged  furface.  But  the  excel- 
lent accommodation  it  affords  to  fliipping, 
by  which  it  is  rendered  the  firft  harbour 
on  the  mainland  of  India,  and  not  the  ad;^ 
vantages  of  its  foil,  was  tlie  great  induce- 
ment to  fettle  on  this  ifland.  It  is  a  ftrong 
hold,  of  infinite  importance  to  the  Englifh, 
and  indeed  may  be  confidered  as  the  balls 
of  that  exteniive  dominion  they  have  found 
means  to  eflablifli  in  this  part  of  th^  world. 

The  fterility  of  its  foil  renders  living  at 
Bombay  difficult  and  expenfive ;  the  Eng- 
liQi,  however,  are  fupplied  with  provi- 
fions  by  the  Marrattas  of  Salfet,  Balfein, 
and  other  parts  of  the  mainland.  The  late 
extenfion  of  the  Englifli  boundaries  in  thcfe 
regions  has  greatly  enhanced  the  value,  as 
well  as  added  to  the  fecurity,  of  this  fettle- 
ment. 

The  vefTel  on  board  which  I  took  my 
paiTage  from  Batavia  having  now  accom- 
pliihed  her  bufincfs  at  this  port,  I  refolved 
to  take  a  palTage  in  her  to  Surat ;  and  ac- 
cordingly we  weighed,  and  got  under  fail 
the  25th  of  September,  The  wind  blow- 
ing 
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ing  almoft  fair  into  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour, we  were  obliged  to  tack ;  and  on  this 
occafion  two  reefs  of  rocks,  which  extend 
confiderably  into  the  fea,  and  which  are 
named  Carangear's  Feet,  and  the  Rock  of 
Chaoul,  from  fome  hills  in  their  vicinity, 
gave  us  much  uneafinefs.  Chaoul  is  a  large 
high  hill,  nearly  of  a  circular  form,  and 
is  fituated  on  the  mainland  fouth  from 
Bombay.  Carangear  is  likewife  a  pretty 
high  hill,  ftanding  on  a  little  ifland  nearer 
the  mainland  than  that  of  Bombay.  It 
rifes  in  the  form  of  two  pyramidal  fe6tions, 
which  prefent  an  eliptic  curve,  and  are  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  each  other  by  the  Great 
and  Little  Carangear. 

Having  doubled  the  rocky  points  of  Old 
Women  Ifland,  we  fliaped  a  N.  N.  W. 
courfe,  in  twelve  fathoms  water.  The  land 
breeze,  which  came  from  the  S.  E.  was 
very  inconfiderable,  while  that  from  the 
N.  W.  and  confequently  againil  us,  was 
much  more  powerful.  But  at  length,  af- 
ter being  carried  greatly  towards  the  fouth, 
and  much  retarded  by  currents,  tides,  and 
winds,  we  came,  on  the  eighth  day,  in  view 

of 
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of 'Gape  St.  John,  which  forms  the  entrance 
to  the  gulph  of  Cambaia.  The  fituation 
of  this  gulph  may  be  afcertained  by  the 
peak  of  St.  John,  which  is  a  little  diftance 
fouth  of  it,  and  is  formed  by  a  part  of  a 
mountain,  in  the  fliape  of  a  needle,  detach- 
ed from  the  main  body.  Next  day  we 
doubled  the  cape,  but  at  the  diftance  of 
four  leagues,  in  order  to  avoid  the  rocks  in 
its  vicinity. 

We  kept  in  foundings  of  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  fathoms  water,  carefully  avoiding 
thofe  of  twelve  on  the  fide  of  the  main,  as 
they  border  on  a  reef  of  dangerous  rocks, 
which  ftretch  up  the  middle  of  the  gulph. 
We  fteered  acrofs  a  curvature,  formed  by 
a  fweep  of  the  Marratta  and  Damum  coafls, 
and  on  the  6th  of  September  faw  the  flip- 
ping which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  harbour 
of  Surat.  Next  day  we  entered  the  road, 
and  came  to  moorings  in  ten  fathoms  wa- 
ter, on  a  bottom  of  clay.  This  is  a  very 
large  and  beautiful  road,  but  cxpofed  to 
every  wind,  and  at  too  great  a  diftance 
from  the  land. 

In 
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In  the  prefent  feafon,  the  fea  runs  with 
much  lefs  violence  than  either  at  Bombay 
or  in  the  gulph ;    but  during    the   rainy 
months,  befides  the  adjacent  grounds  being 
completely  overflowed,   it  is   impoiTible  to 
lie  at  anchor  in  the  road,  on  account  of  a 
flrong  current,  the  inundations  of  the  river, 
and  the  very  high  winds   that  fet  in  from 
the  ocean.     The  moft  convenient  ilation 
for  fhipping  is  at  a  village  lituated  on  the 
right  fide,  and  about  the  diftance  of  a  league 
from  the  point  of  the  firil:  bank  of  the  river. 
The  city  of  Surat  ftands  on  the  left,  about 
five  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
In  the  dry  feafon  it  is  only  navigable  fo 
high   up  to  fmall  veffels  of  three  hundred 
tons  3   but  in  the  rainy  months  the  largefl 
(hips  in  the  road  fail  up   and  winter   at 
Surat.     As  foon  as  we  dropped   anchor  I 
fet  out  for  the  capital.     The  caftle,   which 
ftands  on  the  border  of  the  river,  and  within 
the  bounds  of  the  city,  was  the  firft  object 
of  my  attention  ;  a  piece  of  fortification, 
which,  though  irregular,  and  executed  in  a 
ftyle  very  different  from  the  European  tafte, 

is 
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is  nol  without  merit.  It  confifts  of  a  num- 
ber of  femicircular  towers,  mutually  flank- 
ing each  other,  and  commanding  the  city 
and  river.  The  adjacent  grounds,  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent,  are  free  from  all  incum- 
brances ;  but  the  main  building,  originally 
well  conftruiSed,  is  very  old,  and  in  want  of 
many  repairs,  efpecially  on  the  fide  of  the 
river.  The  Britifh  and  Moorifh  flags  are 
equally  difplayed  from  a  bafl:ion  of  the 
caflrle  ;  but,  though  the  Englifh  troops  have 
only  polTeffion  of  fome  of  the  gates  and  a 
lingle  bafl:ion,  all  real  authority  both  in 
town  and  country  is  known  to  refide  in 
them.  The  remaining  gates  are  occupied 
by  the  forces  of  the  Nabob,  who,  however, 
like  all  other  Indian  princes  in  their  alli- 
ance, is  allowed  the  exercife  of  his  prero- 
gatives only  in  matters  of  little  moment. 

Two  gates  in  the  exterior  wall  (for  pro- 
perly Surat  confifl:s  of  two  cities,  the  one 
ereded  in  the  bofom  of  the  other)  are  m  the 
hands  of  the  Marrattas  of  Guzurat,  who 
receive  a  kind  of  tribute  from  the  inhabi- 
tants^  when  they  are  in  a  condition  to  cxad: 
it  by  force. 

Vol.  II.  C  The 
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The  prodigious  extent  of  this  city,  It& 
vaft  population,  the  immenfe  wealth  of 
fome,  and  the  affluent  or  eafy  condition  of 
the  people  in  general,  the  numerous  car- 
riages, a  moft  extenfivc  commerce,  the  many 
beautiful  houfes  in  the  Moorish  tafte,  the 
cheapnefs  and  abundance  of  all  the  necefla- 
ries  of  life  ;  every  objed:,  in  fhort,  within  the 
walls  of  Surat,  tends  to  imprefs  the  mind  of 
a  ftranger  with  ideas  of  its  great  refources 
and  importance. 

During  my  fhott  refidence  here,  the  Na- 
bob made  his  appearance  in  public.  His 
highnefs  was  efcorted  by  three  thoufand  re- 
gular troops,  befides  an  equal  number  of 
men  on  foot,  on  horfeback,  or  in  palan- 
quins ;  a  proceflion  well  calculated  to  give 
fome  idea  of  Afiatic  pomp  and  magnificence. 
In  his  train  was  a  band  of  mufic,  remark- 
able only  for  its  noife,  together  with  a  num- 
ber of  camels,  and  four  elephants  richly 
caparifoned. 

But  what  I  admired  moft  is  the  induf- 
trious  characfler  of  both  fexes  among  the 
Gentoo  Indians.  Befides  a  few  of  the  Ba- 
nians, who  attach  themfelves  to  commerce^ 

the 
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the  Gentoos  of  the  inferior  cafts  perform 
all  the  drudgery  and  fevere  labour  of  thd 
councry.  Some  of  thefe  cafts,  I  under- 
ftand,  are  believers  in  the  ancient  Me- 
terppfychofis. 

There  is  here  a  race  of  people  named  Per- 
fians,  or  Guebres,  who  flill  retain  fome  re- 
mains of  the  law  of  Zoroafter,  and  who 
iidore  the  Divinity  under  the  fymbol  of 
lire.  They  are  eminently  diflinguifhed  by 
their  works  of  charity,  having  ered.ed  hof- 
pitals  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fick  and 
difeafed,  as  well  as  for  feeding  the  deftitute 
of  the  inferior  animals. 

Many  things  are  related  of  the  Yoguls,  or 
penitential  Gentoos,  which  may  feem  fome- 
what  incredible.  There  are  fome  among 
them,  I  was  affured,  who  pafs  their  lives 
with  one  arm  ftretched  in  the  air;  others, 
without  ever  treading  the  ground,  make 
the  tour  of  a  kingdom  by  crawling  on 
their  bellies;  while  a  third  fort  remain 
pinned  to  the  fpot  whereon  they  have 
been  accidentally  placed,  and,  were  no  cha- 
ritably difpofed  perfon  to  interpofe  and 
draw  them  afide,  rather  than  quit  their 
C  z  poft 
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poU:  they  would  fufFer  themfelvcs  to  be 
crufhed  to  death  by  whatever  happened 
to  be  pafling  on  the   road. 

One  day  I  met  with  one  of  thofe  Yoguls 
preaching  near  a  pagoda,  on  the  border  of 
a  lake,  and  at  the  fame  time  doing  penance, 
but  of  a  nature  which  a  fenfe  of  decency 
forbids  me  to  mention.  The  whim  of 
the  moment  induced  him  to  follow  me 
during  my  excuriion,  nor  was  it  by  any 
means  in  my  power  to  get  rid  of  him 
before  we  returned  to  the  border  of  the 
lake  where  I  had  found  him.  The  peni- 
tential Gentoo  is  held  in  high  veneration 
among  the  people,  who  refufe  nothing 
he  afks,  and  permit  him  to  take,  at  his 
difcretion,  whatever  he  has  occaiion  for. 
In  the  houfe  of  a  Banian,  whom  I  was 
going  to  wait  upon,  when  I  was  followed 
by  this  Yoguis,  he  feized  and  carried  off 
feveral  fmall  articles,  without,  apparently 
at  leaft,  giving  the  fmallefl  offence. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  the  iirft  diftinc- 
tion  in  Surat,  and  at  leaft  one  half  of  thofe 
of  inferior  condition,  are  followers  of  Ma- 
homet 5  next  to  them  in  number  are  the 

Gentoos; 
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Gentoos ;  then  the  Perfians;  while  the 
Jews  and  Chriftians,  the  laft  of  whom  do 
not  exceed  five  hundred  perfons,  make 
the  fmallefl  clafs. 


CHAP.       III. 


The  Author  quits  Surat,  and,  affuming  the 
drefs  of  an  Indian,  penetrates  into  the 
country  of  the  Marrattas. — Cujioms  of  the 
natives. — Their  remarkable  delicacy. — Ar- 
rival at  the  diJlriSl  ofDamum. — Rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  inhabitants. — KefleBions 
on  the  religious  worfiip  of  the  Bramins. 

EING  extremely  dciirous  to  obtain 
fome  knowledge  of  the  Marratta 
tribes,  I  drefled  myfelf  in  the  fafliion  of 
that  country ;  and,  having  obtained  a  guide 
from  the  fame  nation,  fix  days  after  my 
arrival,  departed  from  Surat.  In  a  pro- 
grefs  through  the  country,  I  palTed  vil- 
lages at  regular  fliages  of  four  leagues,  and 
fometimes  at  a  fhorter  diftance.  In  their 
C  3  vicinity 
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vicinity  are  crops  of  Indian  corn,  rice,  ve- 
getables, a  fpecies  of  grain  from  which 
they  extract  oil,  and  another,  the  ftalks  of 
which  fupply  them  with  materials  for  cor- 
dage. The  country  is  much  interfecled 
with  rivers,  which  however  are  very  in-, 
confiderable,  except  in  the  rainy  feafon. 
After  a  journey  of  ten  leagues,  I  came  to  a 
town  called  Naufary,  of  fmall  extent,  but 
containing  a  very  confiderable  cotton  ma- 
nufadory.  It  has  a  fort,  which  belongs  to 
the  Marrattas,  and  is  furrounded  with  pa- 
godas, gardens,  and  beautiful  flower-plots. 
The  unufual  familiarity,  common  in  this 
country,  among  all  the  different  tribes  of 
animals,  which  fported  before  us  with  the 
moft  carelefs  indifference,  is  not  a  little 
furprifing  to  a  ftranger.  The  birds,  un- 
difmayed  by  our  approach,  perched  upon 
the  trees  and  fvvarmed  among  the  branches, 
as  if  they  conceived  man  to  be  of  a  nature 
equally  quiet  and  inofFenfive  with  them- 
felves  J  while  the  monkey  and  fquirrel 
climbed  the  wall,  gamboled  on  the  houfe- 
top,  and  leapt  with  confidence  and  alacrity 
from  one  bough  to  another  over  our  heads. 

Even 
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Even  the  more  formidable  quadrupeds  fcem 
to  have  loll  their  natural  ferocity  in  the 
fame  harmlefs  difpofitions  -,  and  hence  the 
apprehenfions  commonly  occafioned  by  the 
proximity  of  fuch  neighbours,  no  longer 
difquiet  the  minds  of  the  natives.  Happy 
effe(ft  of  thofe  mild  and  innocent  manners, 
whence  have  arifen  peace  and  protedlion  to 
all  the  inferior  animals ! 

The  inhabitants  are  divided  into  different 
cafts,  the  lowed  of  which  are  permitted  by 
their  rules  to  eat  flefli  on  particular  occa- 
fions ;  thofe  of  an  intermediate  order  eat 
hill,  fruit,  and  vegetables  onlyj  while  the 
Banian  and  Bramin,  who  belong  to  the 
highefl  caft,  live  on  nothing  but  the  pro- 
duce of  the  foil,  in  which  however  milk  and 
butter  are  included.  Finding  myfelf  much 
fatigued,  upon  my  arrival  at  Naufary,  for  I 
had  travelled  on  foot,  I  hired  an  ox,  the 
only  animal  ufed  for  the  faddle  in  this  coun- 
try, and  continued  my  travels  to  Gondivy, 
I  fat  down  to  dine,  but  was  a  good  deal  fur^ 
prifed  to  obferve  leaves  placed  on  the  table 
inftead  of  plates,  which,  upon  finifliing  my 
meal,  I  was  obliged  to  throw  away  with  my 
C  4  own 
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own  hands.  I  was  at  the  fame  time  prc- 
fented  with  a  leaf- goblet,  which,  after 
having  ufed,  was  difpofed  of  in  like  man- 
ner. It  is  faid  that  a  flrid:  Gentoo  would 
rather  fubmit  to  martyrdom  than  defile  the 
purity  of  his  perfon,  by  coming  in  conta(fl 
with  that  part  of  the  cup  which  has  been 
at  the  mouth  of  a  man  of  a  different  caft. 
The  Moor,  the  Gentoo,  the  Perfian,  and 
Chriftian,  all  obferve  the  fame  extreme  deli- 
cacy in  regard  to  each  other.  In  the  town 
of  Gondivy,  a  conliderable  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants are  Perlians,  and  of  the  fame  fedt 
with  thofe  I  faw  at  Surat.  The  Perfians, 
or  Guebres  as  they  are  fometimes  called, 
are  a  people  defcended  from  the  ancient  in- 
habitants of  Perlia,  who,  upon  being  ex- 
patriated by  their  conqueror  on  account  of 
their  religion,  migrated  hither,  and  tlieir 
pofterity  are  now  fcattered  all  over  this 
country. 

Having  proceeded  eight  leagues  further, 
through  a  country  fit  only  for  pafturc,  and 
in  many  places  in  the  moft  dcfolate  ftate,  I 
arrived  at  Gondivy  in  Pardy,  a  fmall  town, 
:^'hich  forms  the  domains  of  a  little  fove- 


reign 
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reign  prince.  Next  day  I  reached  De- 
mum  or  Damiim ;  but,  as  I  had  no  incli- 
nation to  lee  the  governor,  whom  I  ought 
to  have  waited  upon,  I  went  on  without 
flopping,  and  (lept  at  a  quarter  of  a  league 
diftance,  in  a  httle.  town  compofed  of  Gen- 
toos  and  a  few  Chriftians.  They  are  fubjed 
to  the  Portuguefe,  who  pofTefs  a  fmall  ter- 
ritor)^  and  about  four  leagues  of  this  coaft, 
comprehending  five  or  iix  villages,  on  a 
dry  and  inhofpitable  foil.  Thefe  people 
are  fo  poor  and  necefiitous,  that  I  have 
feen  Chriftians  themfelves  obliged,  for  fub- 
liftence,  to  work  as  labourers  to  the  Mar- 
rattas ;  a  ftate  of  indigence,  however, 
which  has  hitherto  been  unable  either  to 
fubduc  their  arrogance  or  ftimulate  their 
induftry.  Thus  far  on  my  way  from  Surat, 
I  had  not  met  with  a  fmgle  Chriftian  ;  here, 
however,  I  discovered  my  hoft  to  be  a  man 
of  the  fame  religious  perfuafion  with  myfclf. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  next  day,  I  paiTed 
very  handfome  villages  belonging  to  the 
Marrattas  of  Narguoil  and  Barauly;  and 
the  day  following,  after  being  a  week  upon 
the  road,  I  arrived  at  the  village  of  Danou, 

the 
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the   miniiler  of  which,  an  Indian  Portu- 
guefe,  I  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  wait  upon. 

This  diftrict  of  Damum  was  formerly 
conquered  and  pofTeflcd  by  the  Portuguefe, 
and  only  pafled  within  thefe  thirty  years  to 
theMarrattas;  who  having  granted  toleration 
to  all  reho:ious  fe6ts,  the  Chriftians  have  be- 
come  frequent  in  every  part  of  the  country. 
In  this  village  is  a  church,  a  paftor,  and  a 
very  confiderable  body  of  Chriftians.  I  was 
invited  to  a  marriage  in  the  neighbourhood, 
at  which  the  Marrattas,  and  even  the  Bra- 
mins,  who  were  led  by  curiofity  to  attend 
this  feftival,  fome  at  the  ceremonv  of  the 
church,  others  at  the  fubfequent  diverlions, 
conducted  themfelvcs  with  fuch  decency  of 
behaviour,  as  in  limilar  fituatlons  we  but 
rarely  meet  with  among  Chriftians,  parti- 
cularly where  they  find  themfelves  lords  of 
the  country.  Religious  proceffions,  the 
ceremony  of  burial,  the  ufe  of  the  crofs  on 
the  highways,  and  in  general  all  the  rites  of 
Chrlftian  woriliip,  are  exercifed  here  with 
equal  freedom  as  in  the  kingdom  of 
France. 

The  appearance  of  the  Marrattas,  of 
both  fexes,  particularly   the  women,  con- 

finr.s 
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firms  me  in  an  opinion  I  had  early  formicd 
of  their  adlive  and  induftrious  difpofition. 
There  are,  however,  among  the  natives 
feme  who  afFed:  to  be  Portuguefe,  but  who 
in  fadt  are  Gentoo  Chriilians,  and  feem  to 
have  attached  themfelves  to  the  reHgion 
and  fociety  of  the  Portuguefe  from  no 
other  motive  than  that  of  having  it  more 
eafily  in  their  power  to  pafs  their  lives  in  va- 
nity and  idlenefs ;  an  abufe,  however,  pro- 
bably proceeding  from  that  miferable  exam- 
ple of  the  Chriftian  life,  which  the  convids 
of  the  parent  country,  whom  it  has  been 
ufual  to  tranfport  hither  for  their  crimes, 
offer  to  the  imitation  of  the  natives.  The 
Gentoos  are  fociabic,  humane,  and  hof- 
pitable;  and,  during  my  refidence  in  their 
country,  I  never  had  occafion  to  obferve  a 
fingle  inftance  of  violence  or  difpute.  They 
rear  numerous  herds  of  cattle;  but  fuch  is 
their  veneration  for  thefe  animals,  on  ac- 
count of  their  ufeful  and  patient  fervices  to 
man,  that  to  kill  or  even  maim  one  of  them 
is  deemed  a  capital  offence. 

Among  the  innumerable  idols  which  fill 

their  pagodas,  I  faw  various  kinds  of  hearts, 

trees,  and  even  ilones.    The  mofl  grotcfquc 

I  and 
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and  extravagant  of  thcfe  figures  are  emble- 
matical reprefentations  of  the  Divinity; 
while  their  other  idols,  of  every  denomina- 
tion, are  of  inferior  order,  and  only  intitlcd  to 
adoration  as  they  are  the  reprefentatives  and 
monitors  of  particular  favours  they  have  re- 
ceived, from  time  to  time,  from  the  benefi- 
cence of  the  Deity.  Like  the  Perfians  and 
Muflulmen,  they  make  frequent  ufe  of  wa- 
ter for  the  purification  of  their  bodies ;  but 
of  fuch  only  as  is  contained  in  particular 
lakes ;  I  faw  one  of  thefe  between  Baflaa 
and  AgafTan,  on  the  borders  of  which  ftand 
a  number  of  very  fine  pagodas.  I  was 
afiured  by  a  Bramin,  with  whom  I  had 
the  pleafure  to  make  an  acquaintance  in 
my  peregrinations  through  this  country, 
that  he  worfhipped  one  God  only  j  who,  af- 
ter having  cleared  the  world  of  giants  and 
malefidors,  had  afcended  into  heaven.  I 
am  f^r  from  being  inclined  to  charge  this 
people  Vv-ith  idolatry  in  the  vulgar  and  li- 
teral fenfe  of  that  word;  indeed  in  firidi 
language  I  can  fcarcely  fuppofe  there  is  one 
real  idolater  on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  for, 
although  the  Divine  eflence  is  often  adored 
under  fome  material  form  by  which  he  is 

meant 
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meant  to  be  repreicntcd,  flill  I  am  per- 
fuaded  there  is  no  race  of  men,  how  barba- 
rous foever,  who  worflilp  an  idol  on  its 
own  account  i  and  diftindt  from  its  great 
original.  I  once  entered  into  converfatioii 
with  a  Bramin,  in  a  Chriftian  church,  while 
the  prieft  was  adminiftering  the  facrament 
of  baptifm,  and  was  at  pains  to  explain  to 
him  the  duties  and  obligations  which  I  con- 
ceived  to  be  implied  in  that  rite.  Having 
liftened  with  attention,  he  feemed  much 
pleafed  with  the  lame  account  I  was  able  to 
give  of  them,  and  concluded  his  reply  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  great  objeds  of  both  our  re- 
ligions appeared  to  him  to  be  the  fame. 

During  the  fhort  time  I  pafTed  in  this 
village,  a  little  fleet  of  their  fliips  of  war, 
about  the  fize  of  our  tartans,  entered  the 
river.  They  are  called  Gahettesy  and  built 
to  carry  four  and  fometimes  fix  guns.  Their 
chief  employment  is  to  fcour  the  coafts  of  a 
race  of  pirates  named  Chamchns,  who  fally 
from  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  of  Guzurat, 
and  commit  depredations  upon  fuch  trad- 
ing vellels  as  they  happen  to  furprife  in  thofe 
feas. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      iV. 

Defcription  of  the  country  bctivixt  Trapore 
and  Agajjan,  in  the  Marratta  dominions. 
— Its  cultivation,  iiatural  produdiionSy  and 
animals. — The  houjes  and  drefs  of  the  in^ 
habita?its  defcribed. — Their  rites  of  inter- 
ment.— Folic e  and  go'vcrnment  of  the  Mar- 
ratta provinces. — 'The  author  reaches  the 
ijland  of  Salfet. 

ON  tlie  1 2th  of  November,  having  re- 
fumed  my  journey,  I  pafled  Trapore, 
a  city  of  fome  extent,  populous,  and  de- 
fended by  a  fort.  My  next  ftage  w^as  Ma- 
heim,  a  large  town,  inhabited  chiefly  by 
Bramins ;  and  the  day  follow^ing  I  came  to 
Agaflan,  where  I  lived  with  a  Frenchman, 
who  had  the  command  of  thirty  Europeans, 
in  the  fervice  of  a  Rajah  or  Marratta 
prince,  at  Barauda,  in  the  province  of  Gu- 
zurat.  The  Rajah  of  this  province  reiides 
at  Puna,  or  Poney,  a  large  city,  fituated  in 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  and  is  one 
of  the  mofb  powerful  of  thefe  princes. 

Agaflan 
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AcaiHiii  flands  at  the  diflance  of  five 
leasues  from  another  conliderable  town, 
named  Baflan,  which,  having  the  advantages 
of  a  good  road  and  excellent  river,  fits  out 
(hips  for  the  purpofe  of  trading  along  the 
coail:  of  Arabia.  The  fea-coafl  is  very  ftrong- 
ly  fortified,  while  the  country  from  Trapore  is 
extremely  populous,  and  enlivened  with  fre- 
quent and  beautiful  gardens.  Befides  herbs 
and  vegetables,  the  inhabitants  cultivate  the 
fugar-cane,  cocoa,  and  fig-trees.  From 
Bafian  to  Agafian,  the  traveller  fcarce  meets 
with  an  acre  of  waflc  or  fallow-ground* 
The  rich  verdure  and  vegetation  of  their 
gardens  are,  however,  in  a  great  degree, 
owing  to  the  common  ufe  of  wheel-wells, 
which  are  made  to  water  the  foil,  by  mean? 
of  buffaloes  -,  but  in  the  more  central  dif- 
tridls,  and  even  along  the  coafi:  from  Tra- 
pore to  Pardy,  the  foil  is  in  general  extremely 
dry  during  the  fix  months  of  fair  weather. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  wholly  under  water 
in  the  rainy  feafon,  when  there  fprings  up 
an  amazing  quantity  of  grafs,  which,  as  the 
ground  is  either  too  moid  or  too  dry  to  give 
birth  to  a  fingle  flirub,  gives  the  face  of  the 

country 
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country  the  appearance  of  one  continued' 
meadow.  The  moil  common  tree,  in  the 
environs  of  Surat,  is  the  wild  date,  as  is  a 
fpecies  of  wild  palm  in  the  more  ijiland 
country.  The  chiv^f  advantage  the  natives 
derive  from  thefe  trees  confifts  in  their  fap, 
which  they  are  accuftomcd  either  to  drink 
in  its  natural  flate,  or  to  manufacture  into  a 
kind  of  brandy.  The  wood  and  leaves  are 
likewife  of  ufe  in  the  conftruclion  of  houfes. 
Indian  corn  is  the  prevailing  crop  in  the 
quarter  of  Surat,  and  rice  in  the  parts  which 
are  fituated  more  to  the  fouth.  The  na- 
tives difcover  fkill  as  we>4  as  indiiflry  in  the 
cultivation  of  their  farms.  As  foon  as  the 
annual  floods  have  withdrawn,  the  grafs, 
which  has  in  that  interval  grown  up,  having 
been  collected  in  heaps,  is  burned,  and  the 
aihes  are  employed  as  manure  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  enriching  their  rice  fields.  The 
crops  of  rice  and  corn  are  raifed  by  very 
different  methods.  The  Indian  farmer,  hav- 
ing fowed  his  rice  in  ground  prepared  and. 
manured  for  the  purpofe,  at  a  certain  period 
tranfplantsit  into  a  new  field,  where  it  remains 
till  it  comes  to  maturity,  and  is  cut  down. 

The 
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The  extreme  fcarcity  of  water,  which 
prevails  here  conftantly  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
months  in  the  year,  ferves  to  exercife  the 
humanity  and  beneficence  of  many  pious 
and  well-difpofed  pcrfons.  Hence  thofe 
deep  wells,  which  have  been  dug  and  con- 
ftru(5ted  at  a  great  expence,  with  the  con- 
venience of  ftairs  reaching  to  the  edge  of 
the  water ,  while  a  fund  is  allotted  for  the 
purpofes  of  affording  them  occafional  re- 
pairs, of  maintaining  a  number  of  water- 
men, and  of  furnifhing  fuch  utenfils  as  are 
necelfary  for  drawing  water  and  giving 
drink  to  the  cattle. 

In  other  places  it  has  been  found  expe- 
dient to  conftrucfl  large  and  capacious  ponds, 
which  ferve  to  colled:  water  during  the 
rains,  and  to  preferve  it  for  public  ufe  in  the 
courfe  of  the  dry  feafon.  Such  are  the  di- 
menfions  of  many  of  thefe  vaft  refer voirs, 
that  the  water  is  neither  unwholefome  nor 
unpalatable;  and  is  in  a  particular  manner 
the  refource  of  the  natives  who  live  at  a 
diflance  from  rivers. 

The  mofi:  common  animals  in  this 
country  are  tigers,  monkies,  and  wild  dogs. 

Vol.  II.  P  which 
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which  are  fmaller  in  (ize  than  thofe  of 
America;.  Of  the  feathered  tribes,  I  faw 
the  turtle-dove,  fome  peacocks,  numbers  of 
parroquets,  one  or  two  fpecies  of  fmall  bird-s, 
and  crows,  in  vaft  flocks,  fo  tame  that  they- 
ufed  to  attack  our  difhes  upon  the  table* 
The  other  native  animals  of  eaftern  coun- 
tries defcend  but  feldom  from  the  moun- 
tains, preferring,  under  the  (helter  of  their 
woods,  a  cooler  and  freer  air  than  is  to  be 
found  in  the  plain. 

The  houfes  in  the  country  are  but  fimple 
cottages,  in  fome  places  conftru(5led  with 
bamboo,  in  others  with  the  palm-tree,  and 
thatched  with  leaves  or  hay.  The  wall 
confifts  of  wattled  work  of  oilers  and  bull- 
rufhes  plaiftered  over  with  mud.  The 
town  houfes,  however,  are  extremely  dif- 
ferent, many  of  them  having  a  noble  effeO:, 
In  general  they  have  two  ftories  only  -,  but 
each  floor  confiflis^  if  I  may  ufe  the  ex- 
preflion,  of  three  amphitheatrical  grada- 
tions, upon  the  highefl  of  v/hich,  and 
in  the  oppofite  corners,  are  two  apart- 
mentSj  intended  to  contain  the  moft  valu- 
able family  eifeds.  The  front  of  the  build- 
ing 
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ing  IS  fupported  on  the  infide  by  a  certain 
number  of  pillars,  and  Is  open  to  the  day; 
whilft  the  outer  wall  is  furrounded  by  a 
kind  of  gallery,  which  embraces  the  othef 
three  lides  of  the  houfe.  The  area  of  the 
firft  gradation  Is  laid  with  fine  tapeftry^ 
and  here  the  family  is  accuftomed  to  receive 
and  entertain  their  friends;  it  fupports 
likewife  a  large  bafon,  which  is  filled  with 
water  by  means  of  a  wheel-well,  the  ma- 
chinery of  which  is  erecfted  in  the  firfi:  ftofy. 
The  buffalo  employed  to  work  the  ma- 
chine turns  the  pivot,  which  is  over  his  head> 
in  his  progrefs  round  the  circumference  of 
the  well.  The  floor  Is  paved  with  a  certairt 
compofitlon,  confifting  of  a  foft  ftone  pound-* 
ed  and  mixed  with  a  fpecies  of  plalftef 
made  of  oil  and  the  whites  of  eggs.  This 
cement,  when  properly  prepared,  becoming 
extremely  folid  and  compadt,  acquires  thei 
appearance  of  a  fmooth  ftone  of  a  fine  var*« 
nilli,andhas  a  more  beautiful  effecfl  than  that 
of  our  befi:  inlaid  floors.  On  the  top  of  the 
building  is  a  flat  roof  or  terrace,  coated  with 
the  fame  cement,  which  they  name  a/ga-^ 
majfe, 

D  2  The 
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The  drefs  of  the  women  is  compofed  of 
a  very  long  piece  of  painted  callicoe,  one  half 
of  which,  after  pafling  feveral  times  round 
the  waifljis  folded  back  and  failened behind; 
the  other  half  is  thrown  over  the  head, 
and  falling  down  before,  covers  the  arms 
and  bofom,  and  is  attached  in  folds  to  the 
girdle.  In  this  manner  one  fimple  gar- 
ment embraces  the  whole  body,  and  even 
ferves  for  a  veil  to  the  face.  In  the  country, 
however,  they  frequently  gather  together 
what  covers  the  head,  and  let  it  fall  upon 
the  llioulders,  leaving  the  neck  and  bofom 
almofl  entirely  expofed,  and  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  as  it  conlifts  of  a  very  fine  kind  of 
cloth,  it  alTumes  the  air  of  a  faflij  but 
when  at  other  times  they  choofe  to  fold 
up  the  lower  part  of  the  robe,  palling  the 
end  of  it  between  the  legs,  it  acquires  the 
appearance  of  drawers,  which  defcend  to 
the  middle  of  the  thigh. 

In  town  the  men  are  ufually  drelTed  in  a 
long  white  robe,  which  has  the  appearance 
of  a  jacket  fewed  to  a  kind  of  petticoat; 
but  in  the  country  they  wear  two  long 
broad  pieces  of  cloth,  the  one  round  their 

loins. 
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loins,  the  other  over  their  flioulders,  or 
perhaps  only  a  fort  of  band  pa(ied  between 
their  thighs. 

Rings  feem  to  be  a  peculiar  obje<5t  of 
female  ambition  in  eveiy  rank  and  condi- 
tion of  life,  and  are  ufed  to  adorn  the 
toes  as  well  ".s  the  fingers.  A  bracelet  of 
glafs  tied  round  the  \;  rifl,  and  one  of  filver 
round  the  ankle,  are  extremely  common. 
Belides  the  ordinary  ornaments  of  the 
ear,  many  wear  a  nofe -jewel,  or  ring 
paiTed  through  the  feparation  of  the  nof- 
trils.  On  the  forehead  is  fometimes  a 
ilar  pundured  in  the  fleih ;  and  the  lower 
eye-lafhes  are  often  painted  black,  in  order 
to  enhance  the  brilliancy  of  the  pupil. 

The  Gentoos  fometimes  inter,  but  more 
frequently  burn  the  bodies  of  their  dead;  a 
rite  ufually  performed  on  the  bank  of  a  river, 
over  which  they  afterwards  fcatter  the 
alhes  of  the  deceafed.  A  widow  common- 
ly mourns  a  year  for  the  lofs  of  her  hufband, 
and  in  this  period  devotes  the  lirft  mo- 
ments after  fhe  awakes  in  the  morning  to 
tears  and  lamentations. 

D  3  There 
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There  are  illil  ladies,  particularly  in  the 
higher  calls,  who  infift  upon  their  privilege 
of  being  burned  upon  the  funeral  piles  of 
their  hufbands;  but  on  fuch  occafions  it  is 
the  bufmefs  of  the  affiftants  to  fufFocate  the 
unhappy  vidlim,  by  pouring  pails  of  oil  over 
her  face,  before  fhe  has  been  attacked  by  the 
flames.  This  religious  attachment  of  the 
wife  to  the  remains  of  her  hufband  is  never- 
thelefs  greatly  on  the  decline. 

On  the  6th  of  December  I  proceeded  by 
JBaffan  to  the  ifland  of  Salfet,  which  is  fepa- 
rated  from   the  mainland  by  a  branch  of 
the  fea,   in  fome  places  extremely  narrow, 
and  only  two  leagues  in  breadth  where  I 
pafTed  it.     Salfet  is  detached  from  the  ifland 
of  Bombay  by  another  little  arm  of  the  fea, 
acrofs  which    the   Englilh    deferters  eafily 
fwim  in  their  way  to  the  Marratta  forts  of 
Varfova   and   Bandora.        Salfet    is    eight 
leagues  in  breadth ;  and  being  covered  with 
the   mangoe,   and  other  fruit-trees,   which 
bear  abundance  of  little  fragrant  bloflbms, 
is  much  more   pleafant  than  the  mainland  ;, 
but  its  gardens  are  few,  and  the  foil  not, 
fertile. 

I  dwelt 
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I  dwelt  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  ifland, 
at  a  town  named  Pary,  and  only  at  a  fhort 
diftance  from  Malart.  This  laft  place  is 
the  refidence  of  an  Avaldor,  deputy  to  the 
ibubadar  or  governor  of  the  province, 
who  lives  in  a  kind  of  fortrefs,  called  Tana, 
about  five  leagues  diftant.  Pary  is  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  fountain  and  two  refervoirs, 
embelliflied  by  magnificent  trees,  and  is 
placed  in  a  moft  agreeable  and  rural  fitua- 
tion.  Here  I  made  acquaintance  with 
feveral  Bramins,  from  whom  I  received  in 
many  inftances  much  kindnefs  and  civility. 

The  Marratta  provinces  are  under  the 
fupreme  authority  of  Puna,  J^ut  are  ad- 
miniftered  by  governors,  who  delegate  their 
power  to  commandants  within  their  refpec- 
tive  jurifdidlions.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Avaldor  or  commandant  to  colledl  the 
taxes,  and  in  general  to  execute  the  orders 
of  the  foubadar,  by  means,  if  neceffary,  of 
^n  armed  force  confifling  of  a  body  of  fe^ 
poys, 

Property  in  land  is  not  transferrable  as  in 

Europe,  but  remains  veiled  exclufivelyin  the 

fovereign,  who  farms  it  to  the  pea  fan  try,  and 

D  4  receives 
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receives  a  rent  in  kind,  which  has  continued 
iixedfrom  time  immemorial  at  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  crop.     This  rent  paid  to  the 
flate   is  extremely  moderate  -,   and  in  order 
to  encourage  the  induftry  of  the  colomby, 
or  farmer,  Vv'ho  forms  a  caft  by  himfelf,  he 
is  allowed  certain  chiefs,   whofe  bufinefs  it 
is  to  protect  him  in   ail   the   rights  of  his 
order.       Other  public  burdens  are  very  in- 
confiderable,  not  exceeding  the  annual  fum 
of  five  livres   a  family.       As  a  particular 
encouragement  to  gardening,  whatever  por- 
tion of  ground  the  farmer  choofes  to  employ 
in  this  manner  he  poifefTes  rent-free  for  the 
fpace  of  ten    years,    at    the  expiration    of 
which  period  he  pays  to  the  circar,  that  is  to 
the  government,  a  third  part  of  the  produce. 
The  foubadar  is  a  kind  of  farmer  general, 
who  becomes  bound  to  the  fovereign  in  a 
certain  fum  for  all  the  taxes  of  the    pro- 
vince,  and    then    colleds    them   from   the 
peafantry  in  the  beft  manner  he  can.     The 
farmer,  however,  is  in  little  danger  of  being 
cpprefTed,     from   the    power    and    confe- 
quence  of  his  own  chief,  who  is  appointed 
\>y  (he  ftate  exprefsly  for  his  protection. 

^  The 
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The  public  repairs  of  the  province  of  every 
defcription,  and  the  purveyance  of  the  go- 
vernor's houfehold,  are  fervices  performed 
by  the  people  of  w^hatever  religion,  and  of 
either  fex ;  for  which,  however,  they  iq^ 
ceive  a  fmall  gratuity. 


CHAP.      V. 


Companfon^  in  point  of  morals,  between  the 
natives  of  the  Marratta  provinces,  and 
the  European  and  Ferfiaji  fettlers. — aS/;«- 
plicity  and  fuildnefs  of  the  Bramins  in  their 
govern77ient  of  the  Gentoo  tribes. — T^he 
Author  reafons  upon  the  gentle  ma?iners 
and  difpq/ition  of  the  natives  of  India,  for 
which  he  endeavours  to  account, — He  dc^ 
fcribes  his  own  mode  of  life  during  his  flay 
on  the  ijland  of  Sarjjar, 

TO  W  A  R  D  S  the  end  of  January  1 770, 
after  making  a  confiderable  flay  on 
this  ifland,    having  learned  that  a  fliip  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  the  French  Eaft  India  company, 
called  The  Indian,  had  anchored  at  Surat, 
I  was  defirous  to  embrace  this  opportunity 
of  writing  to  my  friends  in  Europe.  De- 
parting, therefore,  from  'Salfet,  I  arrived  in 
iive  days  at  Danou,  whence  it  was  eafy  to 
have  letters  conveyed  to  the  city  of  Surat  j 
and  as  I  returned  by  BaiTan,  I  had  a  fecond 
opportunity  of  admiring  the  fimple  but 
civilized  and  well-regulated  manners  of  the 
natives.  In  the  genius  of  the  inhabitants, 
however,  there  are  certain  fhades  of  dif- 
ference, chiefly  ariiing  from  the  variety  of 
religious  opinions  tolerated  and  exercifed  in 
^his  country.  The  Portuguefe,  as  J  have 
already  obferved,  are  vain  and  indolent;  the 
Mahometans,  with  all  their  limplicity,  are 
haughty,  and  ever  prone  to  conceive  them- 
felves  of  a  condition  fuperior  to  other  men ; 
the  Perfians  are  an  acftive  and  induftrious 
people,  but  extremely  intercfled;  while 
the  Gentoos,  and  above  all  the  Bramins, 
are  of  unaffe^ed  fimple  manners,  gentle, 
regular,  and  temperate  in  the  whole  con- 
dud:  cf  their  lives.  Although  all  public 
offices  centre  in  the  caft  of  the  Bramins, 
4  they 
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they  are  peculiarly  affable  and  condefcend- 
ing  ;  infomuch  that  I  am  fatisfied  they  are 
ilrangers  to  a  phrafe  fufficiently  intelligible 
in  the  nations  of  Europe,  I  mean  the  info^ 
knee  of  office.  The  different  chambers  of 
adminiflration,  as  well  as  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice,  are  open  to  the  infpection  of  the  pub- 
lic 'y  while  thofe  who  prefide  over  them 
are  equally  acceffible  to  the  pooreft  peafant 
as  to  men  of  the  firff  dillindtion.  Here 
the  Soubadar  exercifes  all  the  functions  of 
his  office  in  perfon ;  and  I  have  feen  him, 
on  different  occaiions,  with  no  other  vejfl- 
ment  than  a  linen  covering  tied  round  his 
loins,  feated  with  his  legs  acrofs  on  a  car- 
pet, writing  on  his  knees,  or  liftening  with 
great  attention  and  humanity  to  the  various 
fuits  before  him.  It  was  difficult  for  me 
to  affociate  this  aftonifhing  fmiplicity  and 
benignity  of  characfter  with  the  authority 
and  importance  of  a  fovereign  ;  or  to  con- 
ned: in  my  mind  the  notion  of  an  extenfive 
population,  a  highly  cultivated  country,  a 
numerous  army,  forts,  garrifons,  circum- 
ftances  all  expreffive  of  a  large,   civilized, 

and 


44  TRAVELS    ROUND    THE    WORLD, 

and  opulent    kingdom,    with  the  innocent 
and  inofFenfive  deportment  of  its  rulers. 

Upon  my  firft  arrival  at  Salfet,  the  De- 
puty Soubadar,  after  receiving  me  in  the 
beft  manner,  took  occafion  to  obferve,  that 
as  Europeans  were  men  of  a  fiery  and  tur- 
bulent charadter,  he  would  be  glad  to  be 
informed  who  was  to  become  furety  for 
my  good  behaviour  while  I  remained  in  the 
country,  I  anfwered,  that  in  ordinary 
cafes,  the  maxims  of  our  police  required  no 
other  pledge  of  a  man's  obedience  to  the 
laws,  than  his  perfon  and  property.  He 
replied,  that  a  ferocity  of  mind,  peculiar  to 
Europeans,  and  wholly  incompatible  with 
the  mild  genius  of  the  natives,  had  obliged 
him  to  difmifs  fome  of  them  from  the  coun- 
try y  but  that  to  have  recourfe  to  their  per- 
fons  or  property  was  a  procefs  which  muft 
be  attended  with  too  much  trouble  and  in- 
convenience. The  fadl  was,  that  a  few 
determined  Europeans,  in  a  late  inftance, 
had  put  a  large  body  of  fepoys  to  flight, 
and,  elated  by  their  fuccefs,  had  proceeded 
to  take  pofTeffion  of  feveral  villages.  Eu- 
ropeans are  apt  to  entertain  the  falfe  idea, 

that 
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that  they  never  can  do  enough  in  fupport 
of  their  national  character  for  bravery,  and 
hence  are  fometimes  betrayed  into  the  mofl 
unwarrantable  excefles ; — while,  ftrange  as 
it  may  feem,  were  thefe  gallant  Europeans, 
fo  fuperior  to  the  Moors  of  India,  by  fome 
unaccountable  fatality  to  be  placed  in  any 
province  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  we  lliould 
prefently  find  them  the  inferiors  of  the 
fame  people,  I  mean  the  Moors  of  Turky. 

This  gentle  difpofition  of  the  natives  of 
India  is  probably  owing  in  a  great  degree 
to  temperance,  and  a  total  abilinence  from 
animal  food.  The  common  ufe  of  this 
diet,  in  the  bulk  of  other  nations  in  the 
world,  has  I  believe  exalted  the  natural 
tone  of  their  paffions ;  and  I  can  account 
upon  no  other  principle  for  the  ftrong  harfli 
features  of  MulTulmen  and  Chriftians,  com- 
pared with  the  fmall  trait,  and  placid  afpedl 
of  the  Gentoo.  Whoever  has  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  this  comparifon, 
may  find  it  difficult  to  underftand  what  is 
meant  by  this  relative  coarfenefs  of  feature ; 
but  in  the  part  of  India  where  I  now  re- 
fide,    it   would   be  eafy  to  illuftrate  it  in 

many 
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many  inflances,  by  only  placing   together 
two  natives  of  the  fame  province. 

The  manner  of  life  led  by  a  Bramin 
may,  I  have  no  doubt,  contribute  likewife 
to  the  fame  effe6t.  His  refidence  in  the 
neighbourhood,  but  feldom  within  the  walls, 
of  a  great  town,  is  fixed  in  the  midft  of 
extenfive  gardens ;  and  this,  by  the  bye, 
is  the  true  reafon  why  the  fea-coaft  all  the 
way  from  Trapore  is  bordered  with  garden- 
ground  ;  and  hence  too  the  very  populous 
ftate  of  that  pari:  of  the  country  ;  whilfl  at 
BafFan,  a  large  and  well-fortified  city,  I  met 
with  military  men  only,  whofe  families 
were  in  the  country.  Now  this  retired 
and  half  folitary  life  of  the  Bramin  deprives 
him  of  none  of  the  innocent  pleafures  of 
fociety  ;  but  exempts  him  from  a  thoufand 
difagreeable  and  painful  incidents,  una- 
voidable to  thofe  who  live  within  the  walls 
of  a  city.  The  perpetual  verdure  of  his  re- 
treat; the  prefence  of  his  trees  and  his  flocks  j 
an  entire  freedom  from  the  irkibme  ce- 
remony infeparable  from  great  focieties, 
whereby  a  man  often  finds  himfelf  ham- 
pered even   in  his  own  family;   thefe,   in 

fhort. 
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fliort,  and  other  circumftanccs,  all  tending 
to  lead  man  back  to  his  firft  and  natural 
ftate,  may  account  for  that  benign  temper 
of  mind,  as  well  as  for  thofe  peculiarities  of 
feature,  obfervable  in  the  Bramin. 

Their  laws  are  the  refult  of  a  truly  meek 
and  moral  intelled:,  and  I  am  told  are  ex- 
cellently calculated  to  cherifli  and  cultivate 
"iimilar  difpofitions  in  the  people.  Profef- 
fmg  myfelf,  however,  but  little  converfant 
in  the  Gentoo  code,  I  (hall  mention  only  a 
very  few  of  their  political  inftitutions : — < 
Whoever  refufes  to  pay  a  tax  impofed  by 
the  authority  of  the  public,  is  liable  to  be 
charged  with  a  double  rate,  but  is  never 
on  this  account  fubjedled  to  corporal  pu- 
nifhment,  that  being  referved  for  the  vio- 
lations of  man's  natural  rights:  murder  and 
alTaflination  are  punifhed  with  death ;  re- 
duction in  either  fex  with  the  forfeiture  of 
liberty,  and  the  lofs  of  one  eye  ^  robbery 
with  the  amputation  of  one  hand,  and  per- 
petual flavery; — thefe  judicious  laws  render 
it  very  feldom  necellary  for  the  magiftrate 
to  exaft  penalties  of  a  fanguinary  nature. 
The    principle   of  the  political  and   moral 

regu- 
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regulations  of  the  Bramins  is  to  allure  marl 
to  his  native  innocence  and  fimplicity,  to 
engage  him  to  conform  his  adtiorii  to  the 
firft  principles  of  his  nature,  and  efpecially 
to  abftain  from  whatever  may  have  Jrt  n- 
dency  to  irritate  or  inflame  his  paffions. 
This  is  the  great  objec5t  of  the  divine  law; 
and  fhould  the  wifdom  of  man  try  to  ac- 
complifh  more,  the  experiment  would  un- 
avoidably fail.  I  am  likewife  of  opinion 
that  the  claffing  of  men  into  different  cafts, 
is  an  inftitution  calculated  to  produce  the 
mofl  pure  and  genuine  manners. 

Many  of  the  obfervations  which  I  made 
in  the  ifland  of  Samar  I  found  not  only  ap- 
plicable to  this  country,  but  even  illuftrated 
and  confirmed  by  the  lives  of  the  Bramins, 
men  whom,  except  in  matters  of  religious 
opinion,  I  was  in  all  refpe<fts  ambitious  to 
imitate.  Like  the  Bramin,  my  neighbour, 
my  refidence  was  in  themidft  of  a  large  and 
beautiful  garden,  in  which  my  hours  glided 
fmoothly  away  in  one  quiet  and  uniform 
tenor.  Rice,  fruit,  and  vegetables,  gathered 
and  drefTed  with  my  own  hands,  a  diet 
to  which  my  ftomach  had  been  long  ac- 

cuftomed. 
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cuftomed,  adminillered  to  my  daily  fubfir* 
tence.  My  travels  had  occafioned  an  ex- 
treme heat  of  blood,  and  this  I  was  at  pains 
to  remove  by  drinking  rice- broth,  which, 
properly  made,  is  equally  palatable  with 
the  fineft  milk.  Two  pieces  of  cotton 
cloth,  the  one  a  covering  to  my  loins,  and 
the  other  thrown  over  my  flioulders,  com- 
pofed  my  ordinary  drefs.  I  allowed  my 
beard  to  grow  in  imitation  of  the  highell: 
cafl,  and  like  them  generally  walked  abroad 
with  my  head  uncovered  and  my  feet  bare* 
In  fituations  requiring  any  ceremony  I  ap- 
peared in  my  full  drefs,  which  confifled  of 
a  long  white  robe  girt  round  the  waift  in 
the  manner  of  the  Marrattas,  and  a  turban 
and  fandals,  in  the  Moorifli  faHiion.  My 
time  was  employed  chiefly  in  reading,  walk- 
ing, and  cultivating  my  garden;  A  few 
goats  and  fome  poultry,  which  I  found 
means  to  procure  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
contributed  to  my  amufement ;  and  I  occa- 
lionally  made  vilits  in  the  adjacent  villages. 
Agreeably  to  the  manners  of  the  country, 
I  pafTed  the  night  on  a  mat  of  reeds,  the 
Vol.  IL  E  cool 
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cool  and  temperate  effect  of  which  afforded 
me  the  mofl:  falutary  and  refreshing  re- 
pofe. 

This  courfe  of  life,  which  I  purfued 
with  much  fatisfaction  for  a  confiderable 
time,  was  fo  analogous  to  the  manners  of 
the  Gentoo,  and  fo  different  from  thofe  of 
an  European,  that  it  foon  procured  me 
the  credit  and  reputation  of  a  fmcere  peni- 
tent. The  Bramin,  as  well  as  the  Chrif- 
tian,  began  to  regard  me  with  an  eye  of 
veneration.  I  was  vifited,  invited  to  all 
entertainments,  and  every  body  feemed 
ambitious  of  my  acquaintance.  1  received 
prefents  of  the  choiceft  fruits  from  the 
neighbouring  gardens ;  and,  in  fhort,  came 
to  be  efteemed  a  moft  devout  man,  who  Vr-as 
employed  in  expiating  his  fms  by  the  ri- 
gorous aufterities  of  a  new  life.  But, 
alas  !  my  virtues  were  far  from  meriting 
the  high  encomiums  they  received  -,  and  I 
was  in  the  painful  and  humiliating  lituation 
of  a  man  who  muft  hear  himfelf  praifed 
for  certain  good  or  great  qualities,  which 
he  is  inwardly  confcious  he  does  not  poffefs. 

I  had 
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I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  feized  with 
a  diforder  named  fernas,  pretty  common 
in  this  country,  which  is  accompanied  with 
large  puftules  on  the  body  and  hands. 
Thofe  on  the  fingers  occafioned  the  lofs  of 
four  of  my  nails.  At  the  end  of  twenty 
davs,  after  having  tried  various  remedies  in 
ufe  among  the  natives,  finding  myfelf 
ftili  greatly  indifpofed,  I  fet  out  for  Surat, 
hoping  to  receive  more  benefit  from  the 
medical  Ikill  of  the  capital.  The  fatigue 
of  the  journey,  change  of  air,  and,  above 
all,  the  advantage  of  fea-bathing,  dif- 
charged  my  pimples ;  and  I  began  to  find 
myfelf  confiderably  better. 


E2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

Probity  and  hofpitality  of  the  Gentoos, — 
'Their  carni\ml  defer ibcd. — The  Author 
arrives  at  Siirat. — Its  fitiiation,  extenfive 
commerce,  and jiouriflding  fate  of  the  in- 
habitants,— Splendid  file  of  living  of  a 
private  juerchant. — Magnificent  difplay  of 
the  Nabob  on  a  public  occafion, 

FIVE  months  had  now  elapfed  fince  I 
came  to  refide  in  the  country,  during 
which  period  I  went  frequently  abroad, 
and  made  excurfions  in  all  dire(5tions,  with- 
out encountering  the  fmalleil  danger.  The 
civil  reception  I  every  where  experienced 
from  the  inhabitants,  I  am  inclined  to  im- 
pute partly  to  my  complexion,  which  fa- 
tigue and  the  influence  of  hot  climates  had 
rendered  fimilar  to  their  own,  and  partly  to 
my  drefs,  which  was  entirely  accommo- 
dated to  the  tafle  of  the  natives.  The 
only  language  in  which  I  could  make  my- 
felf  underflood  was  the  Portuguefe,  which, 

though 
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though  fomewhat  in  ufe  in  the  country,  is 
far  from  being  generally  fpoken ;  hence, 
on  various  occaiions,  I  was  taken  for  a 
Hindoo.  In  all  fituations,  however,  I  was 
equally  the  objed:  of  confidence  and  hof- 
pitahty.  It  is  evident  that  the  crimes  of 
theft  and  robbery  mud  be  extremely  rare, 
fmce,  in  the  courfe  of  fo  many  months,  a 
fingle  inflance  of  either  did  not  come  to 
my  knowledge  ;  and  though  I  was  en  dif- 
ferent occafions  three  or  four  days  from 
home,  when,  according  to  the  cuflom  of 
the  country,  the  door  of  my  cottage  was 
left  open,  I  never  had  the  flighteft  reafon 
to  fuppofe  that  a  ftranger  had  crofTed  the 
threlhold  in  my  abfence. 

In  thofe  countries,  I  have  obferved, 
where  the  people  are  nearly  upon  a  foot- 
ing in  point  of  property,  the  private  rights 
of  individuals  are  leaft  liable  to  be  invaded  ; 
for,  by  this  means,  a  certain  defcription  of 
evil  propenfities,  which  grow  out  of  arbi- 
trary diftindlions,  and  increafe  in  violence 
with  the  unequal  diftribution  of  property, 
jire  evidently  precluded. 

E  3  I  wa5 


54    TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

I  was  at  Pardy  on  the  day  of  the  Gentoos* 
carnival.  On  this  occafion  thefe  people 
run  about  the  ftreets,  with  their  faces  and 
cloaths  begrimed  with  powders  of  dif- 
ferent colours.  Dancing  to  harfh  inftru- 
ments,  and  imparting  to  all  who  came  in 
their  way  the  fame  ridiculous  appearance 
with  their  own,  feemed  to  be  the  chief  ob-r 
jedls  of  their  amufement.  Next  day  I 
lodged  €t  Naufary,  in  the  gardens  of  a  rich 
Perfian,  who,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  hofpita- 
lity,  had  eredied  a  magnificent  tent  in  the 
midfl  of  a  beautiful  parterre,  for  the  recep- 
tion and  entertainment  of  flrangers.  On 
the  enfuing  day,  being  the  19th  of  March, 
I  arrived  at  Surat,  and  alighted  at  the 
French  factory.  1  embraced  the  conful's 
obliging  offer  of  accommodation  in  his 
family ;  and  waited  a  whole  month  for  the 
filing  of  a  Moorifh  veffel,  which  an  emi- 
nent merchant  of  Surat  was  equipping  for 
the  trade  of  BafTora.  By  this  means  1  had 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  more  per- 
fecft  knowledge  of  this  harbour,  by  far  the 
moft  confiderable  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
natives.  The  commerce  of  European  na- 
tions 
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tions  In  India  was  formerly  confined  to  a 
few  fadlories  at  this  port ;  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  it  would  have  been  fortunate  for 
both  parties,  had  there  exifled,  in  conve-* 
nient  fituations  on  the  Indian  coafl,  other 
fuch  confiderable  cities  as  Surat,  The 
power  of  the  Indian  princes,  in  thefe  clr- 
cumftances,  would  have  operated  with 
more  effed:,  and  might  have  checked  that 
fpirit  of  conqueft  in  Europeans,  which, 
partly  owing  to  the  calamities  infeparable 
from  war,  but  chiefly  to  the  fad  diminutiori 
it  occafions  in  the  induflry  of  the  people, 
muil  always  prove  difaftrous  to  the  proper 
views  of  a  trading  company.  The  com- 
merce of  Canton  has  been  uniformly  carried 
on  nearly  upon  equal  terms  with  all  nations 
whatever  ;  and  the  Chinefe  trade  continues 
ilill  to  maintain  its  ground  in  a  manner 
advantageous  both  to  the  native  and  fo- 
reigner, a  fact  which  I  confider  as  an  il- 
lullration  and  proof  of  the  truth  of  my 
opinion. 

Surat  flands  in  a  large  and  fertile  plain, 
with  few  trees,  particularly  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  river,  and  commands  a  view  of  the 

E  4  oppo- 
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oppofite  grounds.     The  ftreets  are  of  con- 
fiderable  breadth  ;  but  aukwardly  formed, 
miferably    paved,    and,  from     the    various 
irtdufcry  of  a  crouded  population,  extremely 
inconvenient.     The    houfes   are  large  and 
itronglv    built,    in    good    tafte,    and    well 
fuited  to    the    climate;   though  with  very 
little  outwardly  to  recommend  them.     The 
public  markets  of  every  denomination  are 
well  fupplied   with  all  the  neceffaries  and 
comforts  of  life.     The  incredible  number 
of  Haves  and  fepoys,  it  being  permitted  to 
every  individual  to    have  as   many  armed 
men  in  his  fervice  as  he  can  afford  to  pay, 
and  the  conccurfe  of  coaches  and  palanquins, 
imprefs  the  mind  of  a  ftranger  with  a  high 
idea  of  the  affluence  of  the  people.     The 
cabriole,    but  in   the    Moorifh    tafle,  is  as 
common  at  Surat  as  is  that  vehicle  in  the 
Greets  of  London    or  Paris ;  and,   as  it  is 
drawn  by  oxen  trained  to  go  at  a  gallop,   is 
equally    convenient    and    expeditious :  the 
pole  and  harnefs  of  the  carriage  are  made  of 
bamboo,  and  have  all  the  elafticity  of  our 
main-braces.     The  gardens  are  many  and 
beautiful.      The   harbour   is    greatly   fre- 
quented 3 
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quented ;  and  the  fliips  built  in  their  dock^ 
yards  are  of  a  ftrong  and  folid  conftru<ftion. 
The  trade  of  Surat,  ftill  very  extenfive, 
has,  however,  been  much  unpaired  by  cer- 
tain impoHtic  regulations  introduced  by 
the  nabob,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Enghfh. 

This  being  the  great  mart  for  the  im~ 
menfe  produce  of  one  of  the  richeft  and 
moft  extenlive  parts  of  India,  the  quantity 
and  variety  of  merchandize  difplayed  in 
the  warehoufes  are  aflonifliing  to  a  ftran- 
ger.  Befides  the  European  fa(^ories,  there 
are  here  Moorifh,  Perlian,  and  Gentoo 
merchants ;  and,  in  order  that  the  reader 
may  have  an  idea  of  a  merchant  of  Surat,  I 
ihall  juft  mention  the  proprietor  of  the 
Ihip  on  board  which  I  had  taken  a  pafiage 
for  BalTora.  His  trade,  it  is  proper  to 
obferve,  had  decreafed  to  lefs  than  one 
half  of  what  it  had  been  formerly  ;  but 
he  was  flill  owner  of  ten  large  armed  vef- 
fels,  which  he  let  out  on  freight  to  the 
Englifh.  From  his  ilaves  he  obtained 
agents  and  fupercargoes  for  his  factories 
abroad,  and  fometimes  captains  and  officers 
for  the  vclTels  he  equipped  and  employed  on 

his 
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his  own  account.  His  fhips,  as  well  as 
his  fadory  at  BaiTora,  difplayed  his  flag; 
and  he  poflefled,  as  a  fovercignty,  a  con- 
fiderable  iiland  in  the  Euphrates.  Plis 
commercial  operations  extended  over  the 
whole  Indian  coaft,  from  China  to  Baffora. 
In  his  family  were  at  kail  a  hundred  flaves 
of  fome  diilindion,  who  had  flaves  under 
them.  I  faw  him  on  a  day  of  unufual  ce- 
remony, when  he  appeared  mounted  on  an 
elephant,  and,  befides  a  long  train  of  de- 
pendants on  foot,  was  attended  by  a  nume- 
rous company  of  his  ov/n  relations  on  horfe* 
bacic,  and  in  palanquins.  Two  hundre4 
of  his  fepoys  led  the  van,  while  a  large 
collection  of  mufical  inftruments,  braying 
intolerable  diffonance,  clofcd  the  rear ;  a 
procelTion  which,  in  my  opinion,  would 
have  better  fuited  the  emperor  of  Java  than 
a  dealer  in  callicoss  at  Surat. 

I  attended  the  commemoration  of  Abra- 
ham's facrifice,  or  the  Courbanbeyran,  s^ 
foiemnity  to  which  the  extraordinary  pomp 
of  the  Indian  grandees  in  their  attendance 
on  the  nabob  to  his  mofque,  the  incredible 
number  of  troops,  the  bands  of  mufic,   the 

fplen-* 
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fplendour  of  equipages  and  robes,  and  the 
iinmenfe  croud  of  fpedlators  afTemblcd  from 
all  quarters,  gave  peculiar  grandeur  and 
magnificence.  His  highnefs  v/as  efcorted 
by  five  or  fix  thoufand  fepoys,  and  a  confi- 
derable  train  of  artillery,  vvhilft  between 
him  and  his  mufti,  the  Englifli  counfeilors, 
with  a  body  of  the  company's  troops,  took 
diflinguilhed  precedence. 

It  is  fometimes  difficult  to  f^iy  in  which 
of  thefe  powers,  the  Englilli,  the  Mar- 
rattas,  or  the  nabob,  the  fupreme  authority 
is  vefted ;  and  hence,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
travels,  I  have  never  met  with  an  equal 
number  of  armed  men  in  any  other  city  in 
the  world.  The  Englifli  are  in  pofTeffion 
of  the  caflile  and  certain  gates,  the  nabob 
is  nominally  mader  of  the  city,  and  the 
Marrattas,  who  claim  a  kind  of  tribute 
annually  •  from  the  inhabitants,  have  two 
gates  and  a  large  body  of  troops ;  but, 
from  this  aukward  collifion  of  divided  au- 
thority, there  frequently  arifes  much  tniblic 
violence  and  diforder.  I  fhill  here  con- 
clude my  obfervations  on  Surat,  the  gran- 
deur of  which,   though  in  a  fliie  extremely 

dif- 
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different  from  all  that  I  have  ever  feen  in 
Europe,  has  fomething  about  it,  however, 
peculiarly  flriking,  and  impollng  on  the 
imagination. 


CHAP.     VII. 

'the  Author  leaves  Siirat,  and  arrives  by  fen 
at  Majcate  in  Arabia  Felix. — Sound  fo- 
Hey  of  the  Iman  or  fovereign  of  this  king- 
dom.— Departure  from  Mafcate  for  the 
Perfian  Gulf. — Singular  ciifiom  of  the 
Indian  mariners  in  the  Straits  rf  Ortnus. 

ON  the  2oth  of  April  we  failed  for 
Baffora,  in  company  with  an  Englifh 
armed  vefiel,  which  ferved  us  for  a  pilot 
and  convoy  to  the  mouth  of  the  gulf.  She 
was  deftined  to  free  the  coafts  from  the 
Sindys  and  Chamchas,  not  from  Marratta 
pirates,  as  is  commonly  fuppofcd.  The 
good  government  of  the  Marratta  tribes, 
and  particularly  their  unremitting  induflry 
to    reprefs  piracy   in    thofe    feas,   by  theii;- 

forts 
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forts  and  cruizers,  to  v/lnch  even  the  Por- 
tuguefe  flag  owes  its  protedion,  renders  it 
extremely  improbable  that  the  freebooters 
who  moleft  the  Malabar  ccaft,  and  who 
are  generally  called  P.larratta  pirates,  ac- 
tually belong  to  thofe  ftates.  It  is  poiTible, 
indeed,  that  they  may  defcend  from  the 
fouthern  parts  of  the  Marratta  dominions ; 
but  in  this  cafe,  unowned  and  unencouraged 
by  that  government,  they  il^ulk  under  the 
flag  of  the  little  difaffed:ed  princes,  who  are 
very  frequent  on  thofe  coafts. 

Being  to  touch  at  Mafcate,  and  as  the 
S.  W.  winds  were  fall  approaching,  and  the 
direction  of  the  current  bore  towards  the 
coafl;  of  Sindys  or  Diu,  we  fleered  weft- 
ward,  and  made  the  land  of  a  low  and 
fandy  fliore,  S.W.  of  the  Refulgat  moun- 
tains. We  then  coafted  northward,  and 
dropped  anchor  at  Mafcate,  after  a  palTage 
of  thirteen  days.  Befides  a  large  and  ex- 
cellent road,  there  is  here  a  very  good  har- 
bour, in  v/hich  we  found  four  fathoms  and 
a  half  of  water.  The  high  mountains  of 
the  coaft  and  adjacent  ifland?,  by  which  the 
harbour  is  formed,  cover  it  from  the  winds, 

aid 
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and  prote6l  it  in  all  feafons  from  the  incon- 
venience of  a  rolling  fea.  S.  W.  from  the 
heights  of  cape  Refulgat,  and  on  that  part 
of  the  coafl  where  we  landed,  is  another 
port ;  but  it  is  only  frequented  by  the 
Arabs,  the  Abyflinians,  and  the  trade  of 
the  Red  Sea.  Mafcate  is  without  the 
freights  of  Ormus,  and  confequently  in  a 
moft  favourable  fituation  for  trade.  Hence 
it  ferves  as  an  emporium  for  the  commerce 
of  Indus,  whofe  flraits  are  frequently  rough 
and  tempeftuous,  as  well  as  for  that  of 
the  Perfian  gulf,  whofe  navigation  is  much 
more  tedious  and  uncertain  than  that  of  the 
Indian  fea. 

Our  pilot,  though  an  Indian  Moor,  was 
a  man  of  good  capacity;  he  fettled  with 
great  faciUty  the  fliip's  courfe,  but  by  rules 
different  from  ours,  which  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  explain  :  he  gave  his  orders  with 
much  compofure  and  precifion ;  and  navi- 
gated the  ve/lel  by  charts,  which  he  him- 
felf  had  drawn  of  the  Chinefe  gulf  of 
Bengal  and  Perfia.  Had  the  natural  talents 
of  this  Moor  been  cultivated  by  the  fcience 
of  mathematics,   and  had  he  polTefTed  in  a 

higher 
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higher  degree  the  enterprize  of  a  European 
navigator,  I  am  llitisficd  he  would  have 
made  an  excellent  feaman. 

I  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  going 
afliore,  and  met  with  a  native  of  Hifpahan, 
who  adted  as  agent  for  French  affairs  in 
this  city.  The  Arabian  populace  have  ge- 
nerally been  reprefented  as  a  wicked  and 
licentious  race  of  men^  a  report  which^ 
as  I  went  about  in  town  and  country,  in 
an  European  drefs,  without  meeting  with 
the  fmalleft  diilurbance,  my  own  experi- 
ence by  no  means  warrants  me  to  confirm. 
In  this  town,  which,  by  the  bye,  is  mife- 
rably  built,  I  faw  a  number  of  line  gar- 
dens. Befides  trefoil,  and  as  many  vege- 
tables as  a  fcanty  foil,  lying  among  barren 
rocks,  may  be  expeded  to  produce,  there 
are  here  dates,  apricots,  and  fig-trees,  both 
of  India  and  Europe.  The  roots  and  ve- 
getables are  equal  to  the  confumption  of 
ilrangers  as  well  as  the  inhabitants.  This 
port  is  frequented  by  fliipping  from  the 
different  countries  of  India ;  but  particu- 
larly by  thofe  employed  in  the  coafting 
trade  from  Eleatif  all  the  way  to  Ceyion. 
8  The 
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The  quiet  manners  of  the  Arabians  in  this 
city,  proceed  probably  from  their  intercourfe 
with  flrangers,  and  from  their  being  ac- 
cuftomed  to  mingle  with  people  of  all  re- 
ligions, as  well  as  from  the  good  policy 
of  the  Iman  or  fovereign,  who  is  anxious 
to  promote  the  interefls  of  trade  and  navi- 
gation in  every  part  of  his  dominions. 
Befides,  it  is  ftill  recolleded  that  this  coun- 
'try  once  belonged  to  the  Portuguefe,  and 
that  coercive  means  have  occalionally  been 
employed  to  controul  the  reftlefs  humour 
of  the  natives  ;  and  hence  the  reafon,  I 
prefume,  why  Europeans  experience  a  de- 
gree of.  confideraticn  here,  which  they  do 
not  enjoy  in  any  other  part  of  Arabia.  The 
Iman  is  too  fennble  of  the  advantages  of 
their  commerce,  to  difcourage  them  from 
entering  his  harbour  ;  but  he  is  alfo  jealous 
of  their  condud:,  and  too  careful  of  his 
own  fecurity  to  permit  them  to  fettle  in 
his  town.  He  knows,  that  although  Maf- 
cate  is  fituated  on  the  mainland  of  Arabia, 
it  is,  however,  in  a  manner  feparated  from 
the  continent  by  very  high  and  inaccelTible 
mountains,  and  he  therefore  trembles  at  the 

thought 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  65 

thought  of  admitting  an  European  colony 
within  the  walls  of  a  city,  which  has  no 
communication  with  his  other  dominions, 
except  by  a  narrow  pafs  among  fteep  and 
rugged  rocksi  where  a  handful  of  men 
might  eafily  Hop  the  progrefs  of  a  whole 
armv- 

The  Tman  of  this  kingdom  affedts  to  be 
the  only  real  defcendant  of  Mahomet,   and 
therefore  wears  a  blue,  inftead  of  the  green 
turban   which   is  worn   by  the   cheiks   of 
Turkey.     He  is  fovereign  of  an  extenfive 
country,  and  refides  in  his  capital,  fituated 
behind  lofty  and  barren   mountains,  at  five 
days  journey  from  Mafcate.     Faffing   the 
mountains  of  Mafcate,  the  traveller  defcends 
into  a  vaft  plain  covered  with  date   trees, 
interfperfed  with  herds  of  cattle  and  fruitful 
fields,   and  cultivated  by  a  people  of  civil 
and   obliging   manners.     Such  is    the   in- 
formation, at  leaft,  which  I   received  from 
a  French  fador,  who,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
heat  of  Mafcate,  which  the  refledion  of 
the   mountains>  and  the  fcarcity  of  rain   in 
the  dryfeafon,  render  almoft  uninhabitable, 
pafies  the  fumraer  months  in  that  country, 
VoL.IL  F  Rain 
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Rain  never  falls  oftener  in  this  part  of  the 
world  than  four  or  perhaps  five  times  in 
the  year. 

In  thefe  regions  the  bulk  of  the  inhabi- 
tants live  chiefly  on  dates  and  milk,  con- 
verted into  a  very  dry  fubftance,  with  the 
appearance   of  little    flint    ftoneSj    which, 
however,    being    again    diflx>lved,   afford    a 
kind  of  acid,  but  refreiliing   liquor.     The 
environs  of  Mafcate,  which   arc   confined 
by   their  contiguity  to    thefe   high   naked 
mountains,  produce  nothing  but  a  few  ve- 
getables.    From  the  fea,  however,  they  are 
well  fupplied  with  fiili,  while  all  other  ar- 
ticles of  fubfiflence  are  imported  either  by 
fea  from   Sindys  and  Perfia,  or  upon  the 
backs  of  mules   from  the  interior  parts  of 
the  countiy. 

I  obferved  both  at  Batavia  and  Surat, 
that  the  Afiatic  women,  efpecially  the  Ma- 
hometans, appear  very  feldom  abroad.  At 
Surat,  the  body  as  well  as  the  face  of  the 
women  is  covered  by  a  veil ;  but  at  Mafcate 
thefe  oriental  manners  are  obferved  with 
fuch  extreme  rigour,  that  not  even  in  a 
/hop  or  public  market  is  an  Arabian  female 

ta 
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to  be  feen.  During  my  abode  in  tbis  city  I 
did  not  obfcrve  an  individual  of  the  moft 
amiable  part  of  our  fpccies,  three  negroc 
Haves  excepted,  and  they  were  wrapped  up 
in  large  linen  cloaks. 

Having  fpent  feveral  days  at  this  port, 
one  of  the  moft  commercial  in  Arabia 
Felix,  we  got  a  pilot  for  the  Perlian  Gulf, 
and  weighing  anchor  ftood  for  the  Straits 
of  Ormus,  which  we  came  in  view  of  in 
the  fpace  of  forty-eight  hours ;  but  as  the 
wind  blew  from  the  N.  W.  frefli  and 
fqually,  in  ordsr  to  clear  the  ifles  of  Ormus 
and  Mamouth  Salem,  we  were  obliged  to 
keep  tacking  for  feveral  days. 

The  terror  of  a  tremendous  rolling  fea, 
which  prevails  in  the  Straits  of  Ormus, 
has  given  rife  to  a  very  lingular  cuftom 
pra(5tifed  by  the  Indian  mariners.  On  a 
certain  day  of  the  year  they  conftrudt,  as  a 
prefent  for  and  in  order  to  appcafe  the 
wrath  of  Mamouth  Salem,  a  fmall  vefTel, 
which,  upon  entering  the  Straits,  they 
launch  into  the  waves,  fatisiicd  that  by 
this  fymbolical  fliipwreck  they  elude  the 
fury  of  that  vengeance  which  was  pointed 
F  2  againft 
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againft  "themfelves.  To  this  rite  of  fu- 
perftition  fucceeds  a  mock  naval  engage- 
ment, in  whicli  the  brave  exertions  of  the 
natives  to  defend  the  entrance  to  their 
feas  againft  the  invafions  of  the  enemy,  are 
meant  to  be  reprefented;  when  the  former, 
after  difplaying  many  feats  of  heroic  valour, 
are  conftantly  viiftorious. 

We  foon  difcovered  a  cape  on  the  coall 
of  Perfia,  which  forms  a  kind  of  elbow, 
and  determines  the  entrance  to  the  Straits. 
I  had  been  told  it  was  ufual  to  fail  imme- 
diately round  it;  but  our  pilot  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  and  chofe  to  ftand  towards 
the  other  fide,  keeping  at  feveral  leagues 
diftance  from  the  coaft  of  Arabia.  I  can- 
not, however,  give  him  much  credit  for  his 
ability  as  a  feaman  on  this  occafion,  for 
next  day  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  N.  W. 
and  blew  frefli  with  violent  fqualls.  It 
was  now  the  feafon  when  the  N.  W.  winds 
prevail  in  the  Perfian  Gulf,  and  as  they 
continue  to  blow  during  the  fummer 
months,  the  paffage  of  the  Straits  was 
become  extremely  precarious.  We  entered 
the  Sound,  which  continues  all  the  way  to 

BalTora ; 
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Bailbra ;  and  having  difcovered  the  coaft  of 
Bender  Abafiy,   a  port  much  frequented  in 
former  times,  we  flood  along  the  fide  of  a 
little  illand   fituated  S.  W.  of  Camro?i  or 
Kifmijl.\  between  which  two  places  lies  a 
pallage  into  the  Straits.     The  wind  favour- 
ing  us  a  little,  we  coalled   the  ifland  of 
Camron  on  the  fide  next  the  fea.     As  we 
advanced,   the  courfe  of  the  current,  which 
ifTues  from  the  mouth  of  the  gulf,  as  well 
as  the  N.  W.  wind,  which  blew^  conftantly 
till   we  reached  BafTora,  w^re  againfl:    us. 
We   failed,    therefore,    at    the    diflance    of 
only  five  or  fix  leagues  from  the  coafl  of 
Perfia,  in  order  to  keep  as  much  as  pofiiblc 
in  the  line  of  feparation  between  the  N.  W. 
wind,  which    blows   towards  the  coafi:  of 
Arabia,  and  is  efi:eemed  extremely  unwhole- 
fome,  and  that    ftormy  region  which   lies 
along  the  Perfian  fhore.     We  had  at  times 
favourable   intervals,   and    continuing    the 
fame  courfe  we   left  three  iflands  towards 
the  coafl:  of  Arabia,  but  kept  conflantly  at 
the  fame  diftance  from  the  fide  of  Perfia, 
being  apprehenfive  of  meeting  with  florms 
or  calms  under  the  adjacent  mountains. 

F  3  CHAP- 
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CHAP.      VIIL 

CharaBcr  of  the  Dervifes  and  Moorifi  Muf^ 
Jiilmen  of  Afa. — The  opmio?i  the  jJfatics 
in  general  entertain  of  Europeans. — Sin^ 
gular  mathematical  dcmonftration  of  the 
Indian  philofophers, — The  Author  arrive^ 
at  Bender  Aboiichier^  in  Perfa. 

1  LIVED  on  the  beil:  terms  with  our 
Moorifh  paflengers,  whofe  irieek  and 
peaceable  difpofition  harmonized  with  my 
own.  They  appeared  fomewhat  fanatical 
in  matters  of  religion,  as  indeed  are  all 
MulTulmen  of  great  towns,  but  I  was 
careful  to  give  thern  no  offence  in  their 
exercifes,  for  while  they  faid  prayers  and 
read  the  Koran  at  my  fide,  I  made  it  my 
bufinefs  never  to  be  found  between  their 
proftrations  and  the  prophet's  grave  at 
Mecca.  Their  complaifant  behaviour  was 
not  confined  to  Muilulmen,  but  extended 
equally  to  Gentoos,  Chriftians,  and  Jews, 
a  liberality  which  foftened  in  fome  degree 
the  harih  opinion  I  had  been  ufed  to  en- 
tertain 
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terta'in  of  all  who  had  imbibed  the  haughty 
and  imperious  dodlrines  of  Mahomet.  The 
iirfl  principles  of  that  law,  though  fevere 
and  intolerant  as  to  manners,  are  in  many 
refpe<5ls  juil;  but  the  fyflem  being  upon 
the  whole  a  tranfcript  of  the  prejudices 
and  narrow  charatfter  of  its  founder,  tends 
to  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  its  votaries  a 
fuperlative  notion  of  fuperiority  over  other 
men.  The  friendly  and  fociable  behaviour, 
therefore,  of  thefe  Moors,  I  would  refer 
partly  to  the  native  character  of  the  Afiatic, 
and  partly  to  the  leaft  exceptionable  maxims 
and  inflitutions  of  their  religion. 

Wc  had  like  wife  twenty  Dervifes,  whofe 
deportment  was  in  every  refpedt  congenial 
to  their  profeffion,  and  engaged  my  fincere 
veneration.  From  their  converfation  I  could 
difcover  in  thefe  men  the  foundcft  prin- 
ciples of  morality,  which  their  painful  litu- 
ation  during  this  voyage  gave  them  fre- 
quent occafion  to  exercife.  One  of  their 
companions,  who  lay  ill,  after  fuffering  ex- 
treme agony,  which  he  bore  v/ith  great 
conftancy  and  relignation,  fhewed,  in  a 
mild  and  ferene  countenance,  at  the  moment 
F  4  of 
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of  his  difTolution,  with  how  little  regret  he 
bade  adieu  to  this  frail  and  miferable  life. 
For  the  edification  of  the  company  during 
our  repafts,  the  beft  informed  among  the 
Dervifes  were  regularly  invited  by  the 
fhip's  officers  to  read  and  explain  different 
paifages  of  their  books ;  but  thefe  lectures 
I  ufed  to  find  of  a  very  tirefome  length. 
On  fuch  occafions  I  enjoyed  the  agreeable 
fociety  of  a  Jew,  a  native  of  Aden,  who 
was  not  inferior  to  any  of  our  pafTengers  in 
the  meek  and  moral  virtues  of  tha  Aliatic ; 
and  with  whom  I  had  much  fatisfadiion  in 
difcufTmg  the  grounds  of  our  different  re- 
ligious opinions. 

The  fliip's  officeis  feemed  to  be  of  an 
inquilitive  difpofition,  and  hence,  among 
many  other  queflions,  I  was  afked,  why 
the  French  in  general  were  fo  little  addided 
to  the  fanie  fimple  way  of  thinking  and 
ailing  as  myfelf  ^  whence  arofe  that  ex- 
treme impatience,  which  hurried  them  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth,  amafling  money,'  and 
fpending  it  to  no  manner  of  purpofe ;  and 
>vhat  pleafure  or  amufement  they  could 
find  la  being  the  inftruments  of  animofity 
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and  dilTenfion  in  all  the  nations  which  had 
the    misfortune    to    receive     tlieir    vifits  ? 
They  exprefled  much  regret  that  the  Eu- 
ropeans had  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  fcducing 
the   natives  of  Afia  to  their  interefts  and 
views,  the  pernicious  effeds  of  which  they 
alledged  were  now  felt,  when  it  was  too 
late   to   remedy   them.     I   talked  a   great 
deal  of  the  glory  of  the  GraJide  Plonarquc, 
and  the  dignity  as  well  as  fecurity  of  the 
ftate :  but  they  could  entertain  no   notion 
of  glory,  or  even  of  duty,  when  feparated 
from  moral  rectitude,  and  the  principles  of 
a  fimple  and  charitable  mind.     I  will  not 
pretend  to  fay   which  opinion  prevailed  in 
point  of  argument ;  but  it  was  evident,  that 
though 'tiiey  feemed  extremely  candid  and 
open  to  information,  I  had  not  the  honour 
to  bring   them   over   to   my   fide    of  the 
queftion. 

The  AHatics  in  general  confider  Euro- 
peans as  men  of  reafoning,  rather  than 
reafonable  men ;  or,  in  other  w^ords,  as  a 
race  of  ingenious  fools ;  and  in  this  opi- 
nion our  whole  fhip's  company  feemed  to 
concur.     According  to  them,    in  order  to 

form 
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form  a  right  judgment  of  any  thing,  a  man 
lliould  afTume  the  charad:er  of  a  judge,  di- 
verted of  all  bias  and  interefl  whatever  with 
regard  to  the  point  in  difcuflion.  He 
muft  poflefs  the  faculty  of  a  jufl:  and  lumi- 
nous underftanding,  with  what  they  term 
an  unimpaired  elafticity  of  brain ;  requi- 
lites  feldom  to  be  found  in  a  man  of  bufi- 
nefs,  the  bent  of  whofe  mind^is  too  much 
diredted  towards  one  objed:,  and  never, 
they  contend,  to  be  found  in  an  European, 
whcfe  prejudiced  habits  of  life  arc  wholly 
incompatible  with  freedom  of  reflection 
and  found  judgment.  The  reafoning  of 
thefe  people  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
altogether  falfe ;  but  when  I  confidered 
their  indolence,  and  our  weaknefs,  the  dif- 
ference between  us  appeared  to  be  only  in 
degree ;  for  it  is  impoffible  that  human 
candour  and  impartiality  fhould  ever  reach 
fo  high  a  flandard,  as  that  all  the  fentiments 
of  even  the  beft  men  fliall  be  true,  and  cx- 
atftly  conformable  to  the  nature  of  things. 

Although  thefe  men  were  by  no  means 
adepts  in  the  fcience  of  geometry,  they  af- 
fe(fted  to  afcertain  the  feat  of  jufl  thought 

bv 
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by  a  very  fingular  kind  of  mathematical  il- 
luftration.  This,  they  fay,  is  to  be  found 
on  the  vertex  of  a  very  obtufs  angle,  formed 
by  tv70  lines,  the  extremities  of  which  at 
the  point  of  conta(ft  reprefent  {enfc  and 
reafon.  The  other  extremities  of  the 
lines,  on  account  of  the  fpecics  of  angle 
they  contain,  are  almoft  oppofite  to  each 
other,  and  denote  folly  in  oppoiition  to 
fenfe,  and  flupidity  in  oppoiition  to  reafon; 
— now  the  moment  a  man  recedes  from  the 
angular  point  where  fenfe  and  reafon  are 
united,  and  where  nature  originally  placed 
him,  he  begins  to  approximate  to  the  ex- 
treme, either  of  folly  or  ftupidity.  In  their 
application  of  this  problem,  the  natives  of 
both  countries  deal  uncandidly  with  each 
other;  for  while  the  Afiatic  finds  the  Eu- 
ropean at  the  pinnacle  of  folly,  the  Euro- 
pean is  equally  fure  he  difcovers  the  Afiatic 
in  the  extreme  point  of  flupidity.  For 
my  part,  I  am  perfuaded  that  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  is  in  a  condition  to  main- 
tain his  balance  on  the  angular  point.  And 
therefore  to  man,  liable  as  he  is  to  be  fur- 
prized  and  agitated  by  all  the  violent  paf- 

fions 
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fions  of  his  nature,  the  flation  affigned 
him  by  the  Indian  philofopher  mufl:  ever 
afford  a  precarious  fupport.  But  I  return 
to  the  fequel  of  my  voyage. 

We  touched  at  Bender  Abouchier,  a  fea 
port  of  Perfia,  where,  after  executing  the 
inftrudtions  of  our  employers,  we  were  to 
receive  a  new  pilot.  The  firft  pilot  be- 
longed to  Mafcate,  and  had  engaged  to  con- 
dud;  us  for  fifty  rupees  to  Abouchier  only. 
We  were  now  to  enter  the  channel  of  the 
Euphrates,  the  navigation  of  which  this 
pilot  did  not  pretend  to  underftand,  and  it 
was  plain  he  was  but  a  novice  in  the  prac- 
tical part  of  his  profeffion ;  for  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  twenty  leagues  from  Abouchier 
the  Ihip  got  entangled  among  rocks,  which 
projedt  from  a  certain  cape  far  into  the 
lea,  and  by  this  accident  we  were  confi- 
derablv  detained.  While  we  were  flru^r- 
gling  with  our  difficulties  amidft  thefe 
rocks,  at  leaft  five  leagues  from  land,  the 
wind,  which  never  veered  from  the  N.  W. 
fprung  up  frefh  and  fqually,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  drop  an  anchor  in  twenty  fathoms 
water,    two  leagues    from   the   Hiore.     A 

calm 
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calm  now  enfued,  and  we  again  got  under 
weigh,  and  at  length  doubled  the  cape, 
after  which  the  coafl:  begins  to  recede  to- 
wards the  N.  E.',  bat  we  fpent  twelve 
days  in  recovering  the  advantage  we  had 
loft  by  the  ignorance  of  our  pilot.  We 
now  ftood  with  the  rocks  of  the  cape  on 
our  right,  and  a  fmall  illand  with  feveral 
adjacent  fand-banks  on  the  larboard  fide. 
Thefe  rocks  are  very  incorredtly  laid  down 
on  our  charts,  which  indeed  are  in  general 
extremely  inaccurate  refpedling  the  naviga- 
tion of  this  gulf.  Six  days  after,  as  we 
palled  a  fort,  formerly  in  pofTeffion  of  the 
Portuguefe,  we  entered  the  road  of  Abou- 
chier,  which  is  much  expofed,  but  has  an 
excellent  bottom. 

In  the  mouth  of  the  port  lay  a  vefTel  be- 
longing to  Great  Britain,  the  only  Euro- 
pean nation  which  trades  here.  The  en- 
trance to  the  harbour  being  formed  by 
banks  of  fand,  extending  a  great  way  into 
the  gulf,  is  difficult  of  accefs :  the  road  is, 
befides,  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  the 
land,  and  the  coaft  is  excellively  low  to- 
wards the  edge  of  the  fea. 

I  From 
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From  this  plentiful  country,  which  is  re-- 
g3.rded  as  the  granary  of  BafTora,  we  re- 
ceived an  excellent  fupply  of  provifions. 
The  foil  immediately  about  BafTora,  as  well 
as  the  adjacent  country,  being  miferably  dry 
and  barren,  its  inhabitants  are  indebted  for 
the  neceffaries  of  life  to  Bender  Abouchier, 
whofe  environs  are  remarkably  fertile  and 
pleafant. 


CHAP.       IX. 


Anchorage  on  the  coajl  of  the  ijla?id  of  Ca- 
reith. — Pajfage  from  thence  to  the  7noiith 
of  the  Euphrates. — Defcription  of  this 
river  and  the  Curd  Coaft, — Arrival  at 
BaJJhra. 

HAVING  taken  on  board  a  pilot  for 
the  further  profecution  of  our  voyage, 
in  confideration  of  whofe  trouble  and  the 
ufe  of  a  founding  boat  v/e  were  to  pay 
thirty  rupees,  we  again  put  to  fea  with  a 
favourable  wind,  and  ftood  for  the  mouth 

of 
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of  the  Euphrates.  We  had  proceeded  little 
more  than  three  leagues  and  a  half,  for  we 
had  not  yet  doubled  the  ifland  of  Careith, 
when  the  wind  returning  to  the  N.  W. 
blew  fre/h,  and  excelTively  hot.  We  tacked, 
but  without  gaining  the  fmallefl  advan- 
tage;  and  the  wind  continuing  to  blow 
with  the  fame  force,  feconded  by  the  cur^ 
rent,  and  our  water,  of  which  we  had 
laid  in  none  at  Abouchier,  beginning  to 
fail,  we  came  to  anchor  at  Careith.  The 
fovereignty  of  this  iOand  belongs  to  a 
Perfian  chief,  who  pays  tribute  to  the 
prince  of  Bender  Abouchier.  This  prince 
likewife  receives  tribute  from  the  little 
ifland  of  Barheim,  famous  for  its  pearl- 
fi/heries.  The  empire  of  Perfia,  like  that 
of  the  Mogul,  is  broken  into  fmall  princi- 
palities, which  are  held  and  acknowledged 
by  their  refpea:ive  lords  as  fiefs  under  the 
prince  of  Hifpahan. 

The  ifle  of  Careith,  which  once  belonged 
to  the  Dutch,  and  which  the  Englifli  in  a 
later  period  endeavoured  to  become  maflers 
of,  is  at  prefent  inhabited  by  Perfians,  Curds, 
and  Arabs,  who  all  agree  in  one  point,  viz. 

a  moil 
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a  moft  rooted  antipathy  to  Europeans.  The 
Careith  velTels,  which  infefl  the  Perfian 
Gulf,  are  like  our  gallies ;  and  though  they 
are  fcarcely  confidered  in  the  light  of  pi- 
rates, every  European  trader  ought  to  be 
well  armed  and  in  condition  to  face  them. 
Prefuming,  at  firfl  fight,  that  we  belonged 
to  fome  European  port,  they  gave  chace, 
and  flopped  our  fhip's  boat;  but,  upon 
difcovering  that  our's  was  an  Indian  veflelj 
the  boat  was  releafed,  and  we  were  per- 
mitted to  profecute  our  voyage. 

The  inhabitants  of  Abouchier  itfelf  are 
far  from  being  in  the  intereft  of  Europeans^ 
and  hence  the  bottom  of  the  gulf  from 
Barheim  to  Abouchier  is  frequented  by  a 
number  of  fmall  vefiels,  a  fort  of  femi-" 
pirates,  againft  which  fuch  fliips  from  Eu- 
rope as  have  bufinefs  in  thefe  feas  would 
do  well  to  be  on  their  guard.  Though  we 
had  been  provided  with  a  pilot  for  the  Eu- 
phrates at  Abouchier,  we  were  obliged  to 
hire  another  at  Careith ;  and  as  a  part  of 
his  falary  is  a  perquifite  to  government,  it 
was  idle  to  infift  upon  the  inutility  of  two 
pilots  for  the  fame  voyage.  Having  there- 
fore. 
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fore,  according  to  Afiatic  cuflom,  made 
him  a  pixfent  over  and  above  his  wages, 
and  received  another  in  return,  vv^e  again 
fet  fail.  As  the  coaft  lies  extremely  low, 
and  is  bordered  all  along  with  flooded 
grounds,  it  was  with  great  difficulty,  and 
by  conftantly  heaving  the  lead,  our  pilots 
being  very  unlliilful,  that  we  at  laft  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  At  the  diftance 
of  eight  leagues  from  the  Euphrates,  the 
pilots,  I  obferved,  became  anxious  about 
what  they  called  the  entrance  to  the  old 
bed  of  the  river,  which  is  lituated  on  the 
Curd  coaft.  We  paifed  over  various  banks 
and  gutters,  along  which  the  river  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  gulf,  and  were  twice 
a-ground,  notwithftanding  the  attention  of 
our  pilots,  before  we  could  reach  the  coaft 
of  Arabia.  We  fent  the  boat  and  fome  of 
our  hands  on  fhore,  in  queft  of  the  date-tree ; 
for  as  it  is  not  produced  on  the  confines 
of  the  other  paiTages,  it  is  by  this  means 
they  are  enabled  to  afcertain  the  principal 
channel  of  the  river.  We  foon  found  a 
date  branch,  which  encouraged  our  pilots, 
and  they  entered  boldly  into  the  channel. 
Vol.  II.  G  As 
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As  this  palTage  runs  in  a  line  parallel  to  thf 
fhore,  as  foon  as  the  vefTel  gets  fight  of  th« 
land,  which,  however,  is  extremely  low, 
fhe  is  known  to  be  clear  of  all  thofe  banks 
that  incommode  the  navigation  of  the  Eu- 
phrates. Befides  the  inconvenience  of  a 
very  rapid  current,  there  are  but  twenty 
feet  water  at  flood  tide  in  the  deepefi:  of 
thofe  channels,  which  run  between  the 
fand-banks  formed  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 
It  is  neceffary  in  thefe  narrow  channels  to 
be  particularly  careful  not  to  run  a-ground ; 
for,  being  expofed  in  this  fituation  to  the 
whole  force  of  the  current,  the  vefTel  would 
be  in  danger  of  going  to  pieces.  When 
the  pilot  is  apprehenfive,  therefore,  of  fuch 
an  accident,  he  endeavours  to  lay  the  fhip 
in  a  cavity  of  the  bank,  where,  as  the  force 
of  the  current  has  been  already  broken  in 
its  defcent,  fhe  may  remain  in  tolerable 
fafety. 

The  Curd  coad  being  formed  entirely  of 
fiinken  grounds,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  other  paflages  up  the  Euphrates, 
mentioned  by  fome  navigators,  are  extremely 
narrow;  at  leaft,   I  can  fay  that  in  failing 

up 
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Up  this  river  I  did  not  find,  and  I  have  not 
heard  that  there  is  any  other  very  conlide- 
iiable  channel. 

The  dry  and  Hmdy  coafl  of  Arabia  is  a 
certain  mark  of  the  branch  we  purfued;  but 
we  had  fleered  along  this  coaft  a  confide- 
rable  time,  when  we  arrived  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  river's  oppoiite  bank,  which 
is  on  the  Curd  fide  green ifh,  and  ought  to 
be  in  view  before  the  pilot  attempts  to 
enter  into  the  middle  of  the  channel.  The 
vefTcl  no  fooner  gets  between  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,  than  the  depth  of  water  is 
found  to  be  confiderably  increafed.  As 
BaiTora  is  at  the  diftance  of  forty  leagues 
from  the  fea,  fliips  fail  up  with  the  tide, 
and  anchor  at  Jufan  in  any  place  they  pleafe, 
unmolefled  by  the  current.  At  Jufan  the 
bottom  is  good,  and  of  a  greenifli  clay,  but 
of  fo  tenacious  a  quality,  that  it  is  often  dif- 
ficult to  weigh  anchor :  for  about  twenty- 
five  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
it  is  tolerably  neat  and  clean,  but  it  begins 
there  to  be  incommoded  by  fand-banks, 
which  render  the  navigation  very  difficult. 

G   2  The 
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The  Euphrates  detaches,  on  the  fide  of 
Arabia,  a  fmall  channel  navigable  for  craft 
of  fifty  tons,  along  which  are  villages  that 
trade  with  BafTora,  and  Elcatif,  a  town  of 
Arabia,  fituated  in  the  line  of  the  channel. 
We  continued  our  courfe  along  the  coafl  of 
Arabia;  but  found  it  neceilary  to  proceed 
with  the  greateft  circumfpe(5tion,  particu- 
larly where  the  fhore  is  low,  as  it  is  fome- 
times  without  date-trees,  and  overflowed 
at  high  water. 

We  pafled  a  mofque  of  Dervifes  on  the 
Curd  coafl:,  and  afterwards  the  ruins  of 
fome  old  fortifications,  acrofs  which  and 
the  oppofite  bank  Solimancha,  a  famous 
Curd  chieftain,  threw  chains  and  a  bridge 
of  boats,  when  he  intercepted  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Euphrates.  About  fix  leagues 
from  Bafibra,  we  pafi^ed  to  the  left  of  the 
little  ifland  of  CheUby,  and  afterwards  dif- 
covered,  on  the  coaft  of  Arabia,  the  mouth 
of  a  fmall  river,  on  the  banks  of  which 
fbands  an  inconfiderable  mofque.  Here,  at 
a  third  of  the  river's  breadth  from  the 
Arabiar^  coaft,  the  Bafibra  fiiipping  come  to 

anchor. 
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anchor.  On  the  border  of  this  river,  and 
only  a  quarter  of  a  league  within  the  extre- 
mities of  its  banks,  (lands  the  city  of  Baf- 
fora,  whofe  gardens  extend  to  the  very  edge 
of  the  Euphrates. 


CHAP.      X. 


J^efcription  of  the  city  of  Bajfora. — Politic 
condu5l  of  the  EjigiiJJj  in  obtaining  a  foot- 
ing there. — T^he  Author  quits  B  a  for  a  to 
join  a  caravan  of  Arabian  fiep herds  for 
Aleppo, 

AT  this  place  we  found  three  armed 
fliips  belonging  to  Great  Britain, 
which  were  deftined  for  the  protecftion  of 
the  Engliih  at  Bailora,  Aboucheir,  and  Maf- 
cate,  as  well  as  to  defend  their  trade  from 
the  depredations  of  the  natives  in  the  navi- 
gation of  the  gulf.  The  Englifli  polTefs 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Baflbra  trade;  but 
as  the  Arabs  and  Curds,  who  compofe  the 
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bulk  of  the  inhabitants,  are  little  civilized, 
and  as  the  Turks,  from  their  remote  litua- 
tion  from  Europe,  might  be  tempted  to 
ej^pel  ftrangers,  with  a  view  to  a  monopoly 
of  this  trade,  the  Englirti  have  had  the  ad- 
drefs,  under  various  pretexts,  to  get  five 
hundred  national  troops  ftationed  on  (hore. 
Befides,  as  their  lliips  lie  at  anchor  within 
lefs  than  a  gun-ihot  of  the  town,  they 
are  in  condition  to  over-awe  the  inhabitants 
upon  any  emergency  that  may  render  their 
interference  expedient.  The  Arabian  po- 
pulace are  generally  confidered,  as  has  been 
already  obferved,  fpiteful  and  vindidlive  to 
flrangers,  particularly  Europeans ;  I  have  feen, 
however,  Indian  failors  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Englifh  give  law  to  the  natives  of  BafTora,  by 
a  fevere  application  of  the  oar.  This  beha- 
viour would  have  been  very  differently  re- 
ceived from  the  hirelings  of  any  other  na- 
tion ;  but  it  is  a  common  obfervation,  that 
the  arrogance  of  a  powerful  mafter  often 
defcends  to  his  fervant ;  hence,  though  na- 
turally tame  and  unwarlike  in  his  own  cha- 
racter, he  will  affect  a  fuperiority  over  thofe 
who,  on  ordinary  occafions,  are  much  braver 

than 
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than  himfelf.  In  the  exercife  of  a  moft 
extenlive  commerce,  the  Enghlh  have  dif- 
covered  the  good  pohcy  of  appearing  open 
and  hberal  in  their  tranfad:ions  with  ftran- 
gers ;  and  therefore,  though  tlieir  con- 
duit, in  other  refped:s,  often  gives  umbrage, 
they  are  efleemed  as  merchants. 

Baflbra  is  a  large  and  populous  city ;  but 
the  town-walls,  as  well  as  the  private  houfes, 
which  are  fmall  and  mean,  are  built  en- 
tirely of  earth.  The  houfes  are  either  al- 
together without  windows,  or  have  them 
pfLa  very  diminutive  fize,  in  order  to  ex- 
clude the  burning  winds  of  the  defert,  which 
arife  from  under  the  walls  of  the  town. 
The  banks  of  the  Euphrates  fupply  the 
inhabitants  with  fruit  and  vegetables,  while 
they  receive  from  Perfia  and  Bender  Abou- 
cheir  all  the  other  neceflaries  of  life.  The 
bulk  of  the  people,  like  the  reft  of  the 
natives  in  this  quarter  of  Arabia,  fubfift  al- 
moft  entirely  on  dates  and  a  kind  of  four 
milk.  The  cuftoms  of  the  Eaft,  refpcdting 
the  females,  are  obferved  here  in  all  their 
11:ri(flnefs  ;  infomuch  that,  from  the  condi- 
tion of  children  to  that  of  full-grown  wo- 
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men,  they  arc  equally  invifible  to  the  eye 
of  a  ftranger  as  if  they  were  entirely  ex- 
tind:. 

Baflbra  is  fubjedl,  under  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior,  to  the  Bafha  of  Bagdad,  who,  how- 
ever, poffeiTes  but  a  very  limited  authority, 
and  finds  it  expedient  to  exercife  much 
difcretion  in  his  conduit  towards  both  the 
Curds  and  Arabians.  Tliere  are  here  feve- 
ral  Jewifh  and  Arabian  merchants,  who 
trade  with  Aboucheir,  Mafcate,  Barheim, 
and  Elcatif,  and  efpecially  with  the  ille  of 
Barheim,  which  fupplies  the  Elcatif  mer- 
chants, as  v/ell  as  thofe  of  the  towns  on 
the  canal  above  mentioned,  with  beautiful 
pearls. 

In  the  regions  of  the  defert  immediately 
contiguous  to  this  city  are  Cheiks  or  Ara- 
bian Chieftains,  who  entertain  a  violent 
averfion  to  the  Mahometans,  and  who  wor- 
fhip  one  God,  without  regard  to  myftery, 
or  any  fyftematic  form  of  worfhip  what- 
ever. The  other  inhabitants  in  thefe  parts, 
particularly  on  the  confines  of  the  defert, 
arc  rigid  followers  of  the  prophet;  but  I 
am  told,  that  in   more    interior  fituations 

there 
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there  are  feveral  ignorant  tribes,  half  Jews 
and  half  ChrilHans,  who  adhere  to  no  de- 
fined ckfs  of  religious  opinions  in  the 
world. 

Having  quitted  the  fliip  before  Hie  ar- 
rived at  her  ftation,  I  got  on  fliore  the  25  th 
of  June,  1770,  and  was  well  received  by 
the  French  conful,  who  politely  made  me 
a  tender  of  his  fervices.  Learning  that 
fifteen  days  before  a  very  rich  and  numerous 
caravan  had  fet  out  for  Aleppo,  I  faw  with 
much  regret  that  our  tedious  pailage  from 
Surat  had  deprived  me  of  an  excellent  op- 
portunity of  croffing  the  defert^  and  was 
extremely  apprehenlive  that  I  might  be 
obliged  to  wait  fix  months  at  BafTora  for 
the  departure  of  another.  The  merchants 
of  this  place  carry  on  a  confiderable  traffic, 
by  means  of  large  boats  decked  with  lea- 
ther, deep  in  the  hull,  and  built  of  the 
date-tree,  (which  is  the  only  thing  like 
timber  in  this  country)  with  all  that  part 
of  Afia,  under  the  dominion  of  the  Porte, 
which  communicates  with  the  Tygris  and 
Euphrates. 

The 
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The  induftry  of  the  people  is  obllrvablc 
in  a  fpecies  of  curious  Uttle  boats,  which 
they  equip  for  the  navigation  of  the  river. 
They  are  of  an  oval  form,  made  of  ofiers 
interwoven  in  the  manner  of  a  bafket,  and 
coated  with  mud  and  tar.  They  are  very 
properly  named  couff'es,  and  move  by  means 
of  a  kind  of  oar  or  fcull,  prefenting  a  mode 
of  navigation  which  I  had  fcarcely  met  with 
before. 

My  fears  of  being  long  detained  at  this 
ftage  of  my  travels  were  of  fliort  continu- 
ance; for,  agreeably  to  information  I  had 
received  at  Surat,  I  was  told  the  day  after 
my  arrival,  th^t  a  caravan  of  Bedouins,  or 
Arabian  fhepherda,  on  their  way  to  Aleppo 
with  young  camels,  were  encamped  two 
days  journey  from  Baflbra.  Upon  the  ca- 
ravan's halting  in  the  neighbourhood,  their 
chief  had  fent  to  make  enquiry  in  the  city 
whether  there  were  any  pafTengers  who 
delired  to  take  the  advantage  of  his  pro- 
tedion  over  the  defert.  Some  Arabians 
in  the  vicinity  embraced  this  opportunity 
of  going   to  Aleppo,   from   one   of  whom 

thi^ 
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the  French  conful  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
hire  me  a  dromedary,  and  to  agree  with 
him  for  the  carriage  of  my  water  and  ef- 
fects, at  the  fame  time  flipulating  with 
another  for  his  fervices  as  a  cook.  The 
Moorilh  veffel  not  being  come  into  port, 
I  made  all  poffible  hafte  to  fetch  my  things 
from  on  board,  and  to  lay  in  fuch  provi- 
fions  as  were  neceffary  for  the  journey.  I 
dreifed  myfelf  in  a  Turkifh  habit,  and,  hav- 
ing made  my  heft  acknowledgments  to  my 
friend  the  conful  for  all  his  civilities,  I  took 
my  leave  and  departed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XI. 

*The  Author  fets  out  with  the  Caravan  on  his 
journey  through  the  Defert. — Aii  Arabian 
encampinent  is  difcovered. — Curious  cere^ 
monies  at  iJieeting^  betwixt  the  Arabs  and 
the  Bedouin  Jhepherds. — The  Author  vijits 
the  Arabian  camp,  and  defcribes  the  purfuits 
■and  mode  of  life  of  the  Arabs. 

MY  flay  at  Bailbra  was  only  three  days, 
and  I  joined  the  caravan  on  the  28th 
of  June.  In  the  evening  we  put  up  at  a 
built*  village,  where  I  met  with  the  Ara- 
bian with  whom  the  conful  had  made  the 
agreement,  and  from  whom  I  received  a 
written  obligation  for  my  fafe  condud:  to 
Aleppo.  He  took  me  under  his  care  with 
every  mark  of  hofpitality,  and  my  entertain- 
ment began  to  favour  rather  more  of  the 
{hepherd  than  town  life.  Next  day  the 
brother  of  my  Arabian  friend  having  ac- 

*  In  con  trad  illiniftion  to  the  moveable  habitations  of  th« 
defert, 
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qualnted  me  that  every  thing  was  ready  for 
our  departure,  I  mounted  a  camel,  for  the 
firfl  time  in  my  life,  in  company  with 
eight  Arabs.  We  began  our  march,  and 
came  up  in  the  evening  with  our  caravan, 
near  a  Bedouin  camp,  con  filling  of  Arabs 
who  fojourn  in  thefe  parts.  Our  caravan 
amounted  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and 
fifteen  hundred  young  camels.  The  defert 
feemed  entirely  covered  with  herds  and 
flocks  of  various  denominations,  belonging 
to  the  Bedouins  of  the  neighbouring  camp. 
The  camels  wander  over  the  defert  during 
the  day  in  fearch  of  food,  but  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  join  the  camp  in  the  evening, 
each  repairing  to  his  mafter's  tent,  before 
which  he  fquats  down  until  morning. 
From  their  milk  and  fleeces  the  Arab  de- 
rives all  the  fimple  neceflaries  of  life,  food, 
cloathing,  and  lodging. 

The  day  following  we  fet  forward  on 
our  journey,  when  the  great  extent  of 
ground  covered  by  the  caravan  afl^orded  a 
very  beautiful  and  entertaining  profped:. 
On  the  fecond  day  of  our  march  we  pafTed 
the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle  in  the  vicinity  of  a 

well, 
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well,  out  of  which  we  filled  our  bottles  ; 
and  in  two  days  more  we  came  to  other 
wells,  and  overtook  a  couple  of  Arabs 
mounted  on  afTes. 

On  the  eighth  day  of  our  journey,  we 
difcovered  an  Arabian  encampment  ;  and 
here,  in  order  to  prevent  my  being  didin- 
guifhed  from  my  companions,  I  put  on  an 
a^e  or  robe,  with  a  handkerchief  floating  on 
my  head,  in  the  ilyle  of  the  Arabs  of  the 
defert ;  for  hitherto  I  had  been  clad  in  the 
Turkifh  fafhion,  which  is  different  from 
that  of  the  Arabs,  particularly  the  Bedc^- 
ins.  The  a3e  is  made  of  woollen  fluff,  and 
compofes  the  drefs  of  both  fexes.  Next 
the  fkin  is  generally  worn  a  white  one  of  a 
fine  quality,  over  which  are  two  others  of  a 
larger  lize;  and  while  the  uppermoft  re- 
mains loofe  and  flowing,  the  fecond  is  faf- 
tened  about  the  waiil:  with  a  girdle.  The 
latter  is  commonly  ftriped  black  and  white; 
but  the  former  is  for  the  greateft  part  en- 
tirely black.  This  robe  is  of  a  very  fimple 
form,  and,  in  order  that  the  reader  may  have 
a  diftind:  idea  of  it,  he  has  only  to  conceive 
a  fack  of  an  equal  width  and  length,  which, 

being 
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being  flit  lengthways  for  the  convenience 
of  putting  it  on,  and  pafled  over  the  head^ 
with  two  holes,  one  in  each  corner,  to  re- 
ceive the  arms,  will  be  an  exa6t  model  of 
the  Arabian  abe.     This  is  all  the  variety  of 
drefs  that  enters  into  the  wardrobe  of  the 
Arab;  his  perfon,  however,  is  completely 
covered,   and  his  ahe  being   of  fo  clofe   a 
texture  as  to  be  impenetrable  to  water,  is 
an  excellent  defence  againft  rain ;  and,  as  it 
is  large  enough  to  give  free  circulation  to 
the  air,  and  denfe  enough  to  repel  the  firft 
blufh  of  the  fun's  rays,  it  is  equally  ufe- 
ful  againft    the  burning  heat   of  the    de- 
fert.     No  perfon  wears  either  breeches  or 
drawers,  as   is    cuftomary  in   towns.      On 
the  head  of  the  male  is    an   ample  fized. 
handkerchief  of  filk  and  cotton,  attached 
to  a  large    piece  of  cotton   cloth,   which, 
after  pafiing   twice   round  the  head,   falls 
upon  the  flioulders,  covering  them  by  its 
breadth.      Tlie  ends    of  the   handkerchief 
having  been  doubled  down  on  the  mouth 
and  nofe,  are  returned  under  the  fillet  which 
binds  it  to  the  head,  and  in  this  manner  the 
Arab  endeavours  to  defend  his  cheft   and 
4  lungs 
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lungs  againft  the  dangerous  influence  of  a 
moft  formidably  dry  and  parching  wind. 
The  true  Bedouin  Arab  never  (liaves  either 
his  head  or  beard ;  and  his  hair,  difpofed 
into .  ten  or  twelve  trefles,  floats  carelelsly 
down  his  Hioulders.  The  head-drefs  of  the 
women  is  almofl:  the  fame ;  and  indeed  one 
perceives  very  little  difference  between  the 
drefs  of  the  two  fexes,  except  in  the  colour 
of  the  handkerchief,  and  the  jewels  em- 
ployed to  adorn  the  head  of  the  female. 
The  a/?e  of  the  women,  ferves  for  a  com- 
plete veil  to  the  face,  there  being  only  a 
fmall  and  necefl^ary  aperture  for  the  eyes : 
in  many  parts  of  thefe  deferts,  however,  the 
Arabs  of  both  fexes  go  entirely  naked. 

The  Bedouins,  with  a  degree  of  pru- 
dence not  always  equally  vifible  in  their 
condu(ft,  as  will  afterwards  appear,  leaving 
their  camels  deftined  for  the  Aleppo  mar- 
ket confiderably  behind  us,  proceeded  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Arabian  camp. 
One  of  our  men  now  ran  before,  to  requeft 
the  friendfhip  of  the  tribe,  a  requeil:  which, 
of  courfe,  is  complied  with  almofl  as  foon 
as  a  flranger  has  arrived  within  the  lines  of 

their 
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their  encampment.  It  is  granted,  however, 
according  to  cuflom,  under  all  the  formali- 
ties of  war ;  and  therefore  a  party  of  the 
Arabian  warriors,  rufhing  inftantly  from 
their  camp,  ran  full  fpeed  towards  our  cara- 
van. The  Bedouins  difmounted  from  their 
dromedaries,  and  proceeded  with  equal  ce- 
lerity to  meet  them,  when  mingling  with 
much  apparent  rage,  each  holding  his  lance 
pointed  againft  the  breaft  of  his  opponent, 
they  exhibited  a  mock  fight,  accompanied 
with  loud  (houts  on  both  fides.  We  were 
foon  introduced  to  the  camp,  when  peace 
and  good  order  were  immediately  reftored. 
My  companions  were  delirous  to  have  fome 
traffic  in  camels,  and  we  fojourned  withia 
the  lines  of  the  Arabian  encampment  two 
days  and  a  half. 

One  day  I  went  on  a  vifit  to  the  Arabian 
camp  entirely  alone,  for  my  conducftor, 
either  really  or  affecfling  to  be  afraid  of 
fome  difagreeable  adventure,  declined  his 
attendance.  About  the  diftance  of  forty 
paces  from  their  tents  I  was  accofted  by 
a  fingle  Arab,  who  defired  to  know  my  bu- 
finefs.     Having  made  him  underhand  that 

Vol.  II.  H  I  was 
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I  was  a  ilranger  in  the  defert,  and  that  cu- 
riolity  alone  had  led  me  that  way,  he  fa- 
luted  me  with  much  civility,  and  conducSt- 
ing  me  to  his  tent  as  a  mark  of  his  hofpita- 
lity  placed  me  in  the  uppermoft  feat.  He 
was  by  profeiTion  a  fmith,  and  had  a  little- 
furnace,  which  he  heated  with  charcoal 
obtained  from  the  roots  of  brambles  ga- 
thered in  the  defert ;  and  had  contrived  to 
piece  four  fkins  in  the  form  of  a  large 
bladder,  which,  receiving  a  conftant  pref- 
fure  from  two  of  his  children,  ferved  in 
place  of  a  bellows.  This,  like  all  the  other 
tents  in  the.  camp,  was  much  longer  than 
broad,  with  a  partition  in  the  middle :  the 
iirfl  apartment  belonged  to  the  mafter  of 
the  family,  while  the  fecond  was  occupied 
by  his  wife  and  other  females,  who  were 
employed  in  dreffing  wool.  I  made  it  my 
bufmefs  to  examine  the  wells  of  the  Arabs, 
which  I  found  to  be  nothing  more  than 
large  holes  dug  in  the  earth,  without  any 
lining  v/hatever,  and  in  which  the  water 
ftood  at  the  depth  of  fix  feet  from  the  fur- 
face.  One  of  the  moil  beautiful  mares  I 
had  ever  feen  was  ftanding  at  the  door  of 

a  neigh- 
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a  neighbouring  tent,  which  I  likewife  took 
the  hberty  to  enter.  Here  I  was  extremely- 
well  received  by  a  good  old  Arab,  who  was 
employed  in  making  bottles  and  troughs  of 
goat-fkins ;  every  creature  I  met,  even  to 
the  mare  and  her  foal,  came  to  fmell  me. 
I  proceeded  to  make  the  tour  of  aaother 
circle  of  tents,  and  found  them  all  open  to 
leeward,  but  Hiut  again  ft  the  burning  wind 
of  the  defert,  which  prevails  fix  months  in 
the  fame  quarter.  It  feemed  to  be  the 
chief  employment  of  this  little  common- 
wealth to  drefs  goats  hair,  and  the  wool  of 
their  fheep  and  camels.  One  circumftance 
which  furprized  me  not  a  little,  was  the  in- 
curious and  indifferent  air  of  the  people, 
who,  though  they  treated  me  with  civility, 
yet  never  ftirred  from  their  feats  at  my  ap- 
proach. Their  tents  being  open  length- 
ways, I  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
that  an  Arab's  family  is  remarkably  popu- 
lous. This  liftlefs  inattention,  efpeclally  in 
children,  always  eager  to  examine  what- 
ever has  the  air  of  novelty,  appeared  to  me 
to  be  extremely  fingular  ;  and  the  more  fo, 
fince  ilrangers  are  but  feldom  feen  in  this 

H   2  part 


100   TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

part  of  Arabia,  it  being  near  the  centre  of 
the  defert. 

The  whole  property  of  an  Arab  confifts 
of  his  herds  and  flocks  ;  his  horfes,  but 
more  efpecially  his  mares,  which  he  con- 
liders  as  much  more  valuable,  are  of  great 
ufe  to  him  in  his  excurfions,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  purfuits  of  war  :  he  is  eminent- 
ly diftihguifhcd  as  a  horfeman,  and  much 
more  fkilful  in  the  management  of  that 
animal  than  the  native  of  any  other  coun- 
try. The  Arabian  horfe,  which  feeds  only 
once  a  day,  and  even  then  makes  but  a  fcan- 
ty  meal,  is  at  the  fame  time  the  fleeteil  and 
moll  abllemious  animal  in  the  world. 

The  camel  is  perhaps  of  no  lefs  confe- 
quence  to  his  roving  mall:er ;  he  ferves  to 
tranfport  his  family  and  property  from  one 
part  of  the  defert  to  another,  and  is,  befides, 
an  article  of  traffic  for  grain  and  other  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life.  When,  in  confcquence  of 
extreme  drought,  his  grafs  begins  to  fail,  or 
his  well  to  be  dried  up,  the  Arab  decamps, 
and  goes  in  queft  of  water  and  paflure  in 
lefs  inhofpitable  regions.  The  whole  de- 
fert is  covered  with  a  iine  fand  mixed  with 

gravel. 
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gravel,  which  produces  only  a  few  bram- 
bles about  a  foot  and  a  half  high,  and  a 
kind  of  grafs  with  a  Ungle  ftalk  of  four 
inches,  but  which  is  never  found  incorpo- 
rated in  the  manner  of  our  green  turf. 


CHAP.       XII. 

Expedients  the  Arab  employs  to  Jhelter  himfelf, 
in  the  defert,  fro?n  the  fcorching  winds 
and  reflexion  of  the  funds, — Character  of 
the  Arabs, — T^heir  police,  and  civil  regula-^ 
tions. — Political  co?if  derations  upon  the 
right  of  the  wandering  Arab  to  the  defert 
he  inhabits^ 

DURING  the  fummer  months  there 
prevails  in  the  plains  of  Arabia  a 
N.  W.  wind,  violently  heated  by  the  reflec- 
tion of  the  fand;  and  in  winter  the  fcorch- 
ing heat  of  the  S.  E.  is  perhaps  ftill  more 
infupportable.  In  this  feafon  the  rays  of 
the  fun  are  fo  powerful,  that  the  human 
H  3.  ikii> 
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fkin    becomes    crifped,    and    the    pores    Co 
conftndled  as  to  impede  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  perfpiration.     Hence  the    Arabian  has 
been  taught  to  interpofe  a  very  denfe  me- 
dium between  his  body  and  the  folar  rays, 
againfl  which  an  European  winter  drefs  of 
the  moil  fubftantial  fabric  would  prove  but 
a  (lender  defence  :  he  doubles  down  a  thick 
handkerchief  tied  round  the  forehead,  over 
his  mouth  and  nofe,  in  order  to  prevent  that 
moifture   which  is  necefTary    to   the  lungs 
from  being  entirely  exhaufted ;  he  is  obliged, 
however,   to  leave  his  eyes  wholly   unpro- 
tected,  which   fufrer  the  mofl  acute  pain 
from  the  heat  and  violent  refledion  of  the 
fand,  and   which  confequently    become   in 
an  early  period  of  life  greatly  weakened  and 
impaired. 

As  the  general  afpedt  of  the  defert  is  that 
of  a  vafl  plain  terminated  on  all  fides  by 
the  horizon,  in  vain  does  the  roving  eye 
of  the  traveller  feek  to  reft  on  fome  inter- 
vening obje6t;  and  hence,  after  flitting  over 
a  difinal  wafte  of  grey  fand  and  fcorched 
brambles,  it  returns  at  laft,  languid  and  fa- 
tigued, to  enjoy  a  little  relaxation  in  the  va- 
X  '  riety 
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ficty  of  herds  and  other  Arabian  property 
with  whicb  it  is  furround^d.  A  deep  and 
mournful  filencs  .  reigns  over  the  dreary 
Jandfcape  ;  no  bead,  no  bird,  no  fpecies  of 
jnfedt,  is  leen  to  diverfify  the  fad  uniformity 
of  the  fcene.  In  the  whole  extent  of 
Arabia  Deferta  I  faw  only  four  rabbits, 
five  or  fix  rats,  three  large,  and  feven  or 
eight  fmail  birds.  The  lail  were,  befides, 
in  the  vicinity  of  an  inhabited  country, 
whilH:  the  former  were  natives  of  a  more 
earthy  foil  than  is  eafily  tp  be  met  with  in 
thefe  regions. 

The  fpecies  of  rat  I  have  mentioned  is 
remarkably  handfome,  and  of  a  breed  very 
different  from  any  I  had  before  met  with : 
his  eyes  are  large  and  fprightly ;  the  whif-  . 
kers,  fnout,  and  brow,  as  well  as  the  belly, 
feet,  and  end  of  the  tail,  are  white,  whihl 
the  other  parts  of  the  body  arc  covered 
with  a  long  neat  fur  of  a  yellow  colour : 
the  tail  is  rather  fhort,  thick,  yellov/,  and 
pointed  with  white.  Some  of  thefe  ani- 
mals were  killed,  and,  after  being  roafted, 
eaten  by  the  Arabs,  who  are  accuftomed 
to  throw  their  fliclis  with  furprifing  dcx- 
H  4  terity 
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terity  at  whatever  bird  or  quadruped  hap- 
pens to  come  in  their  way. 

The  fmall  quantity  of  water  found  in 
this  vaft  defert  is  extremely  fait  and  bitter ; 
but  the  Arab  is  trained  to  the  hardfhips, 
and  attached  to  the  freedom  of  his  native 
plains.  Inured  to  fatigue,  and  carelefs  of 
the  conveniencies  of  a  wealthier  fituation, 
he  looks  down  on  the  effeminate  pleafures 
of  more  temperate  climates  with  fcorn 
and  contempt.  Brave,  proud,  hofpitable, 
and  enterprizing,  he  is  true  to  all  his  en- 
gagements. Being  conflantly  expofed,  how- 
ever, to  the  inroads  of  warlike  tribes,  he 
is  prone  to  fufpicion,  and  hence  receives 
all  ftrangcrs  whatever  with  arms  in  his 
hands.  The  individuals  of  the  fame  tribe, 
even  of  the  lowefl:  condition,  being  regard- 
ed by  the  reft  of  the  clan  in  the  light  of 
-brothers,  any  injury  done  to  one  is  received 
and  refented  as  an  infult  offered  to  the 
whole.  They  are  extremely  cautious  of 
engaging  in  an  affair  from  which  blood 
may  be  expecfted  to  enfue  ;  but  are  propor- 
tionally flimulated  to  adtion,  in   contempt 

of 
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of  every    danger,  when  they   have  a  caufe 


to  avenge. 


The    Arab    is    unfortunate    enough     to 
imagine  that  he  has  the  fame  right  to  inter- 
fere with  the  property  of  another,  which 
he,  in   exercifing   the   offices  of  hofpitahty 
with   regard  to   his  own,  parts  with  to  a 
ftranger,  and   in  this  fenfe  may  be  faid  to 
be  a  robber  i    but   in    no  cafe   can   he  be 
charged  nationally  with  the  chara(fler  of  an 
afTaihn.     From  the   combination  of  thefe 
virtues  and  prejudiced,  feem   to  refult  the 
ftrength    and  union  of  the  Arabian  tribes ; 
and   were   tlieir  manners  a  little  more  hu- 
manized by  the  influence  of  Chriftian  mo- 
rality,  I  know  no  race  of  men  whofe  cha- 
racSler  would    bid  fairer  for  happinefs,  or 
be  lefs  liable  to  exception.     The  extreme 
barrennefs  of  their  deferts,  v/hich  difcoura- 
ges  the  ambition,  and  defends  them  againft 
the  yoke,  of  a  conqueror,    the  certainty  of 
fubfiftencc,  and  the  total  exclufion  of  luxury, 
conftitute   their  great  charter   to  indepen- 
dance,   and    thofe    undepraved    and  fimple 
manners,  by  which  they  have  always  been 
diilinguifhed. 

His 
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His  ftrong  attachment  to  freedom  makes 
an  Arab  cauticiis  of  acknowledging  any 
authority  in  his  chief,  which  he  cannot 
difcover  to  be  expedient  for  the  good  of  the 
community  j  but  at  the  fame  time,  being 
frequently  at  war  w^ith  his  neighbours,  he 
js  fenfible  that  there  muft  be  one  man,-  in 
whofe  difcretion  on  fuch  occafions  the  na- 
tional will  ought  to  center,  in  order  that 
the  tribe  may  take  the  field  in  a  body,  and 
adl  with  proper  cffecft  9^iin{i  the  enemy. 
The  Arabian  tribes  in  general  bear  the 
name  of  the  primitive  flock  whence  they 
are  refpedlively  defcended,  and  have  no 
other  appellation  than  that  of  his  children-; 
the  Arabs  by  whom  I  was  accompanied 
were  called  Ben  Halct,  or  the  children  of 
Kalet. 

The  Arabs  run  with  extraordinary  fvvift- 
nefs,  and  are  fingularly  dexterous  in  the 
management  of  the  lance,  have  large  bones, 
a  deep  brown  complexion,  perfons  of  an 
ordinary  feature,  but  lean,  mufcular,  adive, 
and  vigorous.  The  Bedouins  fuffer  their 
hair  and  beards  to  grow;  and,  indeed, 
among  the  Arabian  tribes  in  general,   the 

beard 
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benrd  is  remarkably  full  and  bufliy.  The 
Arab  has  a  large  ardent  black  eye,  a  long 
fact ,  features  high  and  regular,  and,  as  the 
refult  of  the  whole,  a  phyiiognomy  parti- 
cularly flcrn  and  fevere.  This  marked  ex- 
preffion,  meeting  with  our  pre- conceived 
notions  of  his  character,  gives  him  an  air 
of  great  ferocity ;  upon  a  little  acquain- 
tance, however,  his  formidable  afped:  fet- 
tles into  fomething  truly  noble  and  manly. 

The  tribes  which  frequent  the  middle 
of  the  defert  have  locks  fomewhat  crifped, 
extremely  fine,  and  approaching  the  woolly 
hair  of  the  negro :  my  own,  during  the 
fhort  period  of  my  travels  in  thefe  regions, 
became  more  dry  and  delicate  than  ufual, 
and,  receiving  little  nourifhment  from  a 
checked  perfpiration,  fhewed  a  difpofition 
to  aiTume  the  fame  frizzled  and  woolly 
appearance.  An  entire  failure  of  moifture, 
and  the  exceffive  heat  of  climate  by  which 
it  was  occalioned,  feemcd  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal caufes  of  thefe  fymptoms ;  my  blood 
was  become  extremely  dry,  and  my  com- 
pledlion  differed  little  at  laft  from  that  of 
a  Hindoo  or  Arab.     It  is  not  my  intention, 

however. 
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however,  to  offer  any  theory  relative  to  the 
flrong  influence  climate  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  on  the  external  appearance  of  the 
human  frame. 

Having  coniidcred  the  x^rab  with  much 
attention  as  to  his  manners  and  principles 
of  a(5lion,  I  cannot  agree  in  the  common 
opinion  which  makes  a  propenfity  to  rob- 
bery a  natural  ingredient  in  his  charac- 
ter. I  had  the  ftrongeft  evidence,  in  va- 
rious fituations,  of  the  honefly  and  fidelity 
of  my  fellow-travellers  :  I  faw  them  as  a 
little  commonwealth  living  on  the  mod 
friendly  and  fcciable  terms;  nor,  indeed, 
have  I  ever  heard  that  an  Arab  would  be 
guilty  of  theft  or  robbery  againff  thofe  of 
his  own  tribe.  Plis  appetite  for  plunder  is 
exerted,  in  concert  with  his  clan,  againft 
flrangers,  and  always  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  dcferts.  In  no  fliape  whatever  will 
an  Arab  invade  the  property  of  another 
man  in  a  town  or  cultivated  country  -,  and 
hence  robbery  in  him  is  plainly  derived 
from  a  prejudice  of  education,  a  prejudice 
jn  all  refpeds  fimilar  to  that  of  the  ancient 
Romans,  who  regarded  every  tribe  and  race 
4  of 
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of  men  not  in  their  alliance,  as  enemies  of 
the  republic. 

The  Arab  pays  a  fcrupulous  regard  to  all 
his  engagements  with  ftrangers;  and  there- 
fore  the  traveller,  upon   making  a  certain 
oratitication,  in  confideration  of  being  fuf- 
fered  to  pals  unmolcfled,  or  upon  receiving 
the  protedion  of  any  individual  i\rab,  who, 
in  this  cafe,  from  their  fraternal  union,  is 
conceived  to  reprefent  the  tribe,  enjoys  an 
entire  exemption  from  the  ordinary  effects 
of  Arabian  prejudices  againft  Grangers.    In 
fuch  *circumftances,  a  foreigner  may  crofs 
the  deferts  with  as   little  apprehenfion  of 
injuftice  from  the  natives,  as  he  ever  en- 
tertained in  travelling  a  high  road  in  his 
native  country. 

That  the  Arab's  right  to  his  deferts  is  of 
a  lefs  perfed  kind  than  that  of  other  na- 
tions to  the  countries  they  refpedively  in- 
habit, is  an  argument  that  will  hardly  be 
maintained  j  fmce,  if  long  and  uninterrupted 
polTeiTion,  agreeably  to  the  legal  maxims  of 
every  civilized  people,  founds  the  rcquifites 
of  dominion,  it  is  evident  that  his  claim  to 
the  deferts  is  much  lefs  liable  to  exception 

than 
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than  that  of  any  prince  whatever  to  the 
domains  of  his  crown.  But  is  there  a  fo- 
vereign  or  independent  flate  in  the  world 
which  does  not  vindicate  an  exclulive  right 
to  all  the  ufes  of  its  foil  ? — or  is  this  a 
rule  of  jurifprudence,  in  which  the  Arab 
alone  is  excepted  ? — a  prince  deftitute  of 
authority  even  on  his  own  eflate,  and  who 
mufl  patiently  give  way  to  Grangers  paffing 
at  difcretion  over  his  grounds?  To  this  right 
of  abfolute  dominion,  however,  he  has  never 
rigidly  adhered ;  all  he  requires  is  a  certain 
tribute  or  cuftom,  proportioned  to  the  quan- 
tity of  goods  or  merchandize  meant  to  be 
tranfported  over  the  dcfcrts ;  a  cuftom,  bc- 
lides,  which  every  individual  of  ii\*^  tribe, 
as  reprefenting  the  community,  has  autho- 
rity to  exad:  or  difpenfe  with  at  his  dif- 
cretion. 

This  privilege,  vefted  in  every  member 
of  the  clan,  is  of  general  notoriety;  and 
therefore  intelligent  travellers  take  care  to 
have  an  Arab  in  their  company,  for  a  pledge 
of  peace  and  fecurity  againft  the  molefta- 
tion  of  his  tribe. 

Such  is  the  political  conftitution  of  the 

defert. 
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defert,  and  whoever  condudls  himfelf  in 
conformity  to  it  has  nothing  to  dread  from 
the  depredations  of  the  natives.  But  if 
men,  acting  from  ignorance,  or  in  contempt 
of  Arabian  manners,  expofe  themfelves  to 
be  pillaged,  they  have  no  right  to  reprefent 
the  Arabs  collectively,  and  without  diftinc- 
tion  or  enquiry,  in  the  odious  colours  of 
robbers  and  banditti. 

The  peculiar  circumilances  of  this  coun- 
try muft,  no  doubt,  often  render  his  life 
perfonally  painful  to  the  native ;  but  his 
hardfhips  are  confiderably  counterbalanced 
by  the  fweets  of  independence,  and  that 
confidence  and  affedion  which  unite  him 
to  his  tribe  in  all  its  interells  and  purfuits. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XIII. 

Contrajl  betivixt  the  fimple  Arab,  and  the 
hihahitant  of  a  refined  coimtry. — Amufe- 
ments  aiid  employmeiits  of  the  natives  of 
the  defert. — ^he  march  of  a  tribe  of 
Arabs  acrofs  the  defert  defer ibed. — The 
caravan  offiepherds  refumes  its  journey. — 
And  the  Author  defcribes  a  very  piBurefque 
fcene  in  the  defert. 

1MUST  own  I  never  felt  fu  fenfibly  as  in 
the  defert,  and  in  the  wilds  of  America, 
the  charms  of  that  invaluable  liberty  which 
is  the  gift  of  the  Creator,  but  which  in 
great  cities  and  highly  civilized  countries  is 
almoft  extinguilhed  by  the  habits  of  luxury, 
and  the  miferable  reftraints  of  idle  and  ar- 
tificial diftincftions.  A  rude  mantle,  which 
he  carries  conflantly  about  with  him,  ferves 
to  defend  the  Arab  and  his  family  again  ft 
the  opprellive  heat  of  the  fun,  as  well  as 
the  inconveniencies  of  rain  \  his  robe,  larger 
\Xi  fize,  but  in  the  ftyle  of  thu:i  of  St.  John 

the 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  II3 

the  Baptift,  woven  with  his  own  hands, 
which  never  felt  the  edge  of  the  fciflars, 
and  which  he  confequently  owes  to  his 
own  induilry  alone,  is  all  the  cloathing  he 
requires.  If  he  looks  around  him,  the  foil, 
as  far  as  he  can  fee,  is  his  own,  while  at  the 
fame  time  he  affedts  neither  land-mark  nor 
inclofure,  but  fliares  with  his  Arabian  kin- 
dred the  pafture  of  his  flocks.  He  goes 
wherever  he  choofes,  and  nothing  impedes 
his  fteps  3  but  had  he  been  born  in  a  po- 
lifhed  country,  every  joint  of  his  body 
would  have  been  cramped  and  embarraffed 
with  ligaments  of  twenty  different  kinds> 
the  acquifition  of  which  would  have  coft 
him  much  pain  and  anxiety,  while  the  en- 
joyment of  them  could  only  flatter  a  mind 
of  the  weakeft  Vanity.  In  fine,  he  would 
have  found  it  diflicult  to  turn  himfelf  to 
the  right  hand  or  to  the  left,  without  in- 
fringing on  fome  cuftom  or  puncflilio,  equally 
inconfiflent,  perhaps,  with  the  maxims  of 
good  fenfe  and  the  natural  order  of  things. 

The  freedom  and  equality  of  condition 
enjoyed  by  the  natives,  in  fpite  of  the  dif- 
mal  afped  of  their  deferts,  created  in  my 

Vol.  II,  I  mind 
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mind  many  emotions  of  inflindtive  pleafure; 
an  admonition  which  I  confider  as  the 
voice  of  nature,  and  whence  I  am  inclined 
to  infer  the  real  value  and  importance  of 
thefe  advantages.  The  circumftances  of 
the  Arab  by  no  means  preclude  him  from 
the  enjoyment  of  pleafure  ;  befides  an  habi- 
tual and  animating  fenfe  of  his  independance, 
he  drinks  the  milk  of  his  cattle,  and  regales 
himfelf  with  many  palatable  difhes  to  which 
we  are  Grangers  :  he  runs  and  dances  with 
great  vivacity,  and  pradtifes  many  other 
manly  and  ufeful  exercifes.  His  dances 
are  fomctimes  gay  and  exhilarating,  but  he 
is  more  particularly  addidted  to  fuch  as  are 
warlike,  and  have  a  tendency  to  train  him 
for  the  day  of  battle;  in  theie  the  Arab 
goes  through  various  evolutions,  his  lance 
in  his  hand,  with  the  moil  dexterous 
agility.  Thefe  dances  are  equally  in  ufe 
among  the  Biffayan  and  Javanefe  Indians, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  the  latter  are 
armed  with  the  buckler  as  well  as  the 
lance.  The  dances  more  peculiar  to  the 
women  are  of  two  kinds,  the  one  fprightly 
and  gay,  the  other  impafiioned  and  volup- 
tuous. 
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tuous,  the  objcd:  of  which  is  to  eXcite  cer- 
tain ideas  in  ,;.  manner  extremdy  expreffive. 
As  in  thele  it  is  the  principal  intention  that 
the  ruling  fentiment  be  ftrongly  marked  in 
the  eye,  and  the  expreffion  of  the  features 
be  in  harmony  with  the  motions  and  atti- 
tudes of  the  body,  it  is  neceflary  to  the 
dancer's  performing  with  approbation,  that 
her  imagination  be  highly  inflamed.  Of 
this  fpecics  of  dance,  the  Spanifh  fandango, 
and  the  calenda  of  America,  afl'ord  a  faint 
reprefentation ;  and  it  is  probable  the  Spa- 
niard's, as  well  as  the  negroes  of  Guinea  and 
Ansiola,  borrowed  it  from  the  Arabians. 

Their  wool,  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the 
deferts,  ferves  as  the  materials  of  the  cloth 
and  tapeftry  of  the  Arabs ;  and  thefe  would 
by  no  means  difgrace  the  dexterity  of  an  Eu- 
ropean manufacturer.  Of  their  goat-fkins 
they  make  bottles  and  troughs  for  giving 
water  to  their  cattle.  Their  flocks,  which, 
en  account  of  their  rapid  increaft,  would 
foon  become  a  burthen  to  their  owners, 
they  barter  in  civilized  countries  for  arti- 
cles of  drefs,  corn,  dates,  and  whatever  elfs; 
th«ir  neceffities  require.   Such  of  the  Ara- 

I  2  biiiii 
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bian  tribes  as  border  on  the  Euphrates  and 
improveable  lands,  cultivate  a  fmall  portion 
of  ground  -,  but  as  foon  as  the  feed-time  is 
over  they  betake  themfelves  to  the  roving 
purfuits  of  the  defert,  and  only  return  in 
autumn,  in  order  to  reap  the  benefit  of  the 
harveft, 

A  tribe  of  Arabs  on  their  march  acrofs 
the  defert  is  a  very  curious  and  entertaining 
objedt.  On  this  occafion  a  vaft  extent  of 
plain  prefents  itfelf  to  the  eye,  covered  with 
herds  and  flocks,  preceded  by  a  troop  of  ca- 
mels laden  with  tents,  baggage,  and  poul- 
try, animals  which,  at  the  firft  fignal  for 
their  departure,  inflantly  take  wing  and 
perch  on  the  back  of  the  dromedary.  Be- 
hind thefe  is  another  fet  of  camels,  charged 
with  all  the  lame  and  Infirm  animals,  which, 
by  their  various  and  difcordant  cries,  give 
fufficient  notice  of  the  pain  and  hard(hips 
of  their  confinement.  Upon  a  third  fet 
are  groupes  of  women  and  children,  whofe 
painful  fcreams  mix  in  flrange  confufion 
with  the  bleating  and  bellowing  of  num- 
berlefs  animals,  of  all  humours,  ages,  and 
fpecies.     It  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  more 

irkfome 
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irkfome  lituation  than  that  of  the  Arab's 
wife,  in  the  midft  of  her  children,  weeping, 
fighting,  and  fcrambhng  all  around  her. 
Such  of  the  women  as  are  exempt  from 
the  incumbrance  of  infants,  employ  them- 
felves  on  their  camels  in  fpinning,  or  grind- 
ing corn  with  hand-mills.  High  above 
this  iingular  mafs  of  tumult  and  diforder, 
appears  a  foreft  of  lances,  at  leaft  eight  or 
ten  feet  in  length,  while  the  ear  is  ftunned 
with  the  hoarfe  voice  of  the  Arab,  chiding, 
expoflulating,  or  commanding  filence  in  his 
family;  but  whofe  chief  care  is  to  form  a 
flrong  rampart  for  the  defence  of  the  little 
commonwealth  on  its  march. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Bedouins  to 
have  purfued  their  route  through  the  mid- 
dle of  the  defert ;  and  this,  by  drawing  us 
to  a  diflance  from  the  Arabian  encamp- 
ments, feemed  to  promife  fecurity  againil 
all  moleftation  from  the  natives.  But  it 
being  reprefented  by  the  Arabs  of  this 
camp,  that,  among  other  inconveniencies 
refulting  from  fuch  a  flep,  we  fhould  not 
find  a  drop  of  water,  either  for  ourfelves 
or  camels,  we   determined   to   dired:   our 

I  3  courfe 
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courfe  towards  the  banks  of  the  Euj>hrates. 
Next  day,  therefore,  we  proceeded  to  lay 
in  a  ftock  of  water  at  the  wells  of  the  adja- 
cent camp  ^  and  on  this  occafion  I  hid  a 
fccond  opportunity  of  obferving  the  phleg- 
matic inattention  of  the  Arabs.  If  at  any 
time  they  quitted  their  tents,  it  was  not  to 
obferve  the  appearance  of  us  ftrangers,  but 
to  milk  their  cattle,  which  by  the  bye  is 
the  buiinefs  of  the  women,  or  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  other  domeflic  concerns.  We 
filled  our  bottles  with  the  fame  tranquillity 
as  if  we  had  been  in  the  heart  of  the  defert;' 
and  I  particularly  remarked,  that  although 
I  was  the  only  individual,  at  this  time,  who 
was  mounted  on  a  camel,  and  was  pointed 
out  to  their  attention  by  fome  peculiarities 
of  drefs,  I  could  only  attract  the  notice  of 
two  or  three  children.  Some  of  the  tribe 
were  at  the  well,  employed  like  ourfelves 
in  filling  their  bottles,  fome  in  conducing 
their  flocks  to  pailure  in  the  vicinity,  and 
fome,  after  having  milked  their  goats,  called 
the  family  to  breakfafi:  with  the  fame  apathy 
and  indifi:erence  as  if  they  had  been  entirely 
by  themfelves.  If  our  prefence  had  any  effed 
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at  all,  it  was  upon  the  minds  of  the  women, 
who  ufcd  to  cover  a  fmall  part  of  the  face 
upon  appearing  without  their  tents. 

As  foon  as  we  were  provided  with  water, 
we  refumed  our  journey,  keeping  a  little 
more   to  the   N.  E. ;  and,  after  travelling 
four  days,  came   to  a   deferted  caflle  with 
three  towers,   on  the  confines  of  a  flnall 
lake.     Here  we  were  under  the   neceffity 
of  again  filling  our  bottles,- though  the  wa- 
ter was  of  a  nature  extremely  difigreeable 
both   to  the  fmell  and  tallc.      Meanwhile 
thirft,   as  well  as   curiolity,   drew  me   to- 
wards thecaftle  and  its  lake;  and  I  foon  faw, 
what  is  an  objedl  of  great  rarity  in  thofe  re- 
gions, a  piece  of  water  covered  with  buirulhes 
waving  in  the  wind.     It  is  impoflible  for 
me  to  defcribe  the  emotions  of  joy  occa- 
lioned  by  this  profpedt ;  fuffice  it  to  fay, 
that  I  approached   it   with  great  alacrity; 
but    how    great   was    my    difappointment, 
when,  inftead  of  the  enchanting   fpot  my 
imagination  had  fuggefted,   I   met  with  a 
piece  of  moift  marfliy  ground,  which  con- 
tained water  of  all  the  colours  of  the  rain- 
bow, corrupting  in  the  fun,  and  every  where 

I  4  emitting 
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emitting  a  mod  peftilential  odciir  !   I  made 
fliift  to  penetrate  where  it  feemcd  to  be  of 
the  greateft  depth,  in  hopes  I  iliould  find 
water  there  of  a  lefs  offenfive  quaHty ;  but 
even  here  the  water  was  extremely  difco- 
loured,  and  the  adjoining   reeds  appearing 
to  have  acquired  its  difmal  hue,  my  ftomach 
revolted  at  the  idea  of  raifing  it  to  my  lips. 
My  tongue,  however,  was  parched  with  the 
burning  wind  of  the  defert,  and  I  was  im- 
pelled to   drink  :    fuch,  however,  was  the 
foetid  tafte  of  this  ftagnated  pool,  that  I  was 
able  to  gulp  down  one  mouthful  of  it  only  j 
and  I  retired,  with  little  gratification  either 
to  my  thirft  or  curiofity.     The  caftle  ftands 
clofe  to  the  lake,  on  a  mound  of  earth  pro- 
bably artificial.     I  made  it  my  bufinefs  to 
get  within   the  wall;   but  the  door  was  fo 
extremely  fipall,  it  being  only  two  feet  and 
a  half  high,  and  not  more  than  one  half  of 
this  dimenfion  in  breadth,  that  I  can  fcarcely 
fuppofe  it  had  ever  been  intended  for  com- 
mon ufe.    The  wall  was  built  of  earth,  and 
of  confiderable  thicknefs.       Having    with 
fome  difficulty  made  my  way  into  this  An- 
gular building,  I  found  a  large  fquare,  in 

three 
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three  corners  of  which  were  three  towers, 
whofe  doors  were  flill  on  a  Imaller  fcale 
than  the  one  by  which  I  had  entered.     I 
at  length,   however,   got  to   the  top,  and 
obferved  from  one  of  the  towers,  that,  in- 
ilead  of  a  parapet,  the  artift  had  inclined 
the  wall  in  fach  a  manner,  that  one  might 
difcover  any  object  at  the  foot  of  the  caf- 
tle.     He  had   likewife    given   the   curtain 
between    the    towers    a   curved   form,    in 
order,  no  doubt,  to  facilitate  the  means  of 
its  defence.     Having  fatisfied  my  curiofity 
as  to  the  nature  of  a  building  fo  little  ex- 
pedled  in  the  defert,  I  began  to  open  my 
eyes  to  a  view  of  the  furrounding  country ; 
and  here  all  my  ideas  of  the  Arabian  defeats, 
fuch  as  they  may  be  found  in  the  poetical 
language  of  Oriental  tales,  were  fliort  of  the 
truth.    A  ftillnefs,  like  the  filence  of  night; 
the  faint  remains  of  a  breeze,  rtill  glowing 
with  the  fervour  of  the  meridian  fun,  but 
now  finking  w^ith  his  orb  j  around,  an  un- 
bounded wafte,  covered  with  a  dark  grey 
find,  refembling  the  afhes  of  a  furnace,  and 
according  with  the  raging  heat  of  thefe  re- 
gions ;    the   vaft   canopy   of  the   heavens, 

acrofs 
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acrofs  whofe  pale  atmofphere  no  obje6l  was 
{qcti  but  the  reddidi  difk  of  the  fun  dipt  in 
the  horizon,  in  the  moment  of  his  depar- 
ture,— were  a  few  of  thofe  interefting  ob- 
je(5ls  which  confpired,  on  this  occafion,  to 
imprefs  my  mind  with  an  unpleafmg  me- 
lancholy. I  defcended  from  the  caftle,  and 
proceeded  to  join  my  companions. 


CHAP.      XIV. 


T/je  author  s  companions  male  an  unprovoked 
attack  upon  a  few  Arabs — they  are  fur- 
prizedy  in  confequence^  by  a  large  body  of 
Arabian  horfe  and  foot. — Several Jkirmijhes 
enfue,  in  which  the  caravan  is  worfled  by 
the  Arabs. — Hhe  author,  in  his  fubfequent 
fight,  fufers  almoft  inexprefible  hardfiips, 
and  lofes  his  baggage,  his  money,  and  his 
provifions. 

WE  purfued  our  route  in  the  fame  di- 
rection, and  in  two  days  came  to 
feme  wells,   contiguous   to  four  tents,  the 

women 
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women  belonging  to  which  gave  lis  their 
affiilance  in  mending  and  filling  our  bot- 
tles. Next  morning  I  very  narrowly  cf- 
caped  diflocating  my  neck  by  a  fall  from 
my  camel,  as  he  got  up  to  refume  his 
march. 

In  a  further  progrefs  of  three  days  we 
dsfcried,  towards  evening,  twelve  Arabs  in 
the  defert,  with  a  company  of  camels.  The 
chief  of  our  caravan,  tempted,  I  apprehend, 
by  the  fmallnefs  of  their  number,  having 
ordered  his  men  to  give  chace,  they  were 
purfued  and  fired  upon  :  in  their  flight  they 
left  behind  them  fome  linen,  bottles,  and 
clubs.  I  was  by  no  means  fatisfied  with 
this  atchicvement  of  the  Bedouins  3  and, 
thinking  it  very  improbable  that  thefc  men 
perambulated  the  defert  by  themfelves, 
dreaded  the  confcquences  of  fo  unprovoked 
an  act  of  hoflility.  I  compared  the  late 
extreme  caution  with  which  I  had  fcen  cur 
people  approach  the  lines  of  an  Arabian 
camp,  with  this  wanton  bravado  of  cou- 
rage againft  a  handful  of  men  deflitute  of 
arms ;  and  fecretly  condemned  the  conduct 
of  the  caravan. 

We 
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We  pafTed  the  enfulng  night,   however, 
without  niQjeflation,  and,  early  next  morn- 
ing, refumed  our  journey  ;  but  about  noon, 
the    apprehenfions    I    had    entertained   the 
evening  before  began  to  be  realized  ;  for  all 
of  a  fudden  we  faw  a  body  of  men  on  horfe- 
back,  riding  towards  us  at  full  fpeed.    The 
Bedouins  ftooped  their  camels,  and  enter- 
ed into  a  conference  with  a  meifenger  who 
came  to  treat  v/ith  us  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.     It  was  but  too  evident,  however, 
that  they  could  come  to  no  agreement ;  for 
the  Arab  returned  to  his  friends,  and  the 
people  of  our  caravan  ran  inftantly  to  arms. 
Meanwhile   v.e    continued    our  march  j 
but,  after  an  interval  of  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an    hour,  we  obferved  a  large 
body  of  horfi   and  foot   in  purfuit  of  us. 
We  again  flooped  our  camels  as  compadtly 
ns  poffible,  at  the  fame  time  difplaying  a 
iiag,  containing  certain  figures  and  charac- 
ters in  white  upon  a  blue  ground.     Our 
mufketeers,  advancing  about  two  hundred 
paces,  polled  themfelves  in  the  front  of  the 
caravan.     Tlie  lances  halted  at  the  diftance 
of  fifty  paces  before  the  Bedouin  ftandard, 
I  which 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  12^ 

which  was    crc6led   at   the  corner  of  the 
camp,  on  the  hdc  of  the  enemy,  and  de- 
fended by  the  reft  of  the  Bedouins,  armed 
chietiy  with  clubs  and  fabres.     The  Arabs 
advanced  in  order  of  battle,  to  the  number 
of   tive    hundred    men,   while    our    whole 
force  confided  only  of  a  hundred  and  fifty. 
The  Bedouins,  however,  waited  their  ap- 
proach with  fteadinefs  and  refolution,  (hout- 
ino-  "  Allah-ou- Allah  !"    which  I  under- 
Hood  to  be  an  invocation  of  God  to  witnefs 
the  juflice  of  their  caufe,  and  to  fuccour 
them   in  battle.     The   enemy  having  ap- 
proached within  two  hundred  paces  of  our 
mufketeers,  began  a  kind  of  running  fight, 
fuch  as  I  had  feen  pradifed  in  the  Arabian 
camp,  which  I  have  already  had  frequent 
occafion  to  mention.     The  Bedouins  kept 
up  an  irregular  fire  upon  their  opponents ; 
when  the  Arabs,  extending  themfelves  as 
if  they  had  meant  to  furround  us,,chofe  to 
decline  a  clofe  engagement,  and  were  con- 
tented with  difcharging  their  pieces  againft 
the  caravan.      Wiien  at   any   time,   how- 
ever, they  feemed  defirous  of  clofing  with 
the  Bedouins,  we  rofe  in  a  body,  and  ad- 
vanced 
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vanced  Rill  fpecd  to  meet  them ;  while 
they,  as  it  fhould  feem,  perceiving  we 
were  prepared  for  the  conflict,  retreated 
flowly  on  the  plain. 

The  engagement  continued  to  be  main- 
tained in  this  indecifive  manner,  till  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  when  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy  having  retired  to  a  coniiderable  dif- 
tance    from    the    caravan,    the    mu/lceteers 
drew  nearer   to  each  other.     On  our  fide 
there  was  not  one  man  killed  or  wounded, 
while  the  Bedouins  boafled  of  having  killed 
three  or  four  men  aad  two  camels  belong- 
ing to  the   Arabs.     V/e  kept,  during  the 
night,  a  picquet  towards  the  enemy,  as  well 
as  a  rear-guard,  which  was  more   imme- 
diately charged  with  the  fafety  of  the  ca- 
ravan.    The  clofe  attention  given  by  both 
parties  to  the  fignal  or  watch -word,  which 
was  repeated    in   very  extraordinary  cries, 
fuggefted  no  mean   idea  of  their  military 
condu6t  and  circumfpection.     Now  all  was 
joy  and  uproar  in  the  Bedouin  camp ;  and 
our  warriors,  elated  with  the  fuccefs  of  the 
preceding  day,    celebrated   the    victory    by 
dances  defcriptive  of  all  the  manoeuvres  of 

an 
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an  Arabian  iDattle.  While  it  was  their 
bufinefs  to  ftimulate  the  national  courage 
of  the  tribe,  by  the  frequent  repetition  of 
"  Ben  Halct,"  tliey  were  equally  anxious 
to  excite  their  whole  rage  againft  their  op- 
ponents, by  the  mofl  violent  exclanMtions 
of  **  Turkis,"  or  "  Turk,"  which  fignifies, 
in  their  acceptation  of  the  word,  an  impla- 
cable enemy.  I  took  the  liberty  to  obferve 
to  my  condudtor,  who  feemed  to  be  a  {en." 
iible  as  well  as  brave  man,  that  a  little  re- 
pofe  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  better  pre- 
parative for  a  new  engagem.ent  in  the  morn- 
ing, than  thofe  intemperate  and  unfeafon- 
able  gufts  of  joy ;  and  likewife,  that,  with- 
out waiting  till  the  Arabs  (liould  be  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  arrival  of  any  additional  force, 
we  ought  to  refume  our  march  by  day- 
break, placing  our  camels  in  the  center, 
and  our  armed  men  on  the  two  wings,  who 
might  be  in  conflant  readinefs  to  repel  the 
attacks  of  the  enemy.  My  advice  was  lit- 
tle regarded,  and  I  was  not  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted w^ith  the  Arabic  language  to  de- 
liver my  opinion  in  a  council  of  war, 
•which  was  now  fitting  round  the  Bedouin 
§  fiandard. 
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flandard.  I  committed  myfelf,  therefore,- 
to  the  care  of  Providence,  and  refolved  to 
profit  by  a  fmall  interval  of  repofe  :  this 
was,  however,  interrupted  by  the  balls  of 
the  Arabs,  which  at  times  whiftled  about 
my  ears* 

The  engagement  was  renewed  early  In 
the  morning ;  and,  after  lafting  two  hours, 
fimilar  in  all  refpedls  to  that  of  the  preced- 
ing day,  the  combatants  on  both  fides  with- 
drew from  the  field.     The  caravan  had  a 
fecond  conference  with  the  enemy ;  and  at 
eight  o'clock  I  received  a  mefiiige  from  the 
Bedouins,  defiring  me  to  deliver  to  them  all 
the  money  in  my  pofi^efiion  ;  with  which 
requifition  I  very  readily  complied.     Cou- 
riers, however,  were  continually  arriving  as 
before,  and,  as  I  heard  no  farther  mention 
of  the  money,   probably  intended  for  our 
ranfom,  I  concluded  that  every  idea  of  re- 
concilement between   the  contending  par- 
ties was  abandoned.     Accordingly   I  foon 
learned,  that  the  enemy  would  accept  of 
nothing  lefs  than  the  plunder  of  the  whole 
caravan ;  and  that,  to  complete  this  unfor- 
tunate adventure,  we  were  now  wholly  at 

their 
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their  difcretibn.  I  am  convinced,  howe- 
ver, that  fo  great  an  animofity  to  a  caravan, 
which,  according  to  cuftom  immemorial,  is 
conftantly  permitted,  for  a  certain  acknow- 
ledgment in  money,  to  proceed  without 
difturbance,  could  only  be  owing  to  our 
wanton  attack  of  the  twelve  Arabs^  aggra- 
vated, perhaps,  by  fome  effufion  of  blood  in 
the  firft  engagement.  Upon  receiving  a 
final  anfwer  from  the  enemy,  we  again  flood 
to  our  arms,  though  confcious  we  were  far 
from  being  in  a  condition  to  hold  out  for  any 
length  of  time  againil  the  hardfhips  of  our 
prefent  fituation.  It  was  now  five  dayS 
fince  we  laft  filled  our  bottles,  and  our  wa- 
ter was  nearly  exhaufted.  The  excefiive 
heat  and  conflant  fatigue  and  agitation  of 
body  and  mind,  to  which  we  had  for  a 
confiderable  time  been  expofed,  had,  be- 
fides,  nearly  exhaufted  our  ftrength. 

Towards  evening  the  Arabs  made  a  feint 
to  renew  the  attack,  but  they  declined  ap- 
proaching nearer  to  us  than  within  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  gun-fliot,  and  we  had  not  one 
tnan  either  killed  or  wounded.  Night 
coming  on,  the  enemy  retired  to  the  dif- 

VoL.  11.  K  tance 
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tance  of  half  a  league  on  the  plain ;  when 
we  took  care,  as  before,  to  pofl  an  advanced 
guard,  which,  with   fentinels  Rationed   on 
all  fides  of  the  caravan,  watched  the  mo- 
tions of  the  enemy.     Having  obferved  that 
our  men,  after  lighting  a  great  many  fires  in 
the   camp,   formed    themfelves   into  fmall 
circles,  and  whifpered  each  other,  I  conjec- 
tured that  fome  fudden  and  fecret  enter-'' 
prize    was   in   agitation  :    and  accordingly, 
about   ten   o'clock,    they   began   to   faddle 
their  camels,  and  my  conductor  defired  me 
to  give  him  my  linen,  that  he  might  pack 
it  up  with  his   own.      Another  Bedouin, 
having     charged    himfelf  with    the   leaft 
weighty  part  of  my  provifions,  advifed  me 
to  abandon  the  remainder.    I  faw  the  whole 
caravan  employed  in  a  fimilar  manner;  and, 
every  thing  being  concerted  and  ready,   I 
was  exhorted  to  be  on  my  guard,  and  above 
all  things  to  flick  fail:  to  my  dromedary,  for 
that  in  a  few  moments  the  caravan  would 
betake  itfelf  to  flight. 

What  a  difmal  profpe6t  was  now  before 

me  !    I  was  to  follow  the  caravan  at  the 

dreadful  gallop  of  the  camel ;  the  hard  ftep 

S  -  and 
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and  Itubborn  nature  of  which  mud  expofe 
me  every  inftant  to  the  mofl  alarming  acci- 
dents.    If  unfortunately  I  ihould  happen 
to  fall  at  the  firft  outfet,   I  muft  either  be 
crufhed  to  death  by  my  companions,  or  be 
left  alone  a  prey  to  all  the  miferics  of  the 
defcrt.     In   this   cafe  my  only  chance   of 
flifety  would  have  been,  by  taking  a  north- 
ern  courfe,  to  have  endeavoured  to  reach 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  which  at  this 
feafon    are  frequented  by  Arabian   tribes ; 
but  which  were  diftant  at  leaft  four  days 
journey.      There   were   moments   when   I 
could  not  help  fecretly  wilLIng  the  enemy 
to  overtake  us,   being  fatisfied  I  had  now 
nothing  more  deiirable  to  expedl,  than  ei- 
ther to  perlfli  by  the  fvvord,  or  to  furrender 
myfelf  a  prifoner.     But  I  had  been  inform- 
ed that  the  Arabs  were  accuftomed  to  give 
no  quarter  to  their  enemies,  even  after  plun- 
dering them ;  confidering  themfelves  bound 
by  the  tics  of  hofpitality  only  within  the 
lines  of  their  tents,  which  were  probably 
at  a  great  diflance.    I  refigned  myfelf,  there- 
fore, to  the  difpofal  of  Divine  Providence, 
and,  having;  fea ted  myfelf  firmly  on  my  bul- 

K  2  flers. 
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flers,     expecfted    patiently   the    fignal    for 
flight. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  fet 
up  the  ufual  cry,  Bonne  garde  ?  or.  Who 
goes  there  ?  while  at  the  fame  time  the 
Bedouins  were  bufily  employed,  all  over 
the  camp,  in  lighting  up  fires,  which,  as 
they  were  only  kept  alive  by  a  fort  of 
withered  bramble  gleaned  in  the  defert, 
were  of  very  fliort  duration.  This  ftrata- 
gem  was  fucceeded  by  an  interval  of  dead 
filence ;  when  at  length,  at  half  an  hour 
after  four,  as  the  advanced  guard  was  ftill 
hallooing  Bonne  garde  ?  my  good  Arab 
came  to  fee  if  I  waS'  properly  feated  on  my 
camel,  and  in  the  frane  inftant  the  whole 
caravan  fliot  over  the  defert,  like  a  flafh  of 
lightning,  into  the  S.  W. 

Acrofs  an  amazing  cloud  of  dufl:,  occa- 
lioned  by  the  abrupt  manner  of  our  de- 
parture, and  which  mufl  have  been  terrible 
to  a  fped:ator  at  a  diilance,  I  began  to  ob- 
ferve  that  the  young  camels,  intended  for 
fale,  had  each  a  fetter  on  one  of  his  feet ;  a 
•precaution  which  was  meant  to  free  us  of 
their  incumbrance,  as  well  as  to  obflrud: 

the 
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the  progrefs  of  the  Arabs,  by  diverting 
their  attention  from  the  principal  objed:  of 
their  purfuit.  We  fled  three. leagues  to- 
wards the  fouth,  at  the  full  ftretch  of  the 
dromedary ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  I  fat 
perched  as  upon  a  table ;  and  nothing  but 
the  hand  of  Providence  could  have  pre- 
vented my  falling  from  the  back  of  this 
animal,  whofe  motions  were  fo  intolerably 
fevere,  that  at  every  flep  my  bowels  feemed 
to  be  fhaken  in  pieces.  My  hands,  one 
holdine  fafl  before  and  the  other  behind, 
fiipported  me  like  a  kind  of  buttrefs,  by 
which  means  they  v/ere  much  bruifed  and 
lacerated,  while  my  nerves  had  loft  their 
fpring  and  fenfibility  in  fo  great  a  degree, 
that  I  was  twenty  times  on  the  point  of 
abandoning  my  hold. 

Meanwhile  the  enemy  were  in  clofe 
purfuit  of  us ;  but  a  part  of  our  caravan 
having  fallen  into  their  hands,  they  lofl 
fome  time  in  pillaging  the  efFed:s  and  catch- 
in  o-  the  young  cam.els ;  and  on  this  occa- 
lion  my  poor  Arabian  cook,  whom  I  hired 
at  BafTora,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  among 
the  number  of  the  captives.     The  enemy, 

K  3  how- 
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however,  being  occupied  with  their  plun- 
der, gave  us  time  to  leave  them  confider- 
ably  behind ;  and  therefore,  after  running- 
three  leagues  further  S.  E.  our  little  troop, 
which  by  this  time  confifted  of  feven  per- 
fons  only,  refolved  to  detach  itfelf  intirely 
from  the  remains  of  the  caravan.  What 
was  the  fate  of  the  other  Arabs,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  fay,  having  never,  from  that  mo- 
ment, received  the  fmallefl  intelligence  con- 
cerning them.  We  made  a  large  circuit 
round  the  region  which  we  hadjuft  tra- 
verfed,  and  thus,  by  leaving  our  purfuers, 
and  the  reft  of  the  caravan,  to  profecute  a 
route  diredlly  contrary  to  ours,  we  re  fumed 
our  fornier  diredion  towards  the  N.  W. 

Having  continued  our  flight  in  this  di- 
redion  with  the  fame  celerity,  we  at  length 
came  to  a  diftridt  of  the  defert  covered 
with  large  ftones  and  fragments  of  rocks  j 
and  here  my  camel  tumbling  againfl  a 
ilone,  and  at  the  fame  inftant  making  a 
jerk  to  one  fide  of  the  path,  I  loft  my 
hold,  and  was  thrown  off  to  feme  diftance^ 
but  happily  a  good  Arab  was  at  hand,  who 
immediately  ftooped  his   camel,  and  took 

me 
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Xne  up  behind  him  ;  my  dromedary,  mean 
time,  having  taken  flight,  overturned  his 
baggage,  and  a  Bedouin  cutting  the  ropes,  I 
was  deprived  at  once  of  all  my  provilions, 
with  a  confiderable  part  of  my  other  ne- 
ceflaries,  while  my  camel  went  unloaded 
before  us. 


CHAP.     XV. 


'T^c  Author  and  Ms  co?fipa7iio?is  efcape  from 
the  Arabs  their  purfuers, — Friendly  at- 
tent  ions  of  the  Bedouin  Jloepherds. — Afrefi 
alann  renews  the  Author  s  fufferings .-^^ 
Dcfcription  of  the  Arabian  dromedary, 

ABOUT  eight  o'clock  we  entered 
the  dry  bed  of  a  torrent,  and  were 
at  pains  to  conceal  ourfelves,  whilfl  one  of 
our  men  went  to  reconnoitre  from  an  emi- 
nence what  was  pafling  in  the  plain.  He 
could  difcover  neither  the  enemy  nor  the 
caravan,  and  we  again  mounted  our  camels  i 
but  I  was  now  feated  on  a  miferable  pack- 

K  4  faddle. 


I^   TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

faddle,  confifling  of  a  rude  bolfter  of  hay 
placed  round  the  dromedary's  bunch,  with 
four  pieces  of  a  board  imitating  the  ftock 
of  a  faddle.  As  we  rode  nearly  with  the 
fame  difpatch  we  had  employed  before,  my 
fufferings  are  not  to  be  defcribed. 

At  ten,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  rock,  we 
difcGvered  a  fpring  of  fweet  water  fur- 
rounded  with  Ihrubs,  a  circumftance  which 
feemed  to  announce  its  good  quality.  Com- 
pletely worn  out  with  thirft  and  fatigue,  I 
was  unable  to  reftrain  the  importunity  of 
nature,  and  took  almoft  a  bottle  of  it  at 
one  draught ;  but  I  foon  became  indifpofed, 
and  had  reafon  to  be  forry  for  the  impru- 
dence of  my  condud;.  If  we  had  had  any 
fufpicion  of  meeting  the  enemy  in  this 
quarter,  the  recent  traces  of  cattle  which 
had  been  watering  in  the  morning  would 
have  increafed  our  apprehenfions.  We 
took  care,  however,  to  place  a  fentlnel  on 
a  rifing  ground,  who  kept  a  fharp  look- 
out, while  we  remained  in  readinefs  to  con- 
tinue our  flight  at  the  iirft  fignal.  As  he 
could  difcover  neither  man  nor  beail  in  the 
wide  extent  of  the  defer t,  we  were  fatis- 
3  ficd 
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fied  that  by  our  counter-march  we  had  en- 
tirely elbaped  the  obfervation  of  the  Arabs. 

I  now  confidered  in  what  manner  I  could 
reward  my  friend  the  Arab,  who  fo  gene- 
rpufly  ftooped  his  dromedary,  and  took  me 
up,  when  I  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  from 
my  own.     I  could  not  fail  to  refle(5t  that 
while    he    delivered    me    from    immediate 
death,  or  perhaps  from  the  more  deplorable 
calamity  of  itarving  in  the  defert,  he  had 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  imminent  danger  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  an  enraged  enemy^ 
My  pioney  was  reduced  to  the  very  trifling 
fum  of  four  piaftres,  which,  with  an  earneft 
requeft  that  he  would  accept  of  them  as  a 
fmall  teftimony  of  afFecftionate  gratitude,  I 
prefenied   to  my  benefad:or.     So  familiar, 
however,  are  the  fentiments  of  charity  and 
beneficence  in  the  minds   of  thefe  people, 
that  he  had  no  idea  of  what  prompted  me 
to  offer  him  money.     Upon  his  modeft  but 
peremptory  refufal,  I  laid  the  pieces  on  his 
robe,  and  left  him.    In  a  few  minutes,  how- 
ever, he  came  to  me  with  the  money  in  his 
hand  i  and  fuch  was  the  delicacy  of  this 
worthy  man's  feelings,  that  he  was  not  per- 

fiaded 
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fuaded  into  compliance,  until  I  had  afllired 
him  that  I  offered  thefe  piaflres,  not  as  the 
reward  of  his  fervices,  but  as  the  memorial 
of  a  friend,  who  loved  and  efteemed  him. 

I  had  now  no  prcviilons  of  my  own, 
having  loll  them  in  the  defcrt ;  but  I  had 
little  caufe  of  regret,  as  the  good  Arabs  took 
care  to  adminiiler  to  my  wants.  They 
baked  oaten  cakes,  and  toafted  them  on 
the  fand,  or  at  a  fire  of  brambles,  and 
having  fpread  them  with  dates,  or  butter 
obtained  from  the  milk  of  the  female  camel, 
applied  them  a  fecond  time  to  the  heat. 
At  our  meals  I  was  conflantly  treated  with 
a  larger  portion  of  this  buttered  cake,  which 
is  far  from  being  a  bad  ragout,  than  fell  to 
the  fliare  of  any  of  my  companions.  In 
confequence,  however,  of  the  great  dimi- 
nution of  our  provifions,  it  was  but  fcldom 
we  could  afford  this  treat,  and  were  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  dates  as  our  chief  means 
of  fubfiffence.  This  fingular  attention  in 
the  Bedouins,  which  was  above  the  fufpicion 
of  an  intereftcd  motive,  continued  to  be  ex- 
crcifed  towards  me  in  the  fame  manner  and 
degree  to  the  day  of  our  feparation. 
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Our  fears  of  the  enemy,  which  were 
greatly  encreafed  by  frefh  traces  of  cattle 
vifible  about  the  well,  not  permitting  us 
to  linger,  after  dinner  we  mounted  our 
camels,  and  fled  till  night,  almoil  with  the 
fame  rapidity  as  in  the  morning.  My  pain 
and  fatigue  were  fcarcely  to  be  borne  j 
every  inch  of  my  feat  applied  to  the  pack- 
faddle  was  covered  with  fores;  and,  partly 
owing  to  my  infirmities,  and  partly  to  the 
loofe  condition  of  the  faddle,  which  was 
thrown  backwards  at  every  ftep  of  the 
dromedary,  I  was  frequently  pitched  upon 
his  hump.  My  nerves  were  benumbed, 
and  become  incapable  of  farther  exertions, 
while  my  fingers,  in  confequence  of  an 
extreme  agitation  in  my  blood,  fhook  in-- 
voluntarily,  like  the  keys  of  a  harplichord. 
In  this  miferable  condition  I  lofl  my  ap- 
petite, and  was  unable  to  take  the  nourifh- 
ment  necefTary  to  my  fupport  $  but  I  looked 
forward  with  hope  of  relief  to  that  rcfrefh- 
ing  repofe  I  promifed  myfelf  during  the 
approaching  night.  About  nine  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  however,  I  was  told  by  the 
Arabs  that  it  was  necefTary  to  go  on.  There 

was 
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was  no  time  left  to  expostulate  j  I  mounted 
my  dromedary  in  the  beft  manner  I  was 
able,  and  went  on  at  a  long  ftep,  which  I 
endeavoured  to  bear  with  all  the  fortitude 
in  my  power. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  halted 
at  a  piece  of  hollow  ground,  where  we  lay 
down  and  flept  till  fix.  We  again  mounted 
our  camels,  and  purfued  our  journey  the 
whole  day,  fometimes  at  a  trot,  fometimes 
at  a  kind  of  gallop,  according  as  the  defert 
feemed  more  or  kfs  frequented.  The  fol- 
lowinof  mornino[  we  difcovered  the  banks 
pf  the  Euphrates,  on  which  Hood  a  folitary 
t)uilding;  but  having  fuddenly  obferved  a 
pompany  of  Arabs,  we  turned  the  heads  of 
our  camels,  and  fled  full  fpeed.  We  paffed 
heaps  of  ftones  at  different  intervals,  which 
were  probably  defigned  for  a  direction  of 
the  road,  I  obferved  likewife  large  mounds 
of  earth,  but  whether  natural  or  artificial 
I  cannot  pretc-nd  to  fiy.  In  regulating 
our  flight,  we  were  diredled  by  the  N.  W. 
wind  in  the  day-time,  and  at  night  took 
our  .  diredion  from  the  motions  of  the 
ftars. 

The 
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The  Arabian  dromedary,  which  differs 
from  that  of  Africa,  being  fnaaller,  and 
having  but  one  bunch,  feems  to  be  parti- 
cularly intended  for  the  ufe  of  man  in  thefe 
defert  regions.  Notwithftanding  the  ex- 
treme fatigue  to  which  the  dromedary  I 
rode  was  fubje(fled  in  confequence  of  very 
long  ftages,  and  although  he  was  occa- 
lionally  four  or  five  days  without  water, 
eating  only  a  few  brambles,  which  he 
gleaned  in  the  defert  in  the  hurry'  of  his 
march,  he  appeared  to  have  no  complaint. 
He  remained,  befides,  fl:ooped,  according 
to  cuftom,  during  the  v.^hole  courfe  of  the 
night.  The  dromedary  is  endowed  with 
the  faculty  of  bringing  up  his  food,  which 
he  fwallows  at  iiril  in  hafte,  and  which  he 
ruminates  afterwards  at  his  convenience,  in 
the  manner  of  the  ox.  It  is  unnecefTary  for 
me  to  defcribe  the  ftrudture  of  an  animal  fo 
univerfally  known. 

Our  difcovery  at  this  moment  of  a  well 
was  a  fortunate  event,  as  our  bottles  were  al- 
mofl  entirely  empty  j  but,  finding  it  expedient 
to  fpend  little  time  in  taking  a  fupply  of  water, 

we 
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we  departed  as  we  had  arrived,  at  full 
fpeed,  in  order  to  elude  the  keepers  of  cat- 
tle, whofe  traces  were  obfervable  all  around 
the  well. 


CHAP.      XVI. 


T^he  company  reach  frceral  high  mountains j 
ivhicb  annoujice  their  being  on  the  border 
of  the  defert. — After  various  alarms  and 
difficulties y  they  at  length  j?ieet  with  a  vil- 
lage,ftuated  in  a  cultivated  country » 

IN  four  days  we  faw  a  ridge  of  high 
mountains  on  the  left,  flretching  along 
the  horizon  -,  and  a  little  afterwards  there 
appeared  a  fmall  cloud,  followed  by  feveral 
others,  which,  as  the  defert  had  hitherto 
prefented  a  ficy  uniformly  ferene,  was  be- 
come an  objed:  of  fome  curiofity. 

We  were  ftill,  however,  fubjedted  to 
unremitting  anxiety  and  fatigue,  from  the 
marches    and   counter-marches    we    were 

obliged 
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obliged  to  make  as  often  as  we  diicovered 
the  traces  of  a  camel,  or  the  footftcps  of 
an  Arab.  As  the  little  bottoms  in  the 
defert  are  much  frequented  by  the  natives 
in  the  fummer  feafon,  it  often  happened 
that,  in  order  to  avoid  being  difcovered 
after  reaching  the  top  of  an  eminence,  we 
found  it  expedient  to  turn,  and  defcend  it 
at  full  fpeed.  When,  as  was  often  the 
cafe,  our  march  lay  through  a  narrow  and 
difficult  paffage,  we  made  it  our  bufmefs 
to  hide  ourfelves  during  the  day,  and  re- 
fumed  our  journey  at  the  approach  of 
night. 

We  now  began  to  draw  near  to  the  high 
mountains  above  mentioned,  when  I  ob- 
ferved  the  Uttle  vallies  in  their  vicinity 
white  with  falt-pctre,  whi^  had  no  doubt 
been  wallied  down  fr^m  trfe  heights,  and 
depofited  by  the  winter  rains.  In  feme 
places  the  foil,  formed  into  a  dry  crufl, 
was  raifed  about  four  inches  above  the 
level  of  the  folid  ground;  infoniuch  that 
our  camels,  under  whofe  feet  it  broke  at 
every  ftep,  found  it  extremely  difficult  to 
proceed.     This  uncommon  puffed  flate  of 

the 
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the  foil  is  evidently  occafioned  by  the  ex- 
ceffive  heat  of  the  fun,  which  prevails  at 
the  clofe  of  the  rainy  feafon. 

My  fellow-travellers  were  at  pains  to 
diredt  my  eye  to  a  town  fituated  among 
thefe  mountains,  the  name  of  which  I  have 
forgotten,  and  which  I  was  unable  to  de- 
fcry.  I  faw  an  Arabian  fair  in  the  plains 
and  paffed  fome  ancient  ruins,  which,  how- 
ever, from  their  iize,  did  not  feem  to  merit 
much  of  the  traveller's  attention. 

We  met  with  the  veftiges  of  encamps 
ments,  which,  in  the  winter  feafon,  the 
Arab  pitches  upon  the  heights,  and  gene- 
rally in  the  vicinity  of  a  torrents  Here 
the  foil  is  of  greater  depth,  but,  on  ac- 
count of  numberlefs  rat-holes,  which  are 
probably  abandoned  as  foon  as  the  drought 
commences,  is  extremely  painful  to  the 
feet  of  the  camel.  The  earth  being  com- 
pletely undermined,  the  moment  the  animal 
fets  his  foot  on  the  ground,  the  cruft  gives 
way,  and  it  is  not  without  a  conliderable 
effort  that  he  can  extricate  his  hoof  from 
the  foil.  Happily,  however,  in  this  em- 
barraffing  fituation  we  were  not  under  the 

neceflity 
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liecefTity  of  travelling  with  our  ufual  ex- 
pedition. 

We  turned  to  the  right,  and,  diredting 
our  march  in   the  line  of  the  mountains, 
arrived  at  a  watering-place  in  the  midft   of 
a  plain.     We  defcended  into  a  very  deep 
cavern,  formed  by  huge  rocks,  where  we 
found  in  a  vafl  bafon  or  cavity  a  fountain 
of  bitter  water,  which,  coniidering  its  tafte,- 
imell,  colour,  and  fituation,  merits  a  place 
in   the   catalogue   of  the   infernal  fources. 
Next  day,  at  fome  diftance  from  this  cave, 
we  lay  concealed  in    the    hollows,  and  as 
foon  as  it  was  dark  refumed  our  journey 
along  the  fide    of  the  hills.     We  had  the 
benefit   of   the    moon    till   ten,   when    we 
flopped,  and  waited  her  going  down ;  for, 
as  we  were  about  to  enter  a  long  and  nar- 
row  defile,  with  a  view  to  be  more  in  the 
dired:ion  of  Aleppo,  we  were  afraid  of  fall- 
ing  in  with   the   natives.     Having   lately 
feen  an  Arabian  fair   in   the  plain,    and  a$ 
we  had  obferved  in  the  eourfe  of  the  day 
that  this  confined  pafTage,  as  well  as   the 
adjacent  grounds,  were  frequented  by  Arabs, 
the   apprehenfions  of  my   fellow-travellers 

Vol.  II.  L  were 


146       TRAVfeLS    ROUND     THE    WORLD, 

were  far  from  appearing  extravagant.     We 
fent  a  fcout  before,  to  reconnoitre,  and  dole 
on  without   uttering   a    fingle  word ;    for, 
from   the  dead  flillnefs  which  reigns  over 
the  face  of  the  defert,  a   very  fmall  noife 
may    be  heard  at  a  confiderable    diftance. 
Even   our  camels,  whofe  inftindts  are  truly 
Wonderful,   feemed  to  condud:    themfelves 
under    fimilar  impreffions.      At    midnight 
I  heard  the  found  of  a  bell  in   the  defert, 
and  foon  after  obferved  fome  Arabs  belong- 
ing to  a  neighbouring  camp,  leading  an  afs. 
Dreading  the    confequences   of  being   dif- 
covered,  we  lay  down  behind  our  camels, 
not  without  apprehending,   however,  that 
the    noife    of  the    Arabs    might    put    our 
animals  to  flight.     Fortunately  they  remain- 
ed quiet,  and  our  fcout  returned  in  a  little 
lime  from  taking  a  view   of  the  country ; 
but  as  we  were  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty 
whether   we    had  not  been  difcovered   by 
the  Arabs  who  had  jufl  pafTed  us,  and  as  it 
was  the   opinion  of  our  fpy,  that  it  would 
be  extremely  dangerous  to  hazard  the  palTage 
under  the  prefent  circumflances,  we  mount-. 

ed 
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ed  our  camels  in  profound  filence,  and  be- 
took ourfclves  to  llight. 

Continuing  our  route  in  the  line  of  the 
fame  mountains,  we  afcended  them  the 
next  day ;  but  had  no  fooner  reached 
the  top  of  the  firft  ridge,  than,  looking 
back  upon  the  plain,  we  faw  it  crouded 
with  Arabian  camps,  and  could  not  help 
congratulating  ourfelves  on  our  fortunate 
efcape.  Thefe  are  the  firft  heights  of  any 
confequence  we  had  met  with  fmce  our 
departure  from  BafTora.  The  foil  now 
began  to  be  a  little  more  fufceptible  of  cul- 
ture, and  the  brambles  feemed  of  a  dif- 
ferent fpecies  from  thofe  of  the  defert. 
We  faw  a  wild-boar  turn  into  the  recefs 
of  a  mountain.  Upon  defcending  we  enter- 
ed a  vaft  plain,  with  diftant  hills  on  each 
fide.  Our  profpedis  had  now  loft  a  great 
deal  of  their  former  dreary  uniformity. 
Although  I  was  in  fome  degree  recovered 
from  my  firil  fatigue,  and  a  little  more  ac- 
cuftomed  to  my  lituation,  the  rude  motion 
of  the  dromedary  was  ftill  extremely  pain- 
ful. I  cannot  impute  my  bad  plight  how- 
ever, to  any  particular  delicacy  of  confti- 
L  2  tution. 
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tution,  fince  one  of  the  hardy  Bedouins 
frequently  lagged  behind,  and  appeared 
to  be  at  leail:  equally  worn  out  with  myfelf. 
In  our  flight  over  the  defert  I  laboured 
under  one  great  and  peculiar  difadvantage, 
I  mean  my  inability  to  keep  the  camel 
to  his  proper  pace ;  for  thofe  who  are  ufed 
to  travel  on  this  animal  feldom  go  at  a  trot, 
but  almofl:  always  at  a  kind  of  amble, 
which  is  equally  expeditious,  and  much  lefs 
fevere  to  the  rider.  As  this  animal  is 
actuated  by  a  furprifing  emulation  to  pafs 
his  companions  on  the  road,  when  I  hap- 
pened to  have  the  misfortune  to  be  left^ 
behind,  his  impatience  to  come  up  with 
them  made  him  conftantly  fall  into  a  moil 
formidable  trot,  which,  it  was  by  no  means 
in  my  power  either  to  moderate  or  prevent. 
We  filled  our  bottles  at  a  well  of  excel- 
lent water,  fituated  in  a  kind  of  yard,  and 
furrounded  by  the  ruins  of  a  confiderable 
caAle  j  but  obferving  the  ground  flill  moift 
with  water  that  had  been  recently  drawn, 
we  thought  it  advifeabie  to  fpend  but  little 
time  in  this  place.  We  continued  our 
journey,  wlih  the  mountains  always  on  the 

right. 
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right,  lleeping  flill  in  tlie  hollows  during 
night.  Next  day  we  travelled  in  the  fame 
direction,  permitting  our  camels  to  graze 
at  intervals  among  the  rocks  which  cover- 
ed us  from  the  obfervation  of  the  natives. 
At  night  we  proceeded  along  a  path  form- 
ed in  the  channel  of  a  torrent,  which  we 
quitted  in  the  morning  to  purfue  our  march- 
in  the  diredlion  of  the  mountains. 

Here  the  footfteps  of  camels  became 
very  obfervable,  while  the  defert  began  to 
be  beaten,  and  to  have  the  appearance  of 
being  much  more  frequented.  Even  in 
this  place  we  were  obliged  to  pafs  the  day 
as  ufual,  ikulking  in  the  dry  bed  of  a  tor- 
rent, and  continuing  our  journey  during 
the  night  by  the  foot  of  the  mountains. 

At  eight  o'clock  I  obferved  a  fire  on 
the  heights,  and  heard  the  barking  of  dogs, 
by  whom  we  had  probably  been  perceived 
in  the  defert ;  fymptoms  of  population, 
which  were  foon  confirmed  by  evident 
veftiges  of  the  plough.  At  twelve  we 
crofi"ed  feveral  cultivated  fields,  feparated 
from  one  another  by  fmall  ditches.  At  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning  we  came  to  houses, 
L   3  and 
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and  a  brook  of  running  water,  for  the  firft 
time  fince  we  left  the  confines  of  Baffora ; 
and  having  at  length  entered  a  built  village, 
we  flooped  our  dromedaries,  and  ftood  to 
our  arms.  Every  foul  in  the  village  feem- 
cd  to  be  afleep,  and  I  was  not  a  little  in- 
clined to  follow  their  example. 

The  return  of  day  prefented  us  with  a 
country  watered  by  rain  and  dew,  and  in 
no  mean  ftate  of  improvement,  embel- 
lifhed  with  a  number  of  poplars,  the  firfl 
tree  I  had  obferved  after  fetting  foot  on 
the  defert.  The  villagers,  intimidated  by 
our  warlike  appearance,  and  probably  mif- 
taking  us  for  a  band  of  robbers  who  had 
lately  committed  depredations  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  came  to  requeft  that  we  would  with- 
draw into  an  adjacent  field,  where  we  fliould 
be  at  liberty  to  refrefh  ourfelves  unmoleft- 
ed.  We  fubmitted,  and  having  refted  till 
eleven,  again  miounted  our  camels,  and  con- 
tinued our  journey  in  the  diredlion  of  a 
country  which  appeared  flill  more  beauti- 
ful and  populous. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XVII. 

T&e  fcene  improves  upon  the  Author  and  his 
companioiiSy  who  are  agreeably  furprized 
at  finding  themf elves  freed  from  any  fur- 
ther jnolefiation  from  the  Arabs. — They 
enter  Turkey,  and  after  pajjingfeveral  po- 
pulous  villages,  reach  Damafcus. 

I  WAS  much  entertained  by  the  great 
confternation   which   a    moft    complete 
change  in   the  appearance  of  furrounding 
objedls  produced  in  our  camels.     The  dif- 
ferent afped  of  a  Turk  and   an  Arab   in 
drefs,   figure,  and  ftature;    the  novelty  of 
houfes,  dogs,  trees,  and  rivulets;  in  fhort, 
every  thing  occurred  in  its  turu  as  a  caufe 
of  difmay;  a  circum.ftance  v^hich  was  at- 
tended with  frefh  difficulties  to  the  travel- 
ler, though  of  a  very  different  nature  from 
thole  he  had  lately  experienced.     Our  ani- 
mals continued  to  advance  with  unabating 
diffidence  and  trepidation ;  and,  on  one  oc- 
cafion,  a  rat  happening  to  run  acrofs  the 

L  4  road. 
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road,  threw  our  whole  troop  into  terror  and 
confufion.  One  of  our  men  was  dif- 
mounted,  an4  it  was  not  without  much 
difficulty  that  the  reft  of  the  company  were 
able  to  keep  their  feats.  At  the  entrance 
to  the  firil  bridge,  the  dromedary,  appre- 
hending, perhaps  from  the  found  of  his  feet, 
fome  want  of  folidity  below,  made  a  dead 
paufe ;  and  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time 
elapfed  before  we  could  make  good  our 
pafTage  over  it. 

We  pafTed  many  villages,  and  were  now 
travelling  through  a  country  like  a  conti- 
nued garden,  abounding  in  trees  and  plants 
of  various  kinds.  At  four  in  the  afternoon 
we  came  to  a  kind  of  arcade,  within  which 
was  a  charming  fountain  of  water;  but  the 
Bedouins,  feized  with  the  panic  of  their 
camels,  flopped  fl:iort,  and  refufed  to  enter, 
until  one  of  their  number  had  reconnoitred 
the  place.  Faffing  feveral  water-mills,  and 
a  burying- ground,  we  at  lafl  perceived,  at  a 
fmall  diflance  before  us,  the  walls  of  a  great 
town.  The  numbers  of  dead  indicated  by 
the  multitude  of  grave-flones,  the  rich  ap- 
pearance of  the  adjacent  country,  and  many 

fine 
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fine  gardens  along  the  road,  fuggefted  the 
idea  of  a  very  extenfive  city.  After  pro- 
ceeding a  confiderable  way  on  the  outfidc 
of  the  town-wall,  we  were  about  to  halt 
for  refrefhment,  when  we  received  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  balha,  ordering  us  inftantly 
to  depart,  and  at  the  fame  time  threatening 
us  with  the  whole  weight  of  his  difpleafure 
in  cafe  of  difobedience.  Senfible  that  we 
were  at  the  mercy  of  a  tyrant,  we  thought 
it  expedient  to  withdraw  to  fome  diflance; 
but  foon  received  a  fimilar  notice,  and  I 
began  to  imagine  that  the  terror  of  the  in- 
habitants, at  the  approach  of  armed  Be- 
douins, is  fo  great  that  every  one  trembles 
for  his  own  fecurity,  while  they  remain  in 
his  neighbourhood.  Meanwhile  a  bold 
Arab,  highly  incenfed  at  the  infolence  of 
the  people,  and  whofe  patience  was  unable 
to  brook  any  further  interruption,  flooped 
his  dromedary,  and  fluck  his  lance  in  the 
ground,  to  denote  his  right  of  polTeffion; 
and,  in  fpite  of  the  reproaches  and  abufe 
poured  upon  us  from  the  furrounding  gar-* 
dens,  the  whole  band  inftantly  followed  his 
example.  On  the  third  of  Augufl,  there- 
fore. 
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fore,  and  on  the  thirty- fifth  day  fince  our 
departure  from  BafTora,  we  fixed  our  quar- 
ters in  the  vicinity  of  this  city. 

Our  marches  and  counter-marches  in 
the  defert  had  occafioned  in  me  fuch  a 
confufion  of  ideas,  rcfpedling  the  diredion 
of  our  route,  that  I  now  found  it  extremely 
difficult  to  determine  by  my  maps  the  place 
of  our  prefent  encampment.  Having  ob- 
ferved  that  the  general  line  of  our  march 
was  greatly  to  the  W.  of  Aleppo,  I  could 
find  nothing  in  my  geographical  computa- 
tions, at  our  fuppofed  diftance  from  the  fea, 
that  could  at  all  correfpond  to  it,  but  the 
ancient  city  of  Damafcus.  I  afked  my 
companions  if  this  was  not  the  nam.e  of  the 
town  y  but  was  anfwered,  that  it  was  called 
C^ram,  or  the  City  of  the  Sun ;  that  it  was 
governed  by  a  very  powerful  bafha ;  and 
that  the  name  of  my  country  had  never  yet 
reached  the  ears  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was 
added,  that  the  people  were  a  peculiarly 
vicious  and  malevolent  race;  and  indeed  I 
was  not  milinformed,  if  I  may  depend,  as 
a  proof,  on  thofe  horrid  curfes  and  execra- 
tions regularly  poured  out  againft  the 
I  Turks, 
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Turks,  as  often  as  the  Bedouins  returned 
from  market.  Refpecling  our  adlual  fitu- 
^tion  on  the  globe,  however,  I  was  now 
more  in  the  dark  than  before;  and,  being 
told  tliat  Aleppo  was  ftill  at  the  diftance 
of  ten  days  journey,  I  urged  my  condudor 
to  fet  out  with  me  foon  for  that  place.  In 
the  mean  time  I  was  faint  v/iih  hunger  and 
fatigue,  and  therefore  fent  immediately  to 
Chams  for  provifions,  which  we  devoured 
with  great  eagernefs  the  moment  they  w-ere 
fet  before  us.  I  bathed  to  refreih  my 
weary  hmbs,  changed  my  drefs,  and  made 
it  my  bulinefs  to  profit  by  the  prefent  in- 
terval of  repofe. 

I  now  entreated  my  condu(5tor  to  lead  me 
to  fome  inn  or  houfe  of  entertainment  for 
flrangers;  but,  to  a  man  whofe  notions  and 
habits  of  life  were  fo  little  familiar  to  Eu- 
ropean manners,  my  propofal  appeared  idle 
and  ridiculous.  Befides,  he  was  under  no 
fmall  concern,  left  I  fhould  be  molefted, 
and  even  infulted  by  the  Turks.  Next  day, 
having  expreffed  my  defire  of  making  fome 
acquaintance  with  the  Afiatic  Chriftians, 
he  with  great  readinefs  introduced  me  to  a 

man 
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man  of  the  Syriac  ritual,  from  whom  I 
learned,  that  Chams  is  the  name  the  Arabs 
give  to  Damafcus.  I  met  afterwards  with 
a  father  Jefuit  in  the  ftreets,  dreifed  in  the 
fafhion  of  the  country,  who,  upon  hearing 
I  was  a  native  of  France,  aflured  me  he 
was  of  the  fame  nation,  and  invited  me  to 
an  afylum  in  his  hofpice  or  convent ;  a  fa- 
vour which  I  accepted  with  much  pleafure 
and  alacrity. 

The  city  of  Damafcus  is  large  and  po- 
pulous. The  houfes,  in  front  of  the  ftreets, 
are  very  indifferent;  but  prefent  a  hand- 
fome  appearance  towards  the  gardens.  It 
contains  manufactures  of  various  kinds ; 
arid  the  market-places  are  well  conftruded, 
and  ornamented  with  a  rich  colonade  of 
variegated  marble.  The  ftreets,  in  general, 
are  tolerably  broad ;  but  the  diftrid  fre- 
quented by  the  Chriflians  is  mean,  and  in 
all  refpeds  much  inferior  to  the  other  quar- 
ters of  the  town. 

The  great  trade  and  population  of  Da- 
mafcus, as  well  as  the  high  veneration  in 
which  it  is  held  by  Muflulmen,  are  owing 
to  its  being  the  place  of  general   rendez- 
vous 
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vous  for  the  Mahometan  pilgrims  of  Eu- 
rope, and  the  northern  parts  of  Syria,  on 
their  way  to  Mecca,  a  circumftance  which 
has  beftowed  on  it  the  title  of  Mahomet's 
Heel. 

The  caravan  of  Mecca  is  condu(fled  by 
the  bafha  of  Damafcus,  who  receives  a 
confiderable  fum  from  the  Porte  on  this 
account,  as  well  as  to  maintain  a  military 
force,  and  to  keep  certain  caftles  on  the  de- 
fert  in  repair.  Thefe  forts  are  to  defend 
the  pilgrim  wells  againft  the  ravages  of  the 
Arabs,  who  are  regularly  paid  a  certain  tri- 
bute by  the  caravan,  for  liberty  to  pafs 
unmolefted.  They  are  joined,  at  a  certain 
diftance  from  Damafcus,  by  the  caravans  of 
Bagdad  and  Grand  Cairo ;  in  the  firft  of 
which  are  pilgrims  from  all  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Afia,  and  in  the  latter  fimilar  fol- 
lowers of  their  prophet  from  the  different 
tribes  and  nations  of  Africa.  As  the  cara- 
van's arrival  at  Mecca  is  fixed  for  the  two 
great  folemnities,  the  feafl  of  Courban  Bey- 
ran,  or  Abraham's  facrifice,  and  that  of 
Beyran,  or  the  Turkifh  carnival,  at  the  end 
of  Ramadan,  and  correfponding  to  the  Jew- 
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ifh  pafTover,  it  muft  not  be  detained  at  Da- 
nnalbus  beyond  the  fixed  period  of  its  de- 
panure,  under  any  pretext  whatever. 

The  Jefuits  of  Damafcus  fhewed  me 
every  attention  and  civility  in  their  power ; 
and  indeed  the  hofpitality  they  afTorded  me 
in  a  city  which,  properly  fpeaking,  does 
not  contain  one  refident  European,  and 
where  the  manners  of  the  people  are  un- 
commonly cruel  and  ferocious,  was  the 
moft  grateful  and  feafonable  of  all  the 
inftances  of  kindnefs  I  received  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  my  travels.  Thefe  good 
fathers,  laftly,  found  me  a^  guide  to  Barutb, 
on  the  borders  of  the  Mediterranean,  four 
days  journey  from  Damafcus.  After  pafling 
nearly  a  week  in  their  bofpice,  I  bade  adieu 
to  my  friends  the  Jefuits. 


CHAP. 


J?Y    SEA    AND    LAND.  I59 


CHAP.      XVIII. 

The  Author  quits  Damafcus,  a?idpajfes  through 
a  mountainous  but  fertile  country. — Hofpi- 
tality  and  excellent  character  of  the  moun- 
taineers.— Arrival  at  Baruth,  and  depar- 
ture  thence  for  ^efrouan. — The  Author 
vifits  fever al  convents ,  and  arrives  at  tha 
hofpice  of  Aintoura. 

HAVING  fet  out  from  Damafcus 
for  Baruth,  with  the  mountains,  as 
formerly,  on  the  right,  a  tolerable  road  led 
us  to  their  fummit ;  and  at  ten  o'clock, 
after  eight  hours  march,  we  put  up  at  a 
fmall  village.  Though  the  foil  is  ex- 
tremely dry,  with  little  appearance  of  culti- 
vation, I  found  here  excellent  fruit,  milk> 
and  vegetables.  Refuming  our  journey  ia 
the  courfe  of  the  night,  after  afccneiing  and 
defcending  for  a  confiderable  time,  we  en- 
tered a  narrow  defile  of  grbat  length,  which 
brought  us  to  a  large  and  extenfive  plain 
named  Beca,  fomewhat  marfhy,  but   with 

a  black 
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a  black  and  fertile  foil.  Near  to  the  centre 
of  this  plain  we  crofTed  a  fmall  river,  and 
foon  came  to  a  village,  which  ferves  as  a 
depofit  for  moft  of  the  grain  raifed  in  the 
neighbouring  parts  of  the  country.  We 
left  this  village  at  our  ufual  hour  of  the 
night,  and  afcended  high  and  craggy  moun- 
tains, which,  however,  were  cultivated  as 
much  as  appeared  compatible  with  the  na- 
ture and  quantity  of  the  foil :  the  difficulty 
and  fatigue  of  afcending  and  defcending 
thefe  mountains  were  fo  great,  that  feveral 
of  our  mules  fell  lame,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  continue  our  progrefs  on  foot. 

As  every  inch  of  the  little  foil  the  natives 
owe  to  nature  is  planted  with  vineyards, 
mulberry,  and  other  fruit-trees,  we  were 
well  fup plied  upon  the  road  with  fruits  of 
various  kinds,  which  grow  in  abundance 
amongfl  thefe  wild  and  difmal  rocks.  Wc 
flopped  to  take  fome  refreihment  at  a  cot- 
tage, where  I  obfcrved  the  remains  of  a 
confiderable  fountain,  which  formerly  ufed 
to  water  the  mulberry-trees  in  its  vicinity. 

The  Afiatic  method  of  cultivating  the 
mulberry-tree  is  different  from  that  in  ufe 

among 
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:imong  Europeans.  According  to  the  lat- 
ter, though  at  a  certain  feafon  the  tree  is 
deprived  of  its  leaves,  ftill  it  is  permitted  to 
rite  to  its  full  growth  j  whereas,  by  the  for- 
mer, at  the  fame  time  it  is  flripped  of  its 
leaves  it  is  lopped  of  its  branches ;  hence 
the  mulberry-tree  of  eaftern  countries  is 
feldom  above  eight  or  nine  feet  high. 

In  this  country  I  was  every  where  hof- 
pitably  received.  The  common  food  of  the 
inhabitants  confifts  of  fweet  and  four  milk, 
and  a  fort  of  crape-cakes  toafted  on  a  cy- 
linder of  hewn  ftone,  which  is  heated  within- 
fide.  The  milk  of  this  country  I  found 
much  better  than  that  of  the  defert,  which 
was  not  only  four,  but  hardened  to  the 
confiflency  of  a  flint  flone. 

The  natives  of  the  mountains  have  a 
noble  fimplicity  of  character,  equally  re- 
moved from  the  domineering  arrogance  of 
the  Turk,  and  that  mean  fervility  of  fpirit, 
which,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  feems  to  debafe 
the  Chriftian  vifage  within  the  walls  of 
Damafcus.  The  Chriftians  of  that  city, 
partly  owing  to  Mahometan  tyranny,  and 
partly  to  their  own  daftardly  behaviour,  are 

Vol,  IL  M  fubjeaed 
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fubjeded  to  the  condition,  and  merit  the 
appellation,  of  Haves,  rather  than  the  cha- 
rafter  of  men. 

We  proceeded  on  our  journey  during  the 
night,  though  at  the  fhort  diftance  of  five 
or  fix  leagues  from  Baruth  ;  and  having  ar- 
rived at  the  top  of  the  mountains,  at  length 
came  in  view  of  the  Mediterranean,  when 
I  gave  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  having 
conduded  me  to  the  profped:  of  that  fea 
which  waflies  the  fhores  of  my  native 
country.  The  fky  was  overcaft,  and  we 
had  the  firfl:  fhower  of  rain- 1  had  met  with 
in  thefe  climates,  while  the  regions  of  the 
atmofphere,  fraught  with  vaft  mafTes  of 
vapour,  towering  with  magnificence  in  va- 
rious forms  and  elevations,  prefented  an 
appearance  which  was  far  from  being  fami- 
liar to  my  late  obfervation.  On  the  frigid 
fummits  of  thefe  mountains,  however,  I 
could  not  help  feeling  fome  regret  for  the 
warmer  climates  I  was  leaving  behind  me. 

In  our  gradual  defcent  from  the  heights 
we  came  in  viev/  of  an  extenfive  plain, 
whofe  lively  verdure  was  fingularly  grate- 
ful to  the  eye.  As  we  proceeded,  the  fp rings, 
X  pouring 
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pouring  down  from  the  ridges,  gently  wa- 
tered or  entirely  overflov  ed  the  fkirts  of  the 
mountains ;  and  hence  the  charming  ver- 
dure of  thofe  little  patches  of  good  ground 
which  are  found  interfperfed  among  the 
rocks.  The  rivulets,  uniting  their  ftreams 
in  their  progrefs  towards  the  bottom  of  the 
mountain,  formed  little  noify  torrents,  which 
again  diverging  into  various  channels,  after 
wafhing  the  roots  of  the  hills,  moiftened 
and  fertilized  the  adjacent  plain.  We  ar- 
rived at  a  little  fort  or  caftle,  fituated  on  a 
fmall  river,  which  being  above  the  level  of 
a  great  plantation  of  mulberries,  watered 
them  with  all  the  advantage  of  the  moft 
feafonable  and  fertilizing  (howers.  Through 
thefe  plantations  we  profecuted  our  journey, 
and  met  with  a  foil  fo  highly  cultivated, 
that  it  was  difficult  to  difcover  a  fingle  foot 
of  wafte  or  fallow  ground ;  water,  howe- 
ver, becomes  more  fcarce,  in  proportion  as 
the  traveller  refnoves  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  We  now  came  in  view  of  Ba- 
ruth,  where  we  arrived  with  eafe  at  nine  in 
the  morning.  I  alighted  at  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  whence,  after  feeing  my  things  exa- 

M  2  mined. 
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mined,  I  went  to  a  convent  of  Capuchin 
friars,  where  the  gcood  fathers  gave  me  a 
kind  and  hofpitable  reception. 

I  had  a  letter  from  the  jefuits  of  Damaf- 
cus  to  the  fuperior  of  a  convent  of  that  or- 
der in  the  Quefrouan,  a  di(l:ri(^  of  Lebanon 
inhabited  only  by  the  Maronites,  whom  I 
was  defirous  to  vifit.  I  received  all  the  in- 
formation I  wanted  from  the  fuperior  of 
this  convent,  whofe  placid  but  animated 
countenance  was  an  index  of  the  delicacy 
and  fenfibility  of  his  mind,  as  well  as  of  that 
pure  and  unaffeded  zeal  by  which  he  was 
actuated  in  the  functions  of  his  miffion.  I 
palTed  only  two  days  in  this  town,  which  is 
inconliderable  in  fize,  and  miferably  built. 
Baruth,  as  well  as  a  great  part  of  the  neigh- 
bourinp-  mountains,  is  under  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  an  emir,  who  is  tributary  to  the 
Turks ;  a  circumflance  to  which  the  people 
owe  their  fecurity  from  Ottoman  oppref- 
fion.  In  this  city  Chriftians  and  Mahome- 
tans live  on  friendly  terms,  partly  owing  to 
the  rigour  of  public  juftice,  which  is  admi- 
riiftered  with  great  impartiality,  and  partly 
to  that  prompt  vengeance  which  is  gene- 
rally 
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rally  inflidted  on  the  fpot  by  the  party  ag- 
grieved. 

I  now  departed  for  Quefrouan,  after  hear- 
ing it  much  extolled  for  its  natural  (Irength, 
an  advantage  arifing  from  thofe  lofty  moun- 
tains with  which  it  is  furrounded,  as  well  as 
from  the  population  and  native  valour  of 
the  people.  I  had  like  wife  heard  that  I 
(liould  find  there  many  convents  of  both 
fexes  ',  that  the  rites  of  the  Romifh  religion 
were  as  freely  exercifed  in  Quefrouan  as  in 
any  province  of  France  -,  and,  in  a  word, 
that  thefe  mountaineers  granted  toleration  to 
jio  other  religious  fedl  whatever. 

With  thefe  and  fimilar  impreffions  on 
my  mind,  I  palTed  a  little  river  in  the 
plains  of  Baruth,  and  continuing  my  jour- 
ney by  the  fea  (hore  on  the  road  to  Tripoli,. 
I  came  to  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  which 
is  only  to  be  afcended  by  flights  of  fteps 
cut  in  the  folid  rock.  This  is  one  of  thofe 
great  works  which  continue  to  preferve 
the  memory  of  the  Romans,  many  of 
whofe  infcriptions  on  this  road  ftill  meet 
the  eye  of  the  traveller.  All  along  the  path, 
which  is  about  twelve  feet  broad,  they  had 

M  3  ufed 
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ufed  the  precaution  to  chiflel  holes  corre- 
fponding  to  the  hoofs  of  their  horfes,  in 
order  to  prevent  them  from  flipping  or 
falHng  on  the  ftones.  Rails  have  been  very 
properly  placed  on  the  fide  next  to  the  fea, 
which  heaves  its  billows  with  great  vio- 
lence, and  to  a  great  height,  againft  the 
rocks,  whilfl  towards  land  the  head  of  the 
traveller  becomes  giddy  as  he  looks  down 
upon  the  frightful  precipice. 

Having  afcended  this  extraordinary  trad:, 
which  is  by  no  means  difficult,  and  de- 
fcended  in  the  fame  manner  on  the  oppofite 
l!de,  I  pafTed  what  is  called  Dog's  River, 
a^two  leagues  diftance  from  Baruth.  To- 
wards the  fea  I  obferved  a  plantation  of 
mulberry- trees,  which  received  neceiTary 
fupplies  of  moifture  from  that  river,  by 
means  of  various  canals.  I  now  ftruck  ofF 
to  the  right,  and  afcending  the  banks  of  the 
river,  which  at  firft  are  much  confined  by 
fleep  rock?,  but  afterwards  open  into  a  lit- 
tle valley  planted  with  mulberry-trees,  I 
came  on  the  left  to  a  mountain,  gradually 
rifing  into  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre, 
and  planted  with  different  kinds  of  timber. 

I  forded 
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I  forded  Dog's  river  above  a  confiderable 
bridge,  on  which  I  found  an  infcription, 
and  afcending  by  a  path  extremely  Iteep 
and  difficult,  I  at  lafl  reached  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  and  paid  my  refpedls  to  a 
Maronite  convent  named  Louifjy,  whofe 
church  is  tolerably  neat  and  clean.  I  dif- 
covered  from  thence  on  a  hill  the  jefuits 
hofpice  of  Aintoura,  to  which  I  was  direct- 
ed, and  in  my  way  towards  it  pafled  a  po- 
pulous village.  I  crolled  a  narrow  valley, 
which,  though  the  foil  is  watered  with  few 
fprings,  and  confequently  lefs  fertile  than 
the  lower  grounds,  is  covered,  like  all  others 
in  this  country,  with  fig-trees,  mulberry- 
trees,  and  vineyards.  Purfuing  a  gradual 
afcent  along  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  I  left 
a  little  to  the  right  a  large  village  {landing 
on  a  fine  champain  country  in  good  culti- 
vation, and  after  travelling  about  a  league 
further  on  the  fune  ridge,  I  obferved  on  a 
little  eminence  before  me  a  convent  of  nuns, 
who  are  under  the  infpe6lion  of  the  jefuits  ; 
and  at  length  arrived  at  the  hofpice  of  Ain- 
toura, fituated  two  leagues  from  the  river 
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CHAP.      XIX. 

Defcription  of  the  hofplce  of  A'lntourat  and 
the  mountain  on  which  it  isfituated, — 'The 
author  proceeds  to  felton,  and  vifits  the 
Cheik  or  lord  of  the  country. — Hisjiay  at 
the  hoife  of  this  Cheik,  and  the  vifts  he 
pays  to  fever  al  others. — Defcription  of  the 
village  of  felton. — Police ,  cujloms,  and  re- 
ligious rites  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
*oince  of  ^efrouan. 

1WAS  well  received  by  the  fuperlor,  de- 
livered him  a  letter  from  Damafcus, 
and,  expreffing  an  earneft  defire  to  vifit 
Quefrouan,  he  engaged  to  afford  me  every 
means  in  his  power  of  gratifying  my  wiflies. 
This  religious  houfe  is  fituated  at  a  third 
of  the  whole  height  to  the  top  of  a  moun- 
tain, which,  though  extremely  fteep  and 
difficult  of  afcent,  is  cultivated  and  planted 
to  the  very  fummit  j  the  foil  is  particularly 
dry  and  (lony,  and  yet  the  trees  and  vines 
appear  frefh  and  in  every  refpedt  in  good 

condition. 
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condition.  The  houfes  are  not  collc<5led  in 
the  manner  of  villages,  but  thinly  fcattered 
all  over  the  mountain.  Befides  the  convent 
of  nuns  above  mentioned,  there  is  higher 
on  the  mountain  a  feminary,  in  which  the 
jefuits  educate  a  number  of  young  men  def- 
tined  to  the  fervice  of  the  altar.  The  ftu- 
dents  were  at  this  time  greatly  incumbered 
by  a  princefs,  widow  of  a  certain  emir,  who, 
upon  her  embracing  the  Romilh  religion, 
had  requefted  permiffion  to  relide  for  fome 
time  in  the  feminary. 

By  means  of  the  fuperior  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  a  cheik  or  lord  of  the  coun- 
try, who  lives  at  two  leagues  diftance,  in 
a  village  named  Jelton.  The  greatefl  part 
of  the  Chriftian  cheiks  related  to  the  reig;n- 
ing  family,  which  is  very  numerous,  and 
divided  into  different  branches,  refide  in 
this  village.  On  the  third  day  of  my  vifit 
to  the  Quefrouan  jefuits,  the  fuperior  gave 
me  a  letter  to  this  cheik,  and  I  refumed  my 
journey. 

Having  afcended  to  a  confiderable  height, 
I  paifed  a  finall  wood  of  pines,  and  looked 
down  on  the  vallies  of  Aintoura  on  one 

hand. 
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hand,  and  to  a  vafl  plain  bounded  by  the 
river  of  Dogs,  and  the  amphitheatrical 
mountains  of  the  Antiqucfrouan,  on  the 
other  :  I  faw  the  eftate  of  the  emir  Solyma, 
but  the  village  in  which  he  refides  v/as  co- 
vered from  my  view  by  the  interpofition  of 
a  fmall  hill. 

On  the  confines  of  the  plain  above 
mentioned  are  the  fources  of  the  river  of 
Dogs,  which  is  augmented  by  the  jundion 
of  other  rivers,  in  their  defcent  from  the 
top  of  the  valley.  Thefe  fources  take  their 
rife  in  two  very  deep  caverns  j  the  firff, 
formed  in  the  rock,  is  of  great  capacity,  and 
prefents  to  the  eye  a  multitude  of  beautiful 
cryftallizations  fufpended  from  the  roof:  the 
fecond,  which  is  lower  and  more  difficult 
of  accefs,  befides  many  other  cryflals  with 
which  it  is  adorned,  detaches  one  from  the 
vault  in  the  form  of  a  pillar,  and  about  the 
thicknefs  of  a  man's  body,  to  the  diflance 
of  a  foot  from  the  ground.  The  traveller 
may  obferve,  through  a  hole  in  the  rock, 
the  river  rifmg  from  its  fource,  which  rufh- 
ing  in  a  body  under  thofe  vaft  caverns,  pro- 
duces a  tremendous  noife.     I    afcended   a 

very 
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very  high  mountain,  at  the  bottom  cf 
which  is  the  refidence  of  a  bilhop,  and 
near  its  fummit  the  village  of  Jelton.  Not- 
withftanding  the  foil  continues  dry  and 
flony,  the  mulberry-trees  thrive  in  a  fur- 
prifing  manner.  This  village  makes  a  bet- 
ter appearance  than  thofe  I  had  hitherto 
feen  ;  though  the  houfcs  announce  any  thing 
rather  than  the  m.anfions  of  cheiks,  or  the 
great  nobility  of  the  country :  their  inhabi- 
tants, however,  united  in  intereft  and  affec- 
tion, are  contented  to  maintain  a  very  fru- 
gal but  independent  manner  of  life.  Their 
perfons  fuggeft  the  idea  of  an  opulent  pea- 
fantry,  much  more  than  that  of  a  race  of 
mighty  chiefs ;  but  from  this  extreme  lim- 
plicity  of  manners,  and  inexperience  of  lux- 
ury, refult  that  courage  and  magnanimity  by 
which  thefe  mountaineers  perfevere  in  affert- 
ing  their  freedom  and  almoft  entire  inde- 
pendence of  the  Turkifli  government.  They 
pay  to  the  Porte  a  fmall  annual  tribute  with 
great  pundluality ;  nor  have  they  ever  been 
tempted,  by  the  natural  ftrength  and  ad- 
vantages of  their  fituation,  to  feek  a  com- 
plete exemption  from  the  Ottoman  yoke. 

I  alighted 
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I  alighted  at  the  houfe  of  the  cheik,  to 
whom  I  had  a  letter  from  the  fuperior  of 
Aintoura;   he  was  abroad,  but  I  faw  fome 
of  his  family  amufing  themfelves  under  an 
arbour.     They  invited  me  with  much  civi- 
lity to  join  them  -,  and  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore I  had  a  very  hofpitable  reception  from 
the  cheik  himfelf.     He   recommended  me 
to  the  care  of  his  fon,  charein^  him  not  to 
lofe  fight  of  me,  and  to  fhew  me  whatever 
was  moft  interefting  in   the  country,  and 
beft  calculated  to  gratify  my  curiofity.     He 
obliged  me  to  pafs  thrr.e  days  at  his  houfe, 
after  which  I  went  to  vifit  feveral  others  of 
this  highland  nobility,  in  whofe  houfes  I 
was  regularly  ferved  with  a  collation  fimi- 
lar  to  what  had  been  fet  before  me  in  the 
female  convent,  and  in  the  families  of  fome 
refugee  merchants  at  Aintoura.     I  aiTifted 
at  all    their  aflemWies,  Vv'hich   are   ufually 
held   under    the   ihade  of  trees  ^    and  was 
conducted  in   the  fame  eafy  manner  to  di- 
vine fervice,  and  an  evening  party,  confift- 
ing  of  the  youth  of  both  fexes  from   the 
neighbourhood.       In    this    affembly,   after 
allotting  a  confiderable  portion  of  time  to 

the 
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the  aniufement  of  converfation,  one  of  the 
company  reads  part  of  a  book  on  fome  re- 
ligious fubjedt,  and  the  evening  concludes 
with  the  recital  of  prayers.  I  was  fur- 
prized  to  find  among  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  mountains  fo  much  civility,  and  even 
urbanity  of  manners ;  the  cheik's  fon,  in 
particular,  who  was  my  friend  and  condudior 
in  all  my  excurfions,  dilcovered  a  fvveetnefs 
of  temper  and  difpofition  uncommonly  in- 
terefting. 

This  village  is  fituated  on  a  dry  and  flony 
foil,  and  has  the  advantage  of  no  other  wa- 
ter than  what  is  contained  in  deep  wells 
and  ciflernsi  but  its  impregnable  llrength, 
arifing  from  its  lofty  fituation  on  the  tliird 
gradation  of  this  mountainous  amphitheatre, 
was  no  doubt  the  ^reat  inducement  which 
engaged  the  lords  of  Quefrouan  to  make 
choice  of  it  for  their  ufual  refidence. 

In  the  cheiks  is  vefted  the  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  whole  country,  from  which 
they  derive  a  certain  revenue j  charged, 
however,  with  a  fixed  fum  to  the  emir, 
who,  in  his  turn,  pays  a  fmall  annual  tri- 
bute 
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bute  to  the  Porte.  They  adminifter  juftice 
within  the  bounds  of  their  own  eflates,  and 
aflefs  the  people  in  their  proportion  of  the 
public  burthens.  In  all  other  refpecfls  the 
diftindtlons  of  rank  are  better  underftood  in 
Europe  than  among  the  mountains  of  Quef- 
rouan,  where  every  man  is  at  liberty  to 
know  and  feel  his  own  value  and  confe- 
quence.  The  Catholics  are  alone  regarded 
as  the  true  and  legitimate  inhabitants  of 
the  country  J  and  hence,  on  the  road  to 
Tripoli,  which  pafTes  through  its  lower 
dependencies,  the  Turks  are  fubjeded  to  a 
certain  toll,  fi'om  which  all  Chriftians  are 
exempted. 

The  people  are  never  feen  at  any  diftance 
from  their  villages  without  being  completely 
armed;  and  among  them  no  perfonal  infult 
is  ever  fuffered  to  pafs  with  impunity.  The 
afpedl  of  the  natives  has  an  expreffion  of 
confidence  widely  differing  from  an  air  of 
impudence  or  effrontery,  and  conveying  an 
idea  of  goodnefs  and  affability,  united  to 
great  intrepidity  of  mind.  They  are  prone 
to  compaffion  and  the  offices  of  hofpitality  3 

are 
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are  gay  and  lively  in  their  ordinary  deport- 
ment ;  and  difcover  on  fome  occafions  a  con*, 
fiderable  talent  for  irony. 

The  clergy  in  this  country  are  poor,  and 
labour  with  their  own  hands  to  fupport 
their  families ;  for  though  Catholics,  being 
of  a  ritual  different  from  the  Latin,  a  man 
may  take  orders  fubfequent  to  marriage, 
provided  it  has  been  contracted  with  a  vir- 
gin. Here,  therefore,  a  prieft  feldom  remains 
ion?  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy  :  and  his  condu(5t 
in  this  refpe6t  is  extremely  agreeable  to  the 
tafte  of  his  people.  Divine  fervice  is  cele- 
brated in  the  Syriac  language,  but  the  gof- 
pels  and  breviary  are  read  aloud  in  the  Ara- 
bic, which  is  the  vul2:ar  tongue  in  all  coun- 
tries  bordering  on  Arabia.  As  the  ftudies 
of  the  clergy  are  almoft  entirely  confined 
to  the  fcriptures  and  the  catechifm  of 
the  church,  they  are  very  little  conver- 
fant  in  abftrufe  queftions  of  theology  j  but 
they  are  regular  in  their  lives,  found  in 
their  morals,  and  fmcere  in  what  they  be- 
lieve. Speculative  tenets  might  create  a 
fpirit  of  controverfy,  engender  new  opinions, 
and    have   a  dangerous   tendency   to  fhake 

their 
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their  prefent  implicit  fubmiffion  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  fee  of  Rome. 

Our  miffionaries  are  extremely  ufeful 
here,  and  in  other  parts  of  Syria,  not  only 
by  inftruding  the  true  Catholics,  but  in  con-^ 
verting  fuch  to  the  Latin  ritual  as  have  been 
enfnared  into  the  erroneous  opinions  of 
fchifm  or  herefy.  The  Catholic  faith  has 
made  confiderable  progrefs  at  Damafcus,  as 
well  as  in  the  parts  S.  W.  from  the  moun-v 
tains,  where  the  Syrians,  Greeks,  and  Ar- 
minians,  ufed  to  be  few,  compared  with  the 
fchifmatics  and  heretics  of  different  denomi- 
nations. The  religion  of  Rome  has  alfo, 
by  the  fame  means,  penetrated  into  Egypt, 
where  I  am  informed  a  number  of  Cophti 
have  fubmitted  to  the  dodrines  and  autho- 
rity of  the  church.  Some  of  them,  how- 
ever, in  deference  to  the  manners  and  cuf- 
toms  of  their  country,  admit  of  circumci- 
fion  in  both  fexes,  a  pradlice  in  dire(fl  op- 
pofition  to  a  decree  exprefsly  palTed  againfl 
it  in  the  court  of  Rome. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  pious  induftry 
of  thefe  men  may  flill  extend  the  fphere  of 
its  operation,   particularly  on    the   fide  of 

Abyffinia, 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  177 

Abyfllnia,  where,  confidering  the  frequency^ 
limplicity,  and  honefty  of  Chriftlan  here- 
tics, there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  truly  apoftolic  miflionary  might  reap 
a  confiderable  harveft.  I  had  occafion 
to  obferve  the  unwearied  pains  taken  by 
this  defcription  of  men,  in  Turkey,  Perfia, 
and  the  nations  of  India,  all  abounding  in 
Chriftians  ill  inftrucfted,  and  without  the 
means  of  better  information — how  iincerely 
is  it  to  be  regretted  that  their  number  is 
fo  very  fmall  !  Confidering  the  many 
difcouragements  the  miflionary  meets  with 
in  the  Eaft,  from  regulations  of  national 
police,  one  cannot  fufficiently  admire  his 
fucccfs  in  the  kingdoms  of  Pegu,  Siam, 
Cambodia,  Cochinchina,  and  China.  A 
few  natives  of  China,  who  were  educated 
fome  time  fince  in  an  Italian  feminary,  have 
rendered  eminent  fcrvices  to  their  coun- 
trymen in  matters  of  religion. 

The  anfwer  made  by  the  king  of  Spain, 
to  one  who  urged  the  impolicy  of  re- 
taining poflefTion  of  the  Philippine  ides, 
from  the  heavy  expence  with  which  they 
burthened  the  public,  deferves  to  be  re- 

VoL,  IL  N  corded: 
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corded  :  He  defired,  he  faid,  no  other  pro- 
duce from  thefe  illands  than  the  fruits  of 
his  million ;  and  he  would  be  fatisfied  if, 
among  the  millions  of  Chriftian  profelytes, 
added  to  the  church  fince  their  firlt  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  there  were 
one  poor  Indian,  whofe  name  ilionld  be 
found  at  laft  written  in  the  book  of  life. 
It  may  be  juflly  faid  of  Spain,  that  fhe  has 
made  more  Chriftians  in  Afia  and  America 
than  flie  has  fubjedls  in  the  whole  extent 
of  her  European  dominions. — But  I  return 
to  Q^iefrouan. 

The  impregnable  fituaticn  of  this  coun- 
try having  naturally  pointed  it  out  as  an 
afylum  for  all  the  profelTors  of  Chriflia- 
nity  in  Aliatic  Turkey,  it  has  become  the 
refidence  of  many  bifhops,  and  the  feat  of 
a  confiderable  number  of  convents  for  both 
fexes.  Among  the  former  are  the  patriarch 
of  the  Greek  church  ;  the  patriarch  of  An- 
tioch,  who  prcfides  over  the  fed:  of  the 
Maronites  ;  and  the  patriarch  of  Armenia, 
who  fuperintends  feveral  convents  under 
the  rules  of  his  own  ritual.  The  people 
m  general  are  fond  of  religion;  and  though 

vice 
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vice  and  immorality  find  their  way  into 
all  countries,  they  are,  however,  much 
lefs  prevalent  in  the  mountains  than  in 
the  plain.  The  women  do  not  live  under 
the  fame  rigorous  diicipline,  nor  are  they 
fecluded  from  public  view  nearly  in  the 
fame  degree  as  in  the  towns  ^  but  if  an 
unmarried  woman  has  the  misfortune  to 
become  pregnant,  fhe "Expiates  with  her 
life,  and  by  the  hands  of  her  own  rela- 
tions, the  folly  and  weaknefs  of  her  con- 
dud:.  A  mother  who  has  given  her 
daughter  in  marriage,  would  confider  her- 
felf  and  family  greatly  difhonoured,  if  after 
confummation  her  fon-in-law  fhould  not 
produce  proofs  of  the  virtue  of  his  bride. 
A  like  cuftom  prevails  among  the  natives 
of  Mexico. 


N  2  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     XX. 

'^he  Author  quits  Jeltoii,  and  makes  excur- 
fions  ajnong  the  high  mountains. — He  ar- 
rives  at   the  village   of    Mafra,   and  is 
hofpitably   received  by  a    priejl, —  Rural 
?node  of  life  of  the  inhabitants, 

I  LEFT  Jelton  on  the  third  day  after 
my  arrival  j  and,  conceiving  that  the 
moft  elevated  ridges,  being  little  frequented 
by  ftrangers,  muft  prefent  the  manners  of  the 
people  in  their  true  and  genuine  colours, 
I  took  the  route  towards  Mafra,  a  village 
fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  higheft  moun- 
tain in  the  province  of  Quefrouan,  and 
where  the  natives  feed  their  flocks  in  the 
fummer  feafon.  After  an  hour's  walk  I 
afcended  to  a  convent  amidfl  difmal  and 
arid  rocks,  whence,  however,  iflues  a  plen- 
tiful fpring  of  water,  which  diffufes  moif- 
ture  and  a  charming  verdure  over  all  the 
foil  ia  their  vicinity.     The  vivid  green  of 

ihefe 
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thefe  earthy  patches,  and  the  brown  parch- 
ed furface  of  the  rocks,  which  briftle  like 
needles  in  the  air  all  around,  form  a  ftriking 
contrafl  to  the  eye.  In  the  monaftery, 
however,  iituated  in  the  centre  of  this 
horrid  fcene,  a  right  reverend  prelate  has 
chofen  to  take  up  his  abode. 

I  afcended  confiderably  higher,  and,  ar- 
riving at  the  village  of  Claaty  where  the 
foil  is  fertile,  lefs  flony,  and  covered  with 
trees  in  a  frefli  and  thriving  ftate,  I  refted 
fome  time,  in  company  with  a  cheik  of 
humane  and  obliging  manners.  Having 
refumed  my  journey,  after  v/alking  half 
an  hour  I  came  to  the  confines  of  a  valley^ 
where  I  looked  down  a  precipice  to  a  nar- 
row glen,  fcarcely  affording  room  for  a  large 
torrent,  which  rolled  its  waters  with  great 
noife  and  impetuofity  over  immenfe  frag- 
ments of  rocks.  I  defcended,  and  having 
crofTed  the  torrent  at  a  bridge  clofe  to  a 
water-mill,  I  began  to  climb  a  mountain 
on  the  oppofite  fide,  which  I  found  par^ 
ticularly  difficult.  I  was  a  good  deal 
fatigued  before  I  reached  the  top ;  but 
my  perfevcrance   at    length    brought   me 
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to  the  profpedl  of  a  beautiful  country,  plant- 
ed with  the  fineft  mulberry-trees  I  had  yet 
feen.  Springs  in  abundance  diftil  from  the 
heights  upon  a  fertile  foil,  without  a  ftone, 
and  prefenting  over  the  wide  extent  of 
this  natural  amphitheatre  a  neat  and  level 
furface.  Beneath  the  mulberry-trees  the 
ground  produces  roots  and  vegetables  of 
different  kinds.  I  at  laft  arrived  at  the 
village  of  Mafra,  iituated  on  the  declivity 
of  a  high  hill,  which  appeared  every  where 
ftudded  with  houfes,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
leagues  and  a  half  from  Jelton.  I  was 
much  pleafed  with  the  beauty  of  the 
fcene,  and  little  repined  at  the  toil  I  had 
experienced  in  climbing  up  to  my  prefent 
elevated  fituation. 

The  cheik  at  Jelton  having  given  me  a 
letter  to  the  minifter  of  the  parifli,  I 
alighted  at  his  door.  He  was  not  at  home, 
but  I  was  admitted  to  his  wife  and  feveral 
of  his  cliildren.  The  good  woman  received 
me  in  the  befl  manner,  and  pre  lied  me  to 
wait  her  hufband's  return,  and  to  repofe 
myfelf  after  my  fatigue.  I  obferved,  with 
the  moil  pleafant  emotions,    the  wife  of  the 

fimple 
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fimple  paftor  of  Mafra,  who  was  at   this 
moment   working  in  his  field,   and  who   I 
had   no  doubt  would  enter  his  porch  in  an 
equally  ruflic  appearance   with  that  of  his 
fpoufe.      She  was  a   fine  woman,   in   the 
bloom  of  youth,  confiderably  advanced  in 
pregnancy,   and  with   a   complexion  deep- 
ly bronzed    by    the    fun.      In    the    midft 
of  three  children,  whom  flie  endeavoured 
to  quiet  by  turns,  flie  condu6ted  the  detail 
of  her  little  family  affairs.     How  much  I 
admired  this   precious  and  fimple  manner 
of  living  !   In  a  kind  of  open  gallery,  which 
ferved  for  a  parlour,  flie  fpread  a  little  bed 
on  the  ground,  in  order  to  lay  her  infant 
to  lleep  ;  cafting  her  eye  occafionally  to  a 
itove,    where    fhe    boiled    fome    flices    of 
^ourd   in  a  kettle.     She  dreiled   fome  e^-o-s 
and   milk   in   feparate  dillies,  with   crape- 
cakes,  for  my   fupper.     At  one   time   flie 
feemed  to  afilire  me  by  her   looks  of  all 
the   inclination  in   the  world  to   entertain 
me  well ;  at  another  flie   could   not   con- 
ceal her  impatience  for  her  hufhand.    Mean- 
while the  good  man  arrived  from  his  farm ; 
and    his    attentions    to    his    guefl    feem.ed 

N4  to 
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to  vie  with  the  kind  civiUties  he  had 
jufl  received  from  his  wife.  In  compli- 
ance, however,  with  the  reftraints  which 
Oriental  manners  impofe  on  the  beha- 
viour of  women,  fhe  foon  withdrew,  and 
gave  up  all  her  attention  to  the  concerns 
of  her  family.  At  the  hour  for  evening 
*vefpers,  the  people  affembled  in  the  open 
air,  where  prayers  were  recited  as  much 
in  the  fpirit  of  true  piety,  and  confequently 
in  a  manner  equally  acceptable  in  the  eye 
of  the  Deity,  as  if  we  had  been  feated 
under  the  gilded  ceiling  of  the  mofh  fump- 
tuous  temple.  His  flock  feemed  defirous 
of  my  company,  and  were  at  pains  to  dif- 
cover  by  what  means  they  might  amufe 
me  moft  agreeably. 

The  evening  brought  home  a  number 
of  domeftic  animals  in  flocks,  which  con- 
ftituted  the  whole  wealth  of  this  honeft 
ecclefiafl:ic.  Aflifted  by  his  wife  he  fed 
them  by  hand,  and  received  their  carelTes, 
the  only  return  they  could  make  for  the 
care  and  kindnefs  of  their  mafl:er  -,  a 
iituation,  however,  extremely  interefling, 
and  Vv'hich  tends   to  illuftrate  thofe  geptU 

and 
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and  innocent  manners  fo  prevalent  among 
the  Afiatics. 

At  my  own  dejire,  my  bed  was  laid  in 
a  raifed  corner  under  the  porch,  and  my 
hoft  repofed  clofe  by  me  and  my  conductor; 
for,  according  to  the  manners  of  the  moun- 
taineers, the  mailer  of  a  family  is  ^himfelf 
the  keeper  and  guardian  of  his  guefts  j 
a  rule  of  hofpitality  which  was  religioufly 
obferved  refpecfling  me  by  the  cheik's  fon 
at  Jelton.  Befides,  as  the  cuftoms  of  the 
Eaft  do  not  permit  ftrangers  to  deep  under 
the  fame  roof  with  the  women,  vifitors 
are  always  lodged  under  the  porch,  or  in 
the  apartments  named  Manfoul,  which 
have  no  communication  whatever  with  the 
principal  part  of  the  houfe.  I  flept  ex- 
tremely well ;  but,  owing  to  the  cold  and 
keen  air  of  thefe  lofty  rnountains,  which 
are  a  continuation  of  the  famous  Mount 
Lebanon,  I  caught  a  (light  rheumatifm, 
which,  however,  the  genial  warmth  of  the 
next  day  entirely  removed. 

As  foon  as  it  was  day,  I  attended  my 
hofl  to  the  celebration  of  mafs;  after 
which,  notvvithftanding   the   moft  prefluig 
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invitation  to  prolong  my  vifit,  I  refumed 
my  journey,  and  proceeded  towards  what 
js  efteemed  the  higheft  mountain  in  the 
country.  On  account  of  the  climate  there 
is  no  human  habitation  higher  than  the 
village  of  Mafra,  which  is  itfclf  cover- 
ed with  fnow  during  fix  months  of  the 
year. 

V/e   pafied  the  /kirts  of  fome  mulber- 
ry plantations  belonging   to  Mafra,  where 
the  foil  continues   of  equal   fertility,   and 
well   watered,    with    few    flones.       Upon 
afcending,  however,  a  mountain  of  mode- 
rate height,  the  mulberry-trees  entirely  dif- 
appear,  a  circumflance  probably  owing  to 
the  foil's    being    feverely   chilled    by    the 
continuance  of  the  fnow.     I  now  came  to 
land  in  a  flate  of  nature,  grazed  by  cattle 
of  various  kinds,  which,  a  little  farther  on, 
the   natives    are   ufed   to   fold  during   the 
night.     I  obferved  fheep-folds,  for  the  firfl 
time,  on   the   top  of  a  little   hill,    whofe 
fides   were   fown    with    different  kinds  of 
grain.     The   (hepherds  were  employed  in 
making  cheefe   of  the  milk   they  obtained 
in  the  morning ;    and  here    I  ftopped^  to 

breakfaft. 
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breakfall,   in  company  with  leveral  inha- 
bitants of  Mafra, 


CHAP.      XXI. 


Arrival  at  a  fertile  plain,  on  which  federal 
ancient  ruins  are  difcovered. — Dejcription 
of  a  temple  of  great  antiquity ,  and  other 
inter efing  monuments. — T^he  Author  reaches 
the  villages  of  Befommar  and  Agoiijla, 
where  he  is  kindly  received  by  the  cede- 
fajiics. 

I  WAS  now  condu6led  a  little  higher  to 
a  rich  and  fertile  plain,  a  Ihort  league 
in  length,  and  only  a  quarter  in  breadth, 
which  v/as  fown  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  hill  I  have  mentioned,  and  prefented 
a  mofl  pleafing  verdure  to  the  eye.  This 
extenfive  field  is  bounded  towards  the  fouth 
by  the  great  mountain,  whofe  perpendicu- 
lar rocks  are  loft  in  the  clouds;  towards 
the  eaft  and  north  by  a  fmall  hill ;  while 

towards 
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towards  the  weft  the  eye  flits  over  fucceflive 
chains  of  mountains  to  a  great  diftance. 
I  furveyed  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  tower, 
in  form  nearly  fquare,  and  built  of  huge 
ftones,  fome  of  which,  having  their  extre- 
mities fixed  in  oppofite  walls,  were  of 
length  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of 
beams,  while  others  were  employed  as 
lintils  to  the  gates  inftead  of  arches.  Over 
the  firfl  gate  was  an  infcription  in  Greek 
charadters,  which  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  tranfcribe ;  but,  in  an  angle  of  the  build- 
ing, on  the  outfide,  I  found  another,  of 
which  I  obtained  a  perfed:  copy,  and  which 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  tranflate :  it  marks 
the  period  at  which  the  tower  was  ere(5led, 
and  not  the  age  of  the  temple  I  am  about  to 
fpeak  of,  which  is  probably  much  more  an- 
cient, the  mention  of  which  it  alfo  makes. 

TE  NTEniTGAM  PAB  BOMOT   EHMEAH- 

TOT     EKT^NTOT     MEnSTOT     0EOT 

coKOAO  IV1H0H. 
(doubtful) 

**  In 
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*'  In  the  three  hundred  and   fifty-fifth 
"  year,   Tholmus    prefiding   for   the    fixth 
"  time  over  the  Temple  of  the  Moft  High 
"  God,  this  Building  was  eredted."— The 
period  alluded  to  by  this  infcription  is  the 
aera  of  the  Seleucides,  that  is,  three  hun- 
dred and  twelve  years  before  the  birth  of 
Jefus  Chrift.     Thefe  ruins  extend  from  the 
tower  we  ft  ward  on  the  ample  field  already 
defcribed,  and  condud;  the  traveller  to  others 
of  greater   magnitude.      The   firft    objedl 
here  that  fixed  my  attention  was  a  ftone, 
which  by  its  fize  and  Ihape  feemed  to  have 
been    employed  as    the   bafe   of  an   altar. 
Befide  it  lay  another,  in  the  centre  of  whofc 
plane  appeared  a  raifed  quadrangular  fpace, 
furrounded  by  a  groove;   this  ftone,  with 
equal    probabihty,     might    have   ferved   as 
the  table  of  an  altar.     I  next  obferved  the 
remains  of  a  very  wide  gate,  which  exter- 
nally had  two  galleries  fronting  each  other. 
At  the  end  of  each  gallery  was  a  large  open 
hall,  adorned  with  pillars,  whofe  capitals, 
ornamented  with  flowers  and  foliage  in  ex- 
cellent fculpture,  were  ftrong  indications  of 
the  great  extent  and  magnificence  of  this 

very 
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very  ancient  building.  Within  the  gate, 
and  in  the  middle  of  a  large  area,  my  con- 
ductor fhewed  me  a  well  of  extraordinary 
depth.  At  the  oppofite  end  of  the  temple 
was  a  gallery,  which  occupied  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  building,  and  was  fupported 
by  a  row  of  mafly  pillars,  fimilar  to  thofe 
already  mentioned.  Beyond  this  gallery- 
were  the  ruins  of  a  wall,  and  an  area  of  a 
very  large  room,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
lay  other  ruins,  but  I  was  unable  to  difco- 
ver  what  was  under  them,  or  whether 
they  did  not  fcparate  us  from  another 
hall. 

This  very  ancient  and  venerable  temple 
is  now  almoft  in  ruins  ;  the  pillars,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  the  walls,  lie  fcattered 
in  large  fragments  on  the  ground.  Its  fcite 
is  amidH  high  perpendicular  rocks,  which 
in  fome  places  ferved  it  for  ramparts.  Ac- 
cording to  the  natives  it  v/as  a  temple, 
confecrated  to  the  mother  of  the  gods,  un- 
der the  reign  of  one  of  the  Ptolemies,  but 
which,  they  cannot  pretend  to  fay;  a  tra- 
dition, however,  which  has  probably  been 
perverted  in  the  circuniftance  in  which  it 

differs 
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differs  from  the  interpretation  given  of  the 
infcription  by  the  learned  academy,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  only  variety  between  them 
confiils  in  the  word  mother  inftead  of  y^z- 
ther^  and  thefe  in  the  Arabic  may  be  very 
eafily  confounded.  The  diftrid:  in  which 
thef^  ruins  are  to  be  found  is  called,  in  the 
dialed:  of  the  country,  Elfogra.  It  was  in 
this  quarter  of  Lebanon,  if  we  may  give 
credit  to  the  tradition  of  the  natives,  where 
thofeftately  cedars  grew,  which  were  convey- 
ed to  Jerufalem,  and  ufed  in  the  conftrudion 
of  Solomon's  temple.  However  this  may 
be,  this  augufl  edifice,  having  the  fame  ad- 
vantages of  profped;  with  the  adjacent  plain, 
was  ereded  in  a  moil  delightful  fituation. 

From  the  ruins  I  accompanied  my  con- 
dudor  to  a  rich  fpring  of  fine  limpid  wa- 
ter, on  the  brink  of  which  we  fat  down  to 
dinner.  Such  is  the  very  cold  temperature 
of  this  water,  that  I  was  unable  to  hold  my 
hand  in  it  for  any  length  of  time.  Se- 
veral of  the  villagers  of  Mafra  having  fa- 
voured me  with  their  company  on  this  ex- 
pedition, our  provifions  were  a  joint  ilock, 
and  after  making  an  agreeable  rcpafc  we 
§  continued 
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continued  our  progress  to  the  right  of  the 
great  mountain.  The  rocks  contained 
Greek  infcriptions  -,  but  as  thefe  confided 
only  of  two  or  three  letters,  I  did  not  take 
the  trouble  to  tranfcribe  them. 

Afcending  eaftvvard,  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion, we  came  to  other  ruins,  fome  of  whofe 
ilones  feemed  perforated  for  the  infertion  of 
pipes,  which  might  in  former  times  have 
ferved  for  a  fountain  or  jet-d'eau.  Thefe, 
therefore,  were  probably  the  ruins  of  a 
building,  which  had  been  erecfled  as  a  vt/ia 
to  the  temple,  in  the  bottom  of  the  plain. 

Having  reached  the  fummit  of  the  hill, 
we  found  ourfelves  on  the  Afs's  Back,  which 
ilopes  on  one  fide  into  the  plain,  and  on  the 
other  into  a  vale  of  great  depth.  Along 
this  ridge  runs  a  canal,  which  ferves  to  con- 
dud  to  Mafra  the  water  I  faw  there  in  fuch 
plenty.  I  traced  the  canal  for  a  quarter  of 
a  league,  and  came  to  a  very  fleep  moun- 
tain, where  we  found  the  copious  fource, 
whofe  bottom  we  could  not  perceive  :  from 
this  refervoir  two  canals,  each  of  which 
might  contain  three  cubic  feet,  receive  their 
ample  fupplies ;  but  fuch  is  the  intenfe  cold 
2  of 
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of  this  water,  that  in  drinking  it  one  is  in 
danger  of  lofing  one's  teeth  ;  and  I  was  ap- 
prehenfive  it  might  affecft  my  bowels.  I 
have  been  lince  told,  what  feems  extremely 
probable,  that  thefe  fprings  are  fed  by  the 
fnows  of  more  northern  mountains,  which 
are  melted  by  the  fun,  and  afterwards  fil- 
trated through  the  rocks. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  two  leagues 
from  Mafra,  the  higher  grounds  being 
wholly  uninhabited,  I  parted  with  my 
companions,  who  chofe  to  return  to  the 
village^  and  took  a  little  refrefhment  and 
repofe.  They  went  back  to  Mafra ;  but 
though  I  meant  to  return  to  the  fame 
place,  I  chofe  to  follow  a  different  route, 
by  the  other  branch  of  the  canal,  which 
flows  from  the  above-mentioned  fource. 

My  road  foon  led  me  to  a  natural  arch, 
about  forty  paces  broad,  and  four-fcore  in 
length,  than  which  I  never  faw  a  more 
majeftic  fpecimen  of  nature's  workman- 
ship, or  more  nearly  approaching  in  many 
refpeds  to  the  execution  of  art.  The 
water,  pouring  from  the  heights  during  the 

Vol.  II.  O  melting 
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melting  of  the  {now,  gradually  unites  in  a 
great  torrent,  which,  precipitating  itfelf, 
forms  a  cafcade  about  forty  feet  high,  pur- 
fues  its  courfe  with  increafed  rapidity 
amongft  rifted  rocks,  and  at  length  pafTes 
under  this  arch,  fifty  paces  perhaps  below 
the  fall.  The  vault  of  the  arch,  though 
on  a  level  with  the  road,  is  at  leaft  one  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  bed  of  the  torrent, 
which  here  begins  to  enter  the  mouth  of  a 
little  valley.  The  oppofite  banks  ferve  as 
abutments  to  the  extremities  of  the  arch, 
which  has  all  the  neatnefs  of  effedt  that 
could  have  been  expe(5Ved  from  the  fkill  and 
dexterity  of  an  architect.  It  is  difficult  to 
fay  by  what  means  nature,  after  having  pe- 
netrated the  folid  mafs  of  ftecp  rocks,  con- 
trived to  fmooth  and  polifli  it  into  the  form 
of  a  fine  arch,  with  all  the  regularity  and 
precifion  of  the  chizzel.  Probably  the  vio- 
lence of  the  current  firft  made  an  impreflion 
on  the  lefs  compad:  parts  at  its  bafe,  where 
having  at  length  pierced  and  undermined 
the  huge  block,  it  afterwards  gradually 
filed  it  away  in  this  uniform  manner,  from 

I  an 
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an  equal  degree  of  refiflance  being  every- 
where oppofed  to  the  force  of  the  tor- 
rent. 

Pairing  this  curious  arch,  and  making  a 
fweep  round  the   fide  of  the  mountain,   I 
entered  fome  pleafant  and  fertile  fields.     In 
a  recefs  of  the  mountain  I  faw  the  fources 
of  the  river  la  Croix,  which  I  had  pafi'ed  in 
my  way  to  Mafra.     Keeping  ftill  on  the 
fkirts    of  the    mountain,    I    palled    various 
beautiful  cafcades,  and  came  to  a  large  valley 
well  watered,  and  producing  a  kind  of  fmall 
grain.     La  Croix,  befides  fupplying  a  canal 
cut    along    the   declivity  of    the    oppofite 
mountain,  furnifiies  water  to  two  others  of 
a  larger  fize.     Crofling  this   valley  I  af- 
cended  a  high  earthy  hill,  where  the  foil 
became  more  landy,  and  lefs  fertile,  than  in 
the  preceding  parts  of  my  excurfion.  Turn- 
ing off  to  the  right,  I  arrived  at  a  handfome 
village,  whence  we  had  a  view  of  Mafra, 
fituated  on  a  neighbouring  eminence.    This 
hamlet  is  in  the  vicinity  of  a  place  named 
Haragges,  and  furrounded  with   fine  mul- 
berry-trees excellently  fupplied  with  water. 
I  paficd  fome  poor  ftony  ground,  little  fuf- 

O  2  ceptible 
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ceptible  of  cultivation ;  and  left  on  my 
right  a  number  of  fmall  vallies,  appa- 
rently of  great  fertility.  I  now  arrived  on 
the  borders  of  a  little  plain,  on  which  ftand 
a  church  and  convent  containing  only  one 
monk  and  a  friar,  detached  in  the  manner 
of  a  little  colony  from  a  more  populous 
monaftery  :  here  we  p:\(K;d  the  night,  and 
had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  our  entertain- 
ment. Next  day  after  mafs,  having  break- 
fafted,  for  in  this  country  it  is  againft  every 
rule  of  hofpitality  to  fuffer  a  ftranger  to 
depart  without  eating,  we  refumed  our 
journey,  and  palTed  over  a  miferable  foil, 
covered  fometimes  with  fand,  and  fome- 
times  with  large  ftones,  fimilar  to  what  we 
had  fccn  the  preceding  evening.  The 
produce  of  this  diftridt  was  chiefly  pines, 
and  herds  of  goats.  At  nine  o'clock  we 
faw  a  handfome  church,  at  a  village  called 
Befommar,  which  is  the  refidence  of  the 
Armenian  patriarch.  After  paying  refpeds 
to  his  eminence,  I  took  fome  refreshment, 
and  continued  my  journey.  I  defcended 
lower  on  the  mountain,  and  then  turned 
to  the  right,  entering  upon  a  ftrong  foil, 

in 
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in   all   refped:s   like   that  of  Aintoura  and 
Jelton.       Defcending   to    a    fecond    ridge, 
which  commands   a    profped:  of  the   fea, 
I   faw  the  village  of  Agoufta  below,  and 
on    our   right    at    fome    diftance    that   of 
Gazar.     In  the  iirft,  befides  feveral  cheiks, 
refides  the  venerable  patriarch  of  the  fecft 
of  the    Maronites   of  Antioch,    at    whofe 
manfion   I   ftopped,  and  was  received  with 
much  politenefs  and  afFecflicn.     I  had  the 
honour  to  dine  with  this  good  man,  who 
in   the    courfe   of   our  converfation    fpoke 
Latin  and    Italian    with   great    corred:nefs 
and    fluency.      One   of    his    grand    vicars 
favoured  me  with  his  conftant  rttendance; 
and  about  four  o'clock,  when  the  pal-riarch 
awaked   from    his   nap,    I   took    an    affec- 
tionate leave.     We  walked  round  the  vil- 
lage, which   is  moil:  agreeably  fituated  on 
the  declivity  of  a  very  high  mountain,  cul- 
tivated in  the  form  of  a  wild  amphitheatre, 
and  interfperfed  with  gardens  and  mulberry 
plantations.     The  houfes  are   feattered  all 
over  an  area  in  the  form  of  a  horfe-fhoe, 
with  its  opening  towards  the  fea,  for  fuch 

O  3  is 
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is  the  appearance  of  the  mountain,  and 
extend  down  to  the  bottom,  where  the 
ground  rifes  into  another  ridge,  which  is 
well  watered,  and  ftill  very  high  above 
the  plain.  The  whole  of  this  mountain  is 
well  cultivated  ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
village,  oppofite  to  the  houfe  of  a  cheik, 
is  a  copious  fpring  of  excellent  water.  The 
fituation  of  the  village  is  extremely  beauti- 
ful ;  but  fometimes  about  noon,  clouds, 
attra<^ted  by  the  lofty  tops  of  the  mountains, 
produce  an  obfcurity,  and  a  thick  mi  ft, 
which  I  apprehend  to  be  infidubrlous. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.      XXII. 

T/je  Author  concludes  his  romantic  excurfion, 
and  returns  to  Baruth, — He  repairs  from 
thence  to  Sldon,  ivlth  a  view  to  obtain  a 
pajfage  to  France,  but  is  difappolnted. — 
He  makes  a  conjiderable  Jiay  at  Sldon,  at 
the  houfe  of  the  French  confuL — T^he  anti- 
quities in  Sidon  and  Its  environs  defer Ibed.—' 
Habits  and  fentlments  of  the  natives  of  the 
mountains, 

QUITTING  this  village,  I  crofTed 
the  mountain,  paiTed  a  ftony  barren 
region,  and  came  in  view  of  the  hofpice 
of  Arifla,  which  belongs  to  the  fathers 
of  the  Holy  Land,  or  the  Recolled:s  of 
St.  Francis.  After  an  hour's  walk  from 
Agoufla,  I  arrived  at  this  religious  man- 
fion.  The  hofpice  or  convent  is  fituated 
on  the  fummit  of  a  mountain,  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  fea,  of  which  it  com- 
mands an  extenfive  profped  -,  but  Handing 
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upon  a  poor  foil,  and  having  no  water, 
except  what  is  preferved"  in  cifterns,  it  is 
upon  the  whole  a  barren  and  dreary  re- 
treat. I  departed  next  day  early,  and  after 
defcending  towards  the  inland  country,  and 
travelling  in  the  fkirts  of  the  n^ountains, 
which  are  extremely  painful  and  difficult,  I 
at  length  reached  a  narrow  dale  watered  by 
a  beautiful  rivulet.  I  afcended  on  the 
other  fide,  and  Ikirted  the  mountains,  and 
foon  came  in  fight  of  Aintoura,  fit  jat' d 
on  an  adjacent  hill.  The  intervening 
ground  is  very  uneven,  but  not  fo  wild 
and  rugged  as  the  high  mountain  I  had 
juft  traverfed.  I  arrived  at  Aintoura  on 
the  fixth  day;  and  having,  after  dinner, 
thanked  the  fupcrior  for  all  his  kind  of- 
fices, I  began  to  defcend  towards  the 
plain. 

I  reached  Baruth  in  the  evening,  after 
an  abfence  of  ten  days,  which  had  been 
fpent  in  exploring  the  mountains  of  Quef- 
rouan.  The  prior  of  the  Capuchin  con- 
vent received  me  with  his  ufual  civility ; 
from  him  I  learned  that  a  king's  chebec 
had   arrived   from    France    on    a    cruize 

oiF 
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off  the  coad  of  Syria.  Having  obtained 
further  information  that  this  veflel,  then 
at  the  illx^id  of  Cyprus,  was  expedted  in 
a  few  days  to  enter  the  port  of  Sidon ; 
and  as  that  city  was  only  diftant  eight 
leagues,  I  propofed  inftantly  to  fet  out, 
in  hopes  of  meeting  fome  old  com- 
panions, with  whom  I  had  ferved  at 
Toulon.  Accordingly,  on  the  25th  of 
Auguft,  I  proceeded  to  Sidon,  and  waited 
upon  the  French  conful,  who  fliewed  me 
much  kindnefs,  and  offered  to  accommo- 
date me  with  quarters  in  his  houfe.  He 
confirmed  the  prior's  information  refpe(5ting 
the  arrival  of  a  French  chebec  j  but  I 
learned  fome  days  after,  that  Hie  had  quit- 
ted Cyprus,  and  had  failed  for  Candia, 
in  order  to  join  other  fhips  of  the  fame 
fquadron.  Difappointed  in  my  views,  I 
refolved  to  proceed  dyredtly  to  Acre,  per- 
fuaded  that  the  frequent  arrivals  there 
from  the  port  of  Marfeilles  muff  ren- 
der my  paffage  to  France  much  lefs  preca- 
rious. 

My  fame  as  a  traveller  feemed  to  have 
inade    fome   impreffion   on    the    mind    of 

the 


202       TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

the  conful,  for  he  made  many  enquiries 
concerning  my  late  expedition,  and  preffed 
me  to  fpend  a  little  time  longer  in  his 
family  i  urging,  as  reafons  for  my  compli- 
ance, the  extreme  fatigue  I  had  fuffered  in 
the  defert,  and  the  deranged  ilate  of  my 
health.  He  obferved  that  the  remains  of 
an  eruption  on  my  fkin,  which  had  made 
its  appearance  in  the  country  of  the  Ma- 
rattas,  proved  that  my  blood  was  greatly 
heated;  and  as  I  was  defirous  to  fludy  the 
chara'fter  of  the  mountaineers,  I  ought  to 
confider  them  more  extenfively,  and  avoid 
forming  a  hafty  opinion  from  a  curfory 
view,^  or  rather  from  the  appearance  of  a 
few  individuals.  Although  a  long  feclulion 
from  the  company  of  women  had  produced 
in  me  a  ruiHcity  of  manners  as  well  as 
appearance,  his  wife  feemcd  to  be  of  the 
fame  mind  with  her  huiband,  and  united 
in  entreaties  that  I  would  remain  their 
gueil:  for  fome  time  longer.  The  refo- 
lution  I  had  taken,  to  fail  dired:ly  for 
France,  began  to  be  Ihaken.  The  weak 
ilate  of  my  health,  an  eruption  on  my 
ikin,   and  above  all,    the  additional  plea- 

fure 
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fure  I  had  in  profped:  among  thefe  moun- 
tains, feemed  on  this  occafion  to  fufpend 
the  ordinary  vigour  of  my  mind ;  and  ;he 
frelh  knowledge,  lb  agreeable  to  my  tafle, 
which  I  hoped  to  acquire  in  my  intercourfe 
with  the  neighbouring  Arabs,  apologized 
for  what,  however,  I  could  not  help  tacitly 
regarding  as  arifmg  from  a  facility  of  tem- 
per. About  a  month  after  my  arrival  I 
was  feized  with  a  regular  fever;  but  the 
ufe  of  emetics,  and  the  great  care  and  at- 
tention of  the  conful  and  his  family,  gra- 
dually reftored  me  to  health. 

In  the  environs  of  Sidon  the  eye  is 
delighted  with  the  delicious  verdure  of 
many  fine  profpecls.  The  rich  gardens 
and  orchards,  which  are  excellently  wa- 
tered, diffufe  over  the  flice  of  the  country 
the  appearance  of  one  continued  foreft, 
confifting  of  various  fruit-trees,  together 
with  the  vine,  which  is  permitted  to  grow 
here  in  all  its  luxuriance. 

In  the  mountains  of  the  neighbourhood 
are  many  caverns  excavated  in  the  rocks, 
with  ten  or  twelve  cells  in  each,  according 
to  their  fizc.    Thefe,  according  to  tradition, 

are 
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are  the  tombs  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
Sidon  ;  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe 
they  were  places  of  retreat  for  the  na- 
tives of  the  mountains.  A  caflle  is  fhewn 
built  by  St.  Louis ;— fome  pillars  of  marble 
and  floors  of  jafper  in  Mofaic,  are  the 
principal  remains  of  antiquity  that  now 
exift  of  this  once  beautiful  and  flourifliing 
city. 

On  the  ifland  of  Java  are  feveral  mofques, 
fcarce  meriting  the  attention  of  the  curious; 
but  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town  I  obtained 
accefs  to  a  very  confiderable  one.  This 
building  is  of  a  quadrangular  form,  and  is 
creded,  like  all  other  mofques,  according 
to  the  direction  of  its  fcite  relatively  to 
Mecca.  The  iirfl:  objecft  I  remarked  was  a 
rail  at  the  bottom  of  the  mofqus,  within 
which  was  a  model  of  Abraham's  houfe  at 
Mahomet's  grave.  Rows  of  lamps,  orna- 
mented with  oftrich's  eggs,  appeared  fuf- 
pended  from  the  ceiling,  at  the  diflance  of 
feven  or  eight  feet  from  the  ground.  The 
floor  was  covered  with  a  clean  handfome  mat 
for  the  proflrations  of  believers ;  a  religious 
ceremony  which   they  conflantly  perform 

with 
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with  the  face  towards  Mecca.  This  mode 
of  adoration  confiils  in  quick  and  frequent 
proftrations,  and  does  not  in  all  probability 
owe  its  origin  to  Mahomet,  lince  in  the 
Chriftian  worfhip  of  thefe  parts  we  find 
a  fimilar  praftice  :  it  is,  however,  an  ex- 
prefTion  of  piety  and  devotion,  of  a  na- 
ture noble  and  majeftic,  and  highly  fuit- 
able  to  thofe  fentiments  it  is  meant  to 
exprefs. 

Befides  ftudying  the    rules  and   princi- 
ples of  the  Arabic  language,   in  which   I 
was    foon  able   to  difcover  much  beauty, 
I  was  at  pains  to  obtain  every  information 
in   my  power  relative  to   the  manners  of 
the  people  who  live  among  the  adjacent 
mountains.     That  diftridl,   which  lies  to- 
wards the  S.  W.  is  inhabited  by  a  fedl  of 
Muffulmen,  who  are  named  Mutualiis,  and 
are   faid   to  have  no  connexion   with  any 
other  nation  whatever.     They  obferve  the 
fame  diflance  and  referve  towards  Grangers 
as    the    natives   of  India,  neither   inviting 
them  to  their  houfes,  nor  eating  with  them 
from  the  fame  difh ;  and  though  I  cannot 
complain  of  having  received   the  flighted 

injury 
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injury  during  the  time  I  pafled  in  their 
villages,  I  own,  in  their  appearance,  they 
have  fomething  peculiarly  rude  and  fero- 
cious. They  tolerate  Chriftians  in  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  who,  happily, 
are  much  lefs  the  obje6ls  of  their  hatred 
and  animofity  than  the  Turks.  Their 
dominion  extends  over  the  mountains  all 
the  way  from  Gebail  to  Balbec,  including 
both  towns,  where  they  are  reported  to  be 
much  more  favage  in  their  manners  than 
in  the  vicinity  of  Sidon.  The  mountains 
in  the  N.  E..  of  Sidon  are  peopled  by  the 
Drufes,  among  whom  Chriftianity  enjoys  an 
equal  degree  of  toleration  as  among  the 
Mutuallis. 

The  natives  of  thefe  mountains  are  dif- 
affecfted  to  the  Turks,  an  antipathy  partly 
owing  to  the  influence  of  inveterate  preju- 
dice, and  partly  to  a  difference  in  matters  of 
religious  opinion.  They  are  fenfible  it  is 
to  their  own  bravery,  and  the  inacceffible 
nature  of  their  mountains,  that  they  owe 
their  happy  independence.  The  Drufes 
are  well  affected  towards  Chriftians  in 
general ;    but  holding  themfelves  defcend- 

ed 
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ed  from  a  French  anceftry,  who  are  fald 
to  have  taken  refuge  in  thefe  mountains 
at  their  expulfion  from  the  Holy  Land, 
at  the  end  of  the  crufades,  they  have 
more  than  ordinary  affection  for  the  peo- 
ple of  that  country.  The  principles  which, 
according  to  hiftorians,  actuated  the  fub- 
jed:s  of  the  old  man  of  the  mountain, 
ftill  influence  the  minds  of  fome  indivi- 
duals. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Jerufalem  I  am  told 
there  is  a  race  of  Bedouin  Arabs,  who  like- 
wife  affedl  to  be  defcended  from  the  French, 
The  Capuchin  from  whom  I  had  this  infor- 
mation had  experienced  many  inftances  of 
their  partiality  to  his  country,  as  had  alfo 
a  milfionary  of  the  fame  order,  wh^  refided 
among  them  for  fome  time  in  much  credit 
and  elieem. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXIII. 

Obfervatu)ns  on  the  fine  climate  and  produc- 
tions of  the  f out  hern  parts  of  Syria. — 
Simple  and  indujlrious  character  of  the  in- 
habitants,  contrafied  with  the  luxury  of 
Europe. — The  monks  of  Syria  defcribed,-^ 
Reflexions  on  celibacy  and  matrimony, 

I  WAS  charmed  with  the  beauty  and  fe- 
renity  of  this  chmate,  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  in  a  peculiar  manner  what  a  man 
who  is  defirous  of  becoming  the  child  of 
nature  would  wilh  to  enjoy.  In  the  different 
regions  of  the  globe  which  I  have  vifited  I 
have  found  no  climate  equally  propitious  to 
the  natural  ftate  of  man  with  that  which 
extends  its  mild  influence  over  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Syria.  In  the  countries  fituated 
between  the  tropics  the  rains  fall  almoft  in- 
ceiTantly  during  the  fix  months  of  fummer. 
The  countries,  on  the  contrary,  a  few  de- 
grees without  the  tropics,  have  but  little 
2  rain. 
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rain,  and  that  only  in  fpring  and  autumn, 
the  fealbns  when  it  pafTes  from  the  cold  to 
hotter  regions  of  the  earth.  In  Alia,  on  the 
confines  of  Baflbra ;  in  America,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Sartille ;  as  well  as  in  the  defert 
regions  of  Africa,  I  have  had  occafion  to 
remark  that  a  fcarcity  of  rain,  rendering  the 
foil  dry  and  inhofpitable,  gradually  reduces 
it  to  a  dead  flind.  I  will  not  pretend  to 
affirm,  however,  that  from  this  partial  ob- 
fervation  any  rule  can  be  drawn  which  fliall 
obtain  univerfally;  but  the  fad:  feems  to  be, 
that  from  the  latitude  of  thirty  to  thirty- 
five  degrees,  the  fix  fumm^er  months  are 
entirely  exempted  from  rain  ;  whilft  in  the 
fucceeding  period  the  cold  is  uniformly 
moderate,  and  one  meets  with  many  inter- 
vals of  fine  weather  equal  to  the  mofl  beau- 
tiful days  in  fummer. 

In  Syria  a  variety  of  grain  fprings  and 
comes  to  maturity  during  the  winter  months; 
a  fadt  which  affords  undeniable  evidence  of 
what  I  have  now  been  aflerting.  I  acknow- 
ledge that  there  are  certain  fpecies  of  trees 
which  then  fhed  their  leaves  j  flill,  however, 
it  is  true,  that  in  the  month  of  November  I 

Vol.  II.  P  have 
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have  eaten  new  beans  and  peafe,  while  the 
gardens,  abounding  in  flowers  and  vegeta- 
bles, continue  produ<5tive  from  that  month 
till  the  opening  of  fummer.  The  particu- 
lar fituation  of  Syria  contributes  a  great  deal 
to  the  excellency  of  its  climate.  It  is  pro- 
ted:ed  from  the  north  wind  by  an  extenfive 
ridge  of  lofty  mountains ;  it  is  bounded  on 
the  weft  by  the  fea ;  and  on  the  eaft  by  the 
arid  deferts  of  Arabia,  from  whofe  parched 
and  fandy  foil  little  vapour  can  arife  to  pro- 
duce rain.  Pligher  Egypt,  and  the  coun- 
try contiguous  to  Lima,  are  both  finely 
fituated ;  but  I  believe  the  one  and  the  other 
owe  their  dry  and  beautiful  climates  to  fonue- 
high  ridges,  which  intercept  the  progrefs  of 
the  clouds.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lima 
the  foil  is  fandy  and  barren,  while  Egypt 
owes  her  fertility  to  the  indiiltry  of  her  in- 
habitants, joined  to  the  annual  inundations 
of  the  Nile.  The  heat  of  fummer  in  higher 
Egypt  is,  belides,  almoft  intolerable  ^  and 
every  one  knows  that  the  Cophti  as  well  as 
the  Peruvian,  groaning  under  the  oppreflion 
of  defpotifm,  are  highly  taxed  for  the  ad- 
vantages of  their  climate. 

Among 
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Among  the  produ(5lions  of  Syria  are  thofe 
X)f  hot  as  well  as  cold  climates ;  wheat,  bar- 
ley, cotton,  the  bamy  or  gombeau,  the  oak, 
the  pine,  and  the  fycamore,  all  grow  in  a 
great  degree  of  perfetflion.  The  vine,  the 
fig,  the  mulberry,  the  apple,  and  other  trees 
of  Europe,  are  no  lefs  common  in  the  gar- 
dens and  orchards,  than  the  jujubier,  the 
fig-bannan,  the  lemon,  fweet  and  four,  the 
orange,  and  the  fugar-cane :  all  the  roots 
and  vegetable  prodad:ions  of  thefe  different 
climates  are  likewife  found  here  in  abun- 
dance. 

The  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Catholic 
church  are  as  regularly  and  openly  per- 
formed in  the  bofom  of  the  Syrian  moun- 
tains, as  in  Paris  or  at  Rome;  with  this 
difference,  however,  that  as  the  manners  of 
the  people  are  more  fimple,  fo  their  devo- 
tion, as  well  as  their  morals,  are  proportion- 
ally purer  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter. 

The  induflrious  charadler  of  the  natives 
appears  in  the  cultivated  ftate  of  their  moun- 
tains, many  parts  of  which  prefent  the  face 
of  a  fine  garden.  Springs,  judicioufly  di- 
re<fled,  water  their  mulberry  plantations,  in 
P  2  which 
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which  confifl:  the  wealth  of  the  country; 
and  fuch  is  the  fuperior  quality  and  high 
value  of  the  filk  raifed  from  the  mulherry- 
leaves,  that  the  farmer  obtains  by  his  trees, 
at  little  expence  and  labour,  a  competent 
fubfiftence  for  his  family.  Wine,  oil,  and 
figs,  are  articles  from  which  he  likewife  de- 
rives confiderable  emolument. 

We  do  not  meet  here  with  any  thing  to 
compare  with  the  riches  and  luxury  of  Eu- 
ropean nations;  but  as  the  fortunes  of  indi- 
viduals are  lefs  unequal,  poverty  and  indi- 
gence, which  confume  the  loweft  clafs  of 
the  people  in  the  finefl  provinces  of  France, 
are  altogether  unknown. 

Should  any  perfon  be  defirous  to  know 
where  man  is  fubjedted  to  the  lead  penury 
and  wretchednefs,  I  would  refer  him  to 
the  mountains  of  Syria,  where  the  refine- 
ments of  luxury  are  indeed  precluded,  but 
where  he  would  amply  enjoy  every  thing 
neceflary  to  his  peace  and  happinefs.  There 
the  powers  of  the  mind  are  not  chilled  and 
exafperated  by  the  feverities  of  an  inhofpi- 
table  climate,  neither  are  they  debafed  and 
enervated  by  the  fecure  polleffion  of  unfoli- 

cited 
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cited  abundance.  Subfiflence,  though  eafy, 
is  not,  however,  to  be  obtained  without  bo- 
dily labour,  which  only  tends,  however,  to 
brace  the  nerves  and  flrengthen  the  limbs. 
The  avocations  of  the  people  are  entertain- 
ing to  the  mind,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
are  beneficial  to  the  body,  and  divert  them 
from  any  thirft  after  gratifications  which 
are  only  necelTary  to  the  happinefs  of  thofe 
devpted  to  habits  of  idlcnefs  and  intempe- 
rance. Hp  who  were  to  look  forward  to 
a  flate  of  vacancy  and  idlenefs,  as  the  pe- 
riod when  he  fliould  begin  to  enjoy  life, 
would,  were  he  ever  to  attain  it,  probably 
find  himfelf  miferably  difappointed.  Mo- 
derate labour,  and  a  temperate  diet,  render- 
ing the  body  healthy  and  robuft,  impart 
alfo  vigour  to  the  mind ;  and  hence  arifes 
that  fine  relifli  for  thoft-  innocent  pleafures 
which  delight  the  induftrious  man  after  fa- 
tigue, a  higher  gratification  than  is  ever  ex- 
perienced by  his  wealthier,  but  more  in- 
dolent neighbour. 


No£te  fatigatum  fomnus,  non  cura  puellae, 
pxcepit  i  et  pingui  membra  quiete  levat. 


la 
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In  vain  would  the  traveller  expedl  to. 
meet,  in  thefe  mountains,  with  men  of 
great  learning,  or  of  very  poliflied  and  re- 
fined manners ;  but  he  will  find  men  in 
their  befi:  and  happieft  ftate,  men  purfuing 
their  duty  from  the  impulfe  of  natural  fen- 
timent ;  firm  friends,  good  fathers,  virtuous 
citizens  :  and  fuch  characters  are  of  more 
benefit  to  the  world  than  the  rich,  idle,  and 
luxurious,  who  in  more  refined  countries 
contaminate  the  manners  of  the  people  by 
their  example,  without  contributing  in  any 
degree  to  the  real  intprefts  of  mankind. 

The  monks  of  Syria  are  neither  pro- 
found theologians,  nor  extremely  rigid  in 
their  manners.  The  rules  of  their  orders 
are  fimple,  and  fcrupuloufly  obferved ;  and 
they  are  in  reality  what  they  affed:  to  be  in 
appearance,  humble  fervants  and  difciples 
of  their  Mafi:er,  earning  their  daily  bread 
by  honefi:  labour,  and  the  indufiiry  of  their 
hands. 

The  fecular  clergy  have  little  either  of 
learning  or  rank  to  diftinguifh  them  from 
the  vulgar ;  but  though  their  knowledge  is 
chiefly   confined   to   the   New  Teftament, 

they 
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they  are  men  of  regular  and  pious  lives,  and  ^ 
highly  efteemed  by  their  flocks.  Little  in- 
debted to  the  emoluments  of  a  liberal  pub- 
lic eftablifliment,  they  earn  by  toil,  and  the 
fweat  of  their  brows,  a  fubfiflence  for  their 
wives  and  children.  They  give  conftant 
attendance  to  thefcrvice  of  the  altar,  preach 
the  gofpel  to  the  poor,  and  enforce  Chrif- 
tian  morality  by  their  example,  to  which 
the  abolition  of  celibacy  among  them  has 
been  an  advantage.  The  attention  they  be- 
llow on  the  education  of  their  own  families 
furnifhes  an  important  leflbn  to  thofe  who 
are  lefs  immediately  under  their  eye.  I 
.have  always  confidered  marriage  as  a  na- 
tural duty,  and  conftituting  one  of  the  in- 
alienable rights  of  mankind. 

The  laws  and  maxims  of  policy  which 
prevail  in  the  countries  that  were  firfl  peo- 
pled, appear  to  me,  in  general,  to  be  the 
beft ;  but  no  laws  or  inftitutions,  how  wife- 
ly foever  fuggefted,  are  able  to  reflrain  the 
defires  of  men  aflembled  in  great  cities  : 
in  the  country  alone  the  traveller  may 
hope  to  difcover  their  original  meaning 
and  intention.    There  the  peafant,  removed 
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from  the  depraved  fociety  of  the  citizerij^ 
from  the  improper  difpofal  of  his  time, 
and  every  means  of  corruption,  implicitly 
follows  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  his  an- 
ceftors. 

It  is  a  maxim  with  eaftern  nations,  that 
a  man  fhall  be  bound  by  the  obligations  of 
marriage,  without  any  previous  acquaint- 
ance with  his  intended  wife.  Now,  few 
inftitutions  can  immediately  appear  more 
whimfical  and  abfurd.  In  expefience, 
however,  the  inconveniencies  we  might 
think  incident  to  fuch  a  pradice  are  not 
felt ',  and  I  am  fatisfied,  from  all  I  have  ob- 
ferved  in  the  families  of  the  mountaineers, 
amongft  whom  I  made  it  my  bulinefs 
to  refide,  that  the  feuds  and  animofi-r 
ties  of  domeftic  life  are  much  lefs  fre- 
quent there  than  in  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope. It  is  likewife  ufual  in  India  to 
marry  at  the  age  of  eight  or  ten,  and  a 
girl  is  generally  betrothed  to  a  particular 
hufband  at  the  age  of  three  or  four ;  and  I 
repeat,  that  in  my  experience  I  had  the 
good  fortune  never  to  meet  with  a  fingle 
couple   who  feemed  to  have  been  injudi- 

cioufly 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  21/ 

cioufly  or  unhappily  paired.     Educated  to- 
gether from   the  years  of  childhood,  they 
become  familiar  with  each  other's  humour, 
acquire  the   character  of  fituation,  and  are 
not   hkely   to  experience  in   advanced  life 
any  thing  that  can  reafonably  give  occafion 
to  furprize.     The  hufband  exercifes  domi- 
nion over  his   companion,  while  fhe  ufes 
with  fuccefs,  in  her  turn,  her  natural  wea- 
pons  0£  tears,  gentlenefs,  and   fubmiffion. 
Thus,  between  a  couple  of  Afiatics,  born, 
as  it  fliould  feem,  with  a  kind  of  innate 
rectitude  of  mind,  we  naturally  expe(ft  the 
moft  happy  and  cordial   union.     Refpe6t- 
jng  the  liberty  of  free  choice,  in  which  the 
flfength  of  the  argument  on  our  fide  feems 
to  confift,   I  am  afraid  that  in  the  tender 
and   inexperienced    mind    there  frequently 
fprings  from  this  very  fource  a  love  of  va- 
riety i  for  the  woman  who  conceives  herfelf 
entitled  to  chufe  in  one  inftance,  may  fee 
little  harm  in  exercifmg  the  fame  right  a 
fecond  time,  provided  fhe  happens  to  meet 
with  another  perfon  whofe  charadter  is  bet- 
ter fitted  to  engage  her  aiFcd;ions. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXIV. 

Singular  opinions  of  the  Ajiatics  ref peeling  the 
fexesy  and  the  commerce  ijohich  fhould  be 
maintained  betwixt  them. — AbjeB  jlate  of 
the  females  in  the  nations  of  the  eajl.-^ 
Diverfions  and  purfuits  of  the  Syrian  wo^ 
men. — T^enacity  of  the  natives  of  Syria  in 
freferving  their  ancient  cuftoJns,—r- Their 
focial  diJlinSlioJis, 

IT  is  an  opinion  pretty  generally  received 
among  the  nations  of  Alia,  that  the  mo- 
rals of  the  women  have  a  ftrong  influence 
on  fociety  at  large,  as  well  as  on  their  own 
children.  But  they  have  an  idea,  perhaps 
a  little  more  peculiar  to  themfelves,  to  wit, 
that  the  quality  and  intenfity  of  fentiment 
in  the  male  fex  refult  partly  from  the  al- 
lurements of  pleafure,  partly  from  prejudice 
and  habit,  and  partly  from  the  dread  of 
thofe  evils  which  tend  to  the  deflrudion  of 
the  individual.  Defire,  hope,  love,  hatred, 
X  and. 
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^d.  111  general,  all  our  fentiments  and  ac- 
tions, depend,  according  to  them,  upon  a 
felfifh  principle  of  fear,  which,  in  propor- 
tion as  we  are  impreli'ed  with  the  danger  of 
defeat,  or  the  hope  of  victory,  produces 
weaknefs  or  courage. 

But  of  fuch  cjs  confider  fear  or  an  inte- 
refted  concern  for  our  own  welfare,  as  the 
ultimate  principle  of  human  fentiment  and 
condu<5l,  I  would  afk.  Whether  a  mother's 
fondaefs  for  her  child,  as  the  Afiatics  feem 
to  believe,  contains  no  ingredient  of  a 
more  liberal  origin  than  that  fweet  fenfa- 
tion  of  pleafure  fhe  experiences  at  the  end 
of  her  labour,  when  flie  refleds  that  her 
fufferings  were  occafioned  by  a  being  which 
makes  a  part  of  herfelf,  and  therefore  en- 
titled to  her  kindeft  affedtions  ?  Mufl  the 
gradual  increafe  of  paternal  affection  be  re- 
ferred folely  to  habit,  and  the  attachment 
one  neceflarily  acquires  for  an  objedl  which 
cofts  fo  much  care  and  anxiety  ?  In  the 
fame  manner  is  the  fentiment  of  friendfhip, 
a  fentiment  equally  rare  and  valuable,  to  be 
refolved  into  habit,  or  the  hope  of  deriving 
advantage  from  our  friend  ?  Are  pity,  cha- 
rity, 
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rity,  and  beneficence,  which  are  excited  by 
the  misfortunes  of  others,  of  no  higher  ac- 
count than  that  of  a  mean  reflex  fentiment 
on  our  own  condition  ?  In  a  word,  are  mag- 
nanimity, generofity,  and  courage,  nothing 
better  than  different  modifications  of  the 
fame  interefted  principle,  congratulating  it- 
felf  on  having  efcaped  thofe  evils  which  we 
wifh  to  alleviate  in  others  ? — This  fyftem  is 
too  humihating  to  the  human  fpecies  to  be 
founded  in  nature. 

In  Arabia,  and  in  all  the  countries  with 
which  the  Arabs  have  an  intercourfe,  the 
women  are  fubjefted  to  the  veil,  and  almofl; 
entirely  fecluded  from  the  company  of  the 
men.  Each  fex  lives  apart,  and  in  confor-f 
mity  to  their  own  humours  i  infomuch  that 
the  hufband  pafies  but  a  fmall  part  of  his 
time  with  his  wife.  This  cuftom  is  confi- 
dered  as  extremely  beneficial  to  both  par- 
ties j  for,  as  the  objecft  of  marriage  is  mu- 
tual fidelity,  the  great  danger  incident  to 
happinefs  in  that  fi:ate  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  an  eafy  and  frequent  communication 
between  the  fexes  :  and  as  the  temper  and 
difpofitions  of  a  man  and  his  wife  do  not  at 

aU 
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all  times  coalefce,  the  feldomer  they  meet 
the  fewer  occafions  will  occur  of  domeftic 
ftrife  and  animolity.  Hence  they  conclude 
that  nothing  can  be  expeded  from  an  un- 
reftrained  intercourfe  betwixt  the  fexes,  but 
excelTes  of  paffion  in  the  one,  danger  to  the 
innocence  of  the  other,  and  multiplied 
caufes  of  contention  in  both.  Accordingly, 
the  only  perfons  of  different  fexes  who  en- 
joy any  (hare  of  focial  intercourfe,  are  fuch 
as  fland  in  the  neareft  degrees  of  confan- 
guinity ;  a  pleafure,  however,  which  is  per- 
mitted even  to  them  fparingly  and  on  rare 
occalions.  In  many  families  thefe  maxims 
of  referve  are  fo  ftridly  obferved,  that  as 
foon  as  boys  attain  the  years  of  thirteen  or 
fourteen,  they  are  removed  to  a  particular 
wing  of  the  building,  named  Manfoul, 
which  is  entirely  unconned:ed  with  the  fe- 
male apartments. 

Men  in  eaftern  nations  are  extremely 
jealous  of  their  fuperiority  over  the  female 
fex ;  and  hence  it  is  that  a  man  feldom 
condefcends  to  eat  with  his  wife.  It  is  her 
bufinefs  to  ferve  her  hufband  at  table  with 
all  the  care  and  ailiduity  of  a  fervant;  nor 

does 
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does  fhe  find  herfelf  at  liSerty  to  fit  down 
to  her  meal  until  he  has  concluded  his.  He 
never  defires  her  opinion,  or  deigns  to  con- 
verfe  with  her  on  the  fiabje6t  of  family  af- 
fairs. He  feldom  afligns  her  a  tafic  that 
may  not  be  performed  without  ftirring 
abroad,  or  any  bufinefs  abroad  but  what 
may  be  performed  with  her  veil.  Women 
in  every  condition  of  life  are  fubjefted  to 
thefe  regulations,  and  their  time  is  all  em- 
ployed with  their  children  and  in  houfe- 
hold  affairs,  which,  however,  from  their 
plain  and  fimple  manners,  require  little  ap- 
plication. My  feelings  revolted  againft  this 
llavifh  and  fubordinate  condition  of  the 
fex.  But  I  was  ftruck  with  the  great 
fimilarity  I  difcovered  in  this  point  be- 
tween the  manners  of  the  American  fa- 
vages  and  thofe  of  the  Arabs,  as  well  as 
other  Afiatic  tribes ;  a  refemblance  ex- 
tremely furprifing,  when  we  confider  the 
great  didance  the  Arab  and  American  are 
removed  from  each  other.  In  America  the 
favage  charges  himfelf  with  nothing  but  his 
gun,  while  his  wife  follows,  loaded  with 
every   article   of  the  family  baggage.     In 

Afia 
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Afia  it  is  the  fame :  the  favage  entertains 
no  converfation  whatever  with  his  wife ; 
nor  does  flie  pre  fume  to  be  prefent  at  any 
of  his  parties.  The  fame  are  the  manners 
of  Syria,  and  indeed  of  the  Afiatsc  conti- 
nent in  general.  In  the  BiiTayan  iiles,  and 
among  the  Marratta  tribes,  as  well  as  in 
America,  the  fields  of  Indian  corn  are  cul- 
tivated by  the  women  alone.  The  x^rab 
mounts  his  afs,  and  leaves  his  wife,  wdth 
a  large  bundle  on  her  head,  to  follow  him 
on  foot.  The  favage  fits  at  his  eafe  in 
his  canoe,  while  his  wife  keeps  tugging 
at  the  oar  without  murmur  or  complaint. 
Now  it  appears  very  remarkable  that  two 
people  inhabiting  oppofite  hemifpheres  of 
the  globe,  the  one  ancient  and  the  other 
probably  modern,  fhould  fo  ftrongly  refem- 
ble  each  other ;  whilll  Europeans,  at  an 
equal  diftance  from  both,  have  manners  en- 
tirely different. 

In  Arabia,  a  numerous  family  is  an  ob- 
je6t  of  great  defire  to  both  fexes.  Hence 
an  old  maiden,  an  aged  batchelor,  and  a 
barren  woman,  are  regarded  with  a  fenti- 
ment  bordering  on  contempt.     The  huf- 

band 
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band  and  wife  are  equally  delighted  at  the 
birth  of  a  child ;  and  upon  the  delivery  of 
the  firft  male,  refign  their  own  name,  in 
order  to  take  the  more  honourable  appella- 
tion of  the  child's  parents.  Thus,  Ihould 
Peter  and  Mary  have  a  fon,  James,  they 
immediately  ceafe  to  be  Peter  and  Mary, 
and  are  ftyled  henceforth  the  father  and 
mother  of  James.  The  father  of  James 
begins  to  cultivate  his  beard,  as  a  badge  of 
his  newly  acquired  dignity,  as  well  as  to  at- 
tra(5l  that  refped  and  veneration  which  he 
conceives  now  due  to  him  from  the  public. 
Of  this  defcription,  among  others,  are  the 
Syrian  Arabs.  The  Arabs  of  the  Bedouin 
tribes  ailume  the  name  of  the  common 
ftock  :  hence  Ben  Halet,  or  the  children 
of  Halet.  A  title,  I  conceive,  by  which 
all  the  individuals  of  the  tribe  are  repre- 
fented  as  brethren,  and  which  is  at  the  fame 
time  interefling  to  the  mind,  and  extremely 
ufeful  in  fociety.  It  very  fenfibly  implies  a 
reciprocal  obligation ;  in  one  view  admo- 
nifhing  the  children  of  the  duty  and  refpedt 
they  owe  to  their  fathers ;  in  another,  en- 
gaging the  parent  to  maintain  a  kind  and 

affet!lionate 
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affectionate     behaviour    towards     children 
whofe  names  it  is  his  glory  to  bear. 

From    the    extreme    referve   maintained 
between  the  fcxes,  we  are  not  to  exped:  in 
the  circles  of  Syria  that  gaiety  of  manners, 
or  highly  feafoned  though  fuperficial  con- 
verfation,  to  which,  in  different  countries  of 
Europe,  a    condant   and  anxious  dciire  of 
plealing  the  women  have  given  occafion.  The 
youth,  in  the  moft  lively  period  of  life,  are 
all  equally  ferious  in  their  deportment  and 
converfation ;  fuppOrting  a  fobriety  of  man- 
ners which  gradually  increafes   as  they  ad- 
vance   in  years.      They  fpeak    little,    and 
never  lofe  fight  of  the  objedt  they  had  firft 
in  view.     A  total  want  of  vivacity,  the  ha- 
bit of  fmoking,   which  gives  occalion  to 
frequent  paufes,  and  that  of  fl;ro::.k:ing  their 
beards  and  handling  a  kind  of  chaplet,  al- 
low   them    time    to    confider     and    digeft 
their  queftions    and  replies.     In   converfa- 
tion they  are  fliort  and  energetic,  uropor- 
tioning  the    number   of    their    words     to 
the  nature  of  the  fubjedt ;  hence  a    pecu- 
liar chara(fteriftic  of  their  language,  which, 
if  I  may  prefume  to  form  an  opinion  on 
Vol.  II.  Q^  the 


226       TRAVELS    ROUND    THE    WORLD, 

ths  little  knowledge  I  was  able  to  acquire 
of  it  during  my  abode  in  this  country,  is 
the  mofb  fimple  and  exprefllvc  in  the 
wo^d. 

The  fair  fex  are  never  introduced  as  a 
topic  of  converfation;  nay,  they  even  pafs 
in  the  flreets  without  obtaining  the  fmalled 
notice  from  the  men.  The  places  they  are 
known  to  frequent  are  deemed  facred  and 
inacceffible;  and  a  man  would  feel  himfelf 
afri-onted,  who  fliould  be  accufed  of  having 
remarked  or  faluted  a  woman  in  public. 
Europeans,  I  knov/,  confider  thefe  eaflern 
manners  as  the  refult  of  gloomy  jea- 
loufyi  but  I  rather  regard  them  as  the 
confequences  of  a  pundtilious  delicacy  rela- 
tive to  the  point  of  honour  in  the  fex% 
who,  according  to  the  maxims  of  Afia,  are 
not  fuppofed  to  have  any  acquaintance 
with  men,  except  in  the  perfon  of  one  in- 
dividual. The  women,  neverthelefs,  con- 
trive to  pafs  the  time  agreeably  by  them- 
felves  ',  and  as  the  foie  objed  of  their  par- 
ties is  am.ufement,  little  aftedled  by  any 
ingredient  that  can  give  occafion  to  latent 
difgult,  they  probably  experience  more  real 
■*  gaiety 
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gaiety  of  heart    than   the  fair   European, 
who,    in   the  midft  of   her  crowded    and 
promifcLious    afTembhes,  is   often   hable  to 
be  difturbed  by  envy,  jealoufy,  and  refent- 
mcnt.     With  a  mind  eafy  and  unembar- 
railed,    tlie    Aliatic    feems    to   move    in   a 
fphere  which  affords  a  finer  relifli  for  the 
fociety  and  enjoyment  of  her  companions. 
She   receives  the   vilits    of  her  friends   in 
her    own   apartments,    while    the    garden, 
the  bath,  and  the  tomb,  are   the   places  of 
her  public  refort.     This  Oriental  cuftom 
of  frequenting  the  tombs,  is  a  ftrong  proof 
of  female  fenfibillty  ;  the  mind  being  nicely 
fufceptible  of  imprefiions,  but  at  the  fame 
time  endowed  with  a    peculiar   verfatility 
of  refledlion,  has  ftamped  its  own  image 
on  this  kind  of  affembly.     Upon  their  ar- 
rival   at    the    grave   of  a  deceafed    friend, 
they  give  full  vent  to  the  forrow  and  an- 
guifh   of   their   bofoms  ;    afterwards    they 
gradually   enter    into    converfation,   which 
takes    a    ferious,    gay,    or    even    ludicrous 
turn^  according  to   their  different  charac- 
ters.    After  all,  a  good  heart  may  here  find 
relief  J  and  many,  I  have  no  doubt,  profit  by 

0^2  th« 
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the  leflbns  of  moral  inftrudiion  they  receive 
at  the  grave,  however  extraordinary  the 
cuftom  itfelf  may  appear  to  Grangers. 

The  natives  of  this  country  are  ex- 
tremely tenacious  of  ancient  cuftoms;  a 
circumftance  which  will  account  for  the 
many  veftiges  we  ftill  trace  of  the  manners 
and  ufages  of  the  ancient  patriarchs.  The 
tancnKy  or  cylindrical  oven,  employed  in 
baking  their  cakes,  and  the  tantouray  or 
filver  cone,  a  kind  of  head-drefs  worn  by 
the  women  amons:  the  Drufes,  are  evident- 
ly  the  fame  with  the  Jew^ifh  oven  and  Ju- 
dith's mitre.  The  manners  of  Abraham 
and  his  family  may  be  traced  in  the  ha- 
bits and  purfuits  of  the  Bedouin  fliepherds, 
who,  lince  the  age  of  Laban,  have  led 
about  their  flocks  during  the  day,  and  fold- 
ed them  in  the  evening.  The  ftyle  of  the 
Arabic  language  in  our  own  times  is  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  Old  Teftamient,  a 
famenefs  which  could  only  have  been 
preferved  by  an  anxious  attachment  to  the 
modes  and  cuftoms  of  their  progenitors. 

Being  originally  defcended  from  wander- 
ing tribes,  they  are  at  little  pains  to  adorn 

their 
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their  houfes  ;  and  the  diffenent  articles  of 
their  furniture  are  fo  contrived  as  to  be 
cafily  packed  up  for  the  convenience  of 
travelHng.  Riding  is  of  all  exercifes 
that  of  which  they  are  mofl:  pafiionately 
fond.  In  their  perfons  they  are  clean,  fo- 
ber  and  fnnple  in  their  manners,  and  en- 
tire ftrangers  to  luxury.  The  pompous 
and  arrogant  genius  of  the  Turk  has  been 
communicated  in  no  degree  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  country,  'whofe  courage  and 
virtuous  fimplicity  have  hitherto  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  fetters  of  a  defootic  mafter. 
They  are,  however,  feliifh,  and  fometimes, 
though  rarely,  fraudulent  towards  the 
French,  who,  they  infift,  ought  to  pay  them 
a  certain  tribute  in  confideration  of  that 
commerce  they  are  permitted  to  carry  on 
in  their  harbours.  The  extreme  difference 
they,  beiides,  difcover  between  the  man- 
ners of  France  and  thofe  of  Syria,  difpofes 
them  to  look  down  on  the  natives  of  the 
former  country  with  difdain. 

In   Syria  we   find   four    orders    of  men 

only :    firft,   princes ;    fecondly,   lords    and 

Q^  3  governors  ^ 
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governors  ;  thirdly,  opulent  merchants  and 
farmers  ;  and  laftly,  the  poorer  peafantry, 
and  all  below  them.  A  prince  or  lord, 
provided  he  abftains  from  commerce,  may 
defcend  from  his  rank  in  order  to  redeem 
his  decayed  fortune,  v/ithout  loling  one 
tittle  of  the  refpedl  due  to  his  birth. 
The  merchant  and  farmer,  how  opulent 
foever  their  circumflances,  are  incapable 
of  rifmg  to  a  higher  order,  bur,  like  the 
prince,  and  for  fimilar  reafons,  may  de- 
fcend to  a  lower  condition  without  any 
diminution  of  their  confequence  ;  and  in 
many  inflances  the  children  of  reduced 
governors,  clergymen,  and  merchants,  are 
not  afhamed  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of 
flrangers,  who  are  greatly  their  inferiors 
in  point  of  birth.  The  right  every  indi- 
vidual pofTefTes  of  redre fling  his  own 
wrongs  has  given  occafion  to  fomething 
fmiilar  to  our  point  of  honour,  v/hich  pre- 
vails equally  among  all  orders  of  men. 
The  Arab  retaliates  on  his  adverfary, 
how  eminent  foever  his  rank,  the  mo- 
ment   he  receives    an   affront  5    a   cuftom 

whichj 
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which,  conlidering  the  circumftinccs  of  the 
country,  more  effc(ftually  reftrains  violence 
than  the  operation  of  the  feverefl  laws  for 
the  puniQiment  of  crimes.  If  the  Arab 
fhews  a  conflant  deference  towards  the  per- 
fon  of  his  chief,  it  is  on  account  of  quah- 
ties  really  ufeful  to  the  tribe ;  but  as  in  all 
ranks,  manners,  drefs,  and  the  fare  of  the 
table,  are  extremely  fimilar,  it  is  difficult 
on  ordinary  occasions  to  diftinguiili  one  or- 
der of  men  from  another.  Every  one  is 
acquainted  with  the  high  pedigree  of  an 
Arabian  chieftain,  who,  neverthelefs,  in 
his  affability  and  condefcenlion  to  his  in- 
feriors, forms  a  flriking  contraft  to  the 
upftart  nobility  of  modern  nations.  The 
prince,  the  lord,  and  the  peafant,  fit  down 
to  the  fame  table,  enter  familiarly  into 
converflition,  and  light  their  pipes  at  the 
fame  taper,  under  as  little  ceremony  and 
conftraint  as  we  exped:  to  meet  with  in  the 
fociety  of  brothers.  Laflly,  men  in  all 
conditions  of  life  eat,  ilecp,  and  work 
together ;  infomuch  that  I  have  often  mif- 
taken  a  lord  for  a  peafant,  and  a  peafant  for 
Q.  prince :  the  fuperior  beauty  of  his  horfe, 
0^4.  and 


232       TRAVELS    ROUND    THE    WORLD, 

and  the  brightnefs  of  his  armour,   being 
the  only  marks  by  which  the  latter  may  be 

known. 


CHAP.     XXV. 


The  Author  returns  to  the  Syrian  Mountains^ 
— 'The  'village  of  Abey  and  its  environs 
ilefcribed. — Ceremonies  obferved  ataDrufan 
funeral. — Fajioral  mode  of  life  of  the 
Drufes, — Refidence  in  the  town  of  Dair^ 
eUKamar, 

WISHING  to  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  natives  of  the 
Syrian  mountains,  I  propofed  to  give  them 
a  little  more  of  my  time,  and  particularly 
to  vifit  the  people  called  Drufes  ^  mean- 
while I  refolved  to  pay  m.y  refped:s  once 
more  to  my  friends  the  Maronites  of 
Quefrouan,  and  accordingly  my  firfl  flage 
was  to  Aintoura.  From  thence  I  continued 
my  journey  towards  Agoufta,  where  I  hoped 

tQ 
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to  have  had  the  honour  of  meeting  witli 
the  patriarch  of  Antioch.  At  Aintoura 
I  faluted  my  friend  the  fuperior  of  the 
jefuits,  who  earneftly  requeued  me  to  pafs 
fome  time  at  the  convent;  but  I  excufed 
myfeh'',  and  went  to  fleep  at  Baruth. 

Next  day,  having  fet  out  for'  a  place 
named  Abey,  fituated  among  the  Drufes, 
I  croiTed  the  plain  of  Baruth  diagonally, 
and  travelled  three  leagues  fouthward.  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  town  this  plain  is  plant- 
ed with  mulberry-trees.  I  came  foon  after 
to  a  beautiful  foreft  of  pines  in  a  quin- 
punxial  form,  clofe  to  a  little  Arabian  en- 
campment. Faffing  a  dry  defart  foil  with 
fome  olive-trees,  and  a  few  plantations  of 
the  mulberry- tree,  I  arrived  at  a  large 
village  named  Chouifah,  near  the  foot  of 
a  mountain,  the  relidence  and  patrimonial 
inheritance  of  an  obfcure  emir.  Keeping 
this  village  on  the  left,  I  afcended  by  a 
long  and  'fleep  path,  and  palTed  another 
large  village  on  the  right.  Here  the  travel- 
ler croffes  feveral  mountains,  and  having 
afcended  to  a  confiderable  height,  finds 
3  large  village  named  Aramon,  containing 

a  caftle 
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2.  caflle  or  feraglio,  which  belongs  to  the 
family  of  the  reigning  emir.  The  adjacent 
country  appears  to  be  well  watered,  and  is 
planted  with  olive  and  mulberry-trees. 
Having  defcended  from  Aramon,  and  croifed 
other  mountains,  with  their  intervening 
yallies,  I  at  length  difcovered,  from  the 
top  of  a  high  ridge,  the  village  of  Abey 
ilanding  on  an  eminence 'before  me.  I 
paiTed  a  little  village,  from  whofe  emir  I 
received  every  attention,  and  arrived  at 
Abey  in  the  evening,  after  a  journey  of 
feven  leagues. 

This  village  was  once  the  relldence  of 
an  emir's  family,  which  is  now  entirely 
extind.  It  is  fituated  at  the  diftance  of 
two  leagues  from  a  large  town  named 
Dair-el-Kamar,  which  is  the  capital  of  the 
Drufan  countr)^,  and  the  feat  of  the  grand 
Emir  and  his  relations.  Its  pofition,  at 
three  leagues  dillance  from  the  fea,  and  one 
from  the  river  Tliamour,  is  by  far  the  iineft 
I  have  yet  met  vAth.  Abey  is  built  on 
the  third  flight  of  a  vafl  amphitheatre, 
formed  by  three  mountains  piled  one  above 
another,  and  occupying  the  whole  interven- 
ing 
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Jng  fpace  between  the  village  and  the 
Mediterranean.  From  tliis  lofty  ridge  the 
eye  commands  a  view  of  Sidon  and  Baruth, 
with  their  adjacent  plains.  The  defcent 
to  the  fecond  flight  is  formed  by  a  fmall 
ridge  or  Afs's  Back,  on  each  fide  of  which 
is  a  little  valley  at  the  bottom  of  a  very 
high  and  fteep  precipice :  both  vallies  are 
watered  by  a  copious  rivulet  of  fine  water, 
fupplied  by  the  fprings  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Abey.  Thefe  fprings  are  of  great 
ufe  in  watering  the  fides  of  the  mountain^s^ 
which,  notwithftanding  their  very  abrupt 
defcent,  are  drefied  in  an  amphitheatrical 
form,  and  planted  with  the  mulberry-tree. 
There  are  likewife  five  or  fix  other  fprings 
in  this  difl:ri<5l,  on  the  confines  of  v/hich 
the  traveller  finds  fquare  plantations  of  the 
walnut-tree. 

I  fixed  my  head  quarters  in  a  Capuchin 
convent,  from  the  fuperior  of  which  I  met 
with  kindnefs  and  hofpitality.  This  con- 
vent overlooks  five  or  fix  highland  villages, 
in  which  I  fpent  the  greater  part  of  my 
time ;  and  as  the  principal  objedl  of  this  ex- 
curfion  was  to  obferve  the  manners  of  a 

people 
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people  hitherto  but  little  known,  I  omit- 
ted nothing  that  could  introduce  me  to 
their  acquaintance  and  good  graces.  Be- 
lides  living  with  them,  I  aflifted  at  all 
their  ruftic  diverfions,  and  even  made 
myfelfufeful  by  herding  their  fheep  and 
goats ;  and  I  have  the  fatisfadion  to  think 
that  I  was  the  caufe  of  diminiiliing,  in  fome 
degree,  that  averiion  which,  contrary  to 
their  known  hofpitality,  and  the  regard 
they  profefs  to  entertain  for  Grangers,  they 
had  retained  again fl  the  French.  After 
conforming  to  the  life  of  a  favage  in 
America,  a  Bramin  in  India,  and  an  Arab 
in  the  defert,  I  was  now  a  fliepherd  on  the 
mountains  of  the  Drufes;  and  often  have 
I  admired  the  inftincft  of  my  goats,  who, 
after  bleating  and  ftamping  with  their  feet^ 
as  if  in  defiance  of  the  precipice  that  fepa- 
rated  them  from  the  flock,  bounded  with 
alacrity  to  the  oppofite  cliff.  The  extraor- 
dinary afped:  of  the  rocky  ridges,  which 
in  the  courfe  of  my  paftoral  employment 
I  had  frequently  occafion  to  obferve,  as  well 
as  the  focial  and  friendly  intercourfe  of  my 
fellow-fhepherds,  were  the  grateful  wages 

of 
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t)f  many   painful    and   difficult    excurfions 
over  the  diftant  hills. 

During  my  abode  in  this  country  I  af- 
fiftcd  at  feveral  funerals,  Drufan  as  well  as 
Chriftian ;  ceremonies  which,  with  a  little 
difference  in  the  form  of  their  prayers,  arc 
in  other  refpecSts  extremely  fimilar.  In  a 
few  hours  after  he  expires,  the  deceafed  is 
laid  out  under  a  tent,  dreffed  in  his  ordinary 
apparel  and  warlike  accoutrements  3  and 
the  more  devout  Drufes,  concerning  w^hom 
it  is  my  intention  to  fpeak,  place  likewife 
a  pious  book  in  his  hands.  The  women 
haften  from  all  quarters,  in  order  to  feat 
themfelves  around  the  corpfe,  and  to  bedew 
it  with  their  tears ;  while  the  men,  after 
making  the  vallies  to  refound  with  the 
mofh  difmal  cries  and  lamentations,  as  a 
lignal  to  the  adjacent  villages  of  the  event 
that  has  happened,  remain  in  deep  filence 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  tent.  In  a 
little  time  the  friends  of  the  deceafed  come 
flocking  from  their  refpe6tive  villages ;  and 
as  foon  as  they  are  perceived  at  the  tent, 
thi  nearelt  relations  take  up  the  body,  and 
fet  off  to  meet  them.     Having  joined  their 

acquaintances. 
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acquaintances,  they  carry  the  corpfe  (but  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  houfes)  round  the  vil- 
lage, expreiTing  the  moft  clamorous  regret  by 
cries  and  groans,  waving  their  handkerchiefs 
in   the   air,    and    gefliculating    with   their 
bodies  in  a  violent  manner.     The  corpfe 
is  now  returned    to    the    tent,   where  the 
v/omen  refume  their  former  fituation,  re- 
peating,  however,  their  part  of  the  cere- 
mony at  every  new  arrival  of  friends.     Thus 
the  dead  body   lies   in  a  kind  of  flate  till 
next  morning,  when  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village.  Christians  as  well  as  Drufes,  afTem- 
ble,   and  having  laid  it  on  a  bier,   carry  it 
out   before   the  door  in   profound  filence. 
Here  a  Catholic  or  Drufan  priefl,  accord- 
ing  to  the  religion  of  the  defundl,  begins 
the   fervice,   which  confifls   of  a   number 
of  prayers,  recited  in  a  low  tone  of  voice. 
The  preparations  for  the  departure  of  the 
bier  are  accompanied  v/ith  the  mofl  doleful 
howling  and  even  refiftance  of  the  women, 
who  feem  unable  to  brook  a  final  fepafation. 
Meanwhile  the  men  continue  with  mourn- 
ful gravity  as  paflive  fpedators.     At  length 
the  principal  mourners  retire  weeping  and 
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inconfokble  into  the  houfe,  when  it  is 
the  bufinels  of  the  men  to  condudt  the 
deceafed  to  his  grave.  When  the  funeral 
is  over,  the  ftrangers  are  invited  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  to  their  feveral 
houfes,  where,  while  they  commemorate 
the  virtues  of  the  dead,  they  entertain 
their  guefts  in  tlie  befl  manner  they  are 
able. 

I  now  paid  a  viiit  to  the  town  of  Dair-el- 
Kamar,  iituated  near  the  banks  of  the 
Thamour,  and  on  the  lide  of  a  mountain 
oppoiite  to  that  on  which  ftands  the  village 
of  Abey.  x  palled  the  river  by  a  bridge 
built  partly  over  a  cruft  of  petrified  clay, 
which  prefents  to  the  view  of  the  traveller 
rocks  that  had  been  immerfed  in  the  mud, 
and  tracks  occafioned  by  runs  of  water  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  period  of  its  petrifaction, 
El-Kamar  is  well  fupplied  v/ith  excellent 
water,  and  ftands  at  leafl  equally  high  Vv^ith 
the  village  of  Abey,  but  is  more  difficult 
of  accefs.  The  palaces  or  feraglios,  which 
belong  to  the  emirs  of  the  reigning  family, 
are  fine  buildings ;  the  churches  are  hand- 

fome. 
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forne,  and  built  In  good  tafte;  and  the 
houfes  of  fome  cheiks  and  commandants 
have  large  and  convenient  apartments ;  but 
the  reft  of  the  town,  confifts  of  mean  and 
ill-conflruded  habitations.  The  Drufes  do 
not  exceed  one  half  of  the  inhabitants, 
while  the  remainder  are  all  Maronites  and 
Greek  Catholics ;  for,  owing  to  the  ,zeal 
and  induftry  of  the  Capuchin  miflionaries, 
who  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years  have 
reflored  to  the  communion  of  the  Ro- 
miili  church  nearly  three-fourths  of  the 
nation,  there  are  at  prefent  only  a  very 
few  fchifmatic  Greeks  in  thefe  parts. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXVI. 

Government  aiia  political  regulations  of  the 
Land  of  Soiif. — Sagacity  of  the  grand  emir 
of  T'urkey  in  dividing  the  interefts  of  the 
cheiks  or  governors. — State  of  warfare  be- 
twixt  the  different  tribes. — Their  inveterate 
hatred  to  Jir angers. — Regulations  of  inter-' 
nal  policy^ 

TH  E  mountains  fouth   of  the  river 
Thamour  are   named   the  Land  of 
Souf,    though    Dair  -  el  -  Kamar   is    in   this 
diftrid:,  and  the  ordinary  refidence  of  the 
emirs.     As  many  of  the   emirs,  however, 
have  removed  to   Baruth,   they  are  by  no 
means  fo  powerful,  or  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  here,  as  upon  the  northern  parts  of 
the  river.     A  great  cheik  in  the  country  of 
Souf  frequently  eludes  the  homage  which 
he  owes  to  the  authority  of  the  grand  emir. 
The  third  and  lafl  divifion  of  the  mountains 
is  inhabited  by  cheiks  of  tolerably  regular 
Vol.  II,  R  and 
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and  quiet  manners,  as  well  as  by  two  fami- 
lies of  emirs,  who  are  proprietors  of  a  very 
confiderable  territory.  The  Chriftian  cheiks, 
or  the  defcendants  of  the  houfe  of  Gazen, 
who  are  the  great  lords  of  Quefrouan, 
though  poilefTcd  of  a  large  and  populous 
country,  give  little  interruption  to  the 
emir's  government.  The  fad:  feems  to 
be,  that  the  cheiks  being  extremely  nu- 
merous, but  broken  into  fmall  branches, 
are  incapable  of  uniting  in  one  body,  and 
confequently  of  forming  or  executing  any 
premeditated  plan  of  oppofition  to  his  au- 
thority; a  circumftance,  the  advantages 
accruing  from  which  to  his  tranquillity 
have  not  efcaped  the  fagacity  of  the  grand 
emir,  who,  by  fowing  diflention  and  jea- 
loufy  among  their  different  members,  is 
enabled  to  preferve  the  balance  of  power 
in  his  own  hands,  and  to  prevent  the  cheiks 
entering  into  any  dangerous  combination 
againft  him. 

The   forms   of   legal   procedure    within 
thefe     mountains     are    extremely    fimple. 
The  cheik  adminifters  juftice  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  his  own  village ;  but  in  termi- 
nating 
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ftating  their  fuits,  particularly  thofe  of  a 
civil  nature,  he  acfts  for  the  greater  part 
as  an  arbiter  or  umpire  between  the  par- 
ties. If  the  perfons  concerned  either  de- 
cUne  his  jurifdi6tion,  or  refufe  to  acquiefce 
in  his  decree,  he  may  appeal  to  the  court 
of  the  grand  emir,  who,  except  in  acflions 
of  property  fituated  in  Quefrouan,  and 
holding  of  the  houfe  of  Gazen,  or  be- 
longing to  inferior  emirs  pofleffing  an  ex- 
clulive  jurifdidilon  over  their  own  eflates, 
is  the  ultimate  and  fupreme  judge.  The 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  owing  to  the 
weak  ftate  of  civil  authority,  is  by  no  means 
fevere ;  and  hence  the  judge  feldom  at- 
tempts to  execute  a  more  rigorous  fentenec 
than  that  of  quartering  troops  on  the  delin- 
quent, or  burning  his  mulberry-plantations. 
The  apprehenfion  of  offenders  is  attended 
with  fuch  danger  and  difficulty,  as  to  ren^ 
der  the  inflidion  of  corporal  punifhment 
extremely  rare.  A  mountaineer  is  never 
feen  without  the  walls  of  his  cottage  un- 
provided with  a  dagger  or  fabre;  and  if  he 
propofes  to  go  to  any  confiderable  didance 
from  home,  he  is  armed  likewife  with  a 

R  2  gun 
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gun  and  piftols.  By  the  maxims  of  a  law 
which  cuflom  has  eftabliilied,  a  man  is 
warranted  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  to 
redrefs  his  own  wrongs  in  the  befl  manner 
he  can  ;  and  therefore  whoever  conceives 
himfelf  infulted,  difpatches  his  antagonift 
the  moment  he  finds  an  opportunity  of 
levelling  his  piece  at  him,  with  as  little 
concern  as  he  would  kill  a  woodcock. 

A  man  who  gives  his  daughter  in  mar- 
riage to  any  but  one  of  his  own  relations 
is  confidered  as  bringing  reproach  on  him- 
felf and  his  tribe:  and  I  have  been  told  that 
fuch  as  have  ventured  to  tranfgrefs  this  rule 
of  family  alliance  have  been  difpatched  by 
the  dagger,  before  the  confummation  of 
the  nuptials.  Families  of  the  fame  blood 
entertain  the  moil  clannifli  attachment, 
infomuch  that  whoever  offers  an  iniurv 
or 'affront  to  one,  is  held  to  be  in  a  ftate 
of  hoflility  with  the  whole  tribe.  In  a  cri- 
minal accufation,  befides  the  protedion  de- 
rived to  the  offender  from  the  combined 
force  of  his  own  kindred,  if  he  dreads  an 
obflinate  profecution  on  the  part  of  the 
family  offended,  or  at  the  inflance  of  the 

grand 
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grand  emir,  and  is  apprehenlive  that  all  the 
power  of  his  friends  will  be  unable  to 
avail  him,  he  retires  under  the  protedion 
of  fome  cheik  or  inferior  emir,  who,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  infamy  he  would  incur 
by  violating  the  rules  of  hofpitality,  flielters 
him  from  the  purfuit  of  his  enemies. 

The  emirs  and  cheiks  who  are  not 
related  to  the  reigning  family,  are  not 
entitled  to  take  into  their  fervice  and  pay, 
any  but  the  vaiTals  and  retainers  on  their 
own  eftates.  But  whoever  is  defcended 
from  the  family  of  the  grand  emir  may 
make  levies  all  over  the  mountains ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  tends  greatly  to  circum- 
fcribe  the  emir's  authority  whenever  a  dif- 
pute  happens  between  him  and  any  of 
his  relations.  Meanwhile  it  is  the  poli- 
cy and  conflant  bufinefs  of  the  Baflia  to 
create  and  foment  fuch  diffentions,  no  lefs 
with  a  view  to  weaken  the  authority  of  the 
emir's  government,  than,  by  becoming  at 
lafl:  the  umpire  of  their  quarrels,  to  afford 
himfelf  an  opportunity  of  extorting  prefents 
from  both  parties.  The  differences  which 
pccafionally  arife  between   the   emirs  and 
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cheiks  are  never  of  equally  ferlous  confe-j 
quenceswith  thofe  between  individual  fami-t 
lies.    The  recruits  which  both  parties  bring 
into  the  field  confift  of  men  who  have  no 
llronger  motive  to  adlion  than  their  own  ca- 
price, or  the  ties  of  acquaintance,  to  prefer 
the  pay  of  one  emir  or  cheik  to  that   of 
another.     As  branches  of  the  fame  family 
are  fometimes  fcattered  in  feparate  villages, 
and  fubje(?t  to  different  chiefs,  it  frequent- 
ly happens   that  the    father  and  fon   find 
themfelves  oppofed  to  each  other.  The  two 
armies,   however,  thus    compofed,  are  al- 
ways fufficiently  careful   not   to  flied   thq 
blood  of  their  friends,  out  of  compliment 
to  their  leaders.     The  chief  mifchief  to  be 
apprehended  in  fuch  fituations,  is   a  great 
deal  of  clamour,  riot,  and  confufion.     As 
foon  as  the  armies  are  in  prefence  of  each 
other,  the   chciks  and  heads   of  the  pea- 
fantry    deliver   their  fentiments    upon    the 
matter  3  and  as  every  one   thinks  himfelf 
entitled  to  a  Ihare  in  the  adminiflration  of 
affairs,   the  troops   in  general    canvafs  the 
grounds  of  the  difpute  in  their  turn.     If 
the  popular  opinion  happens  to  be  in  fa- 
I  vour 
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vour  of  a  pacification,  it  is  intimated  by 
the  cheiksjo  the  commanders  in  chief,  who 
commonly  find  it  expedient  to  accede  to 
the  terms  dictated  by  their  retainers.  But 
fhould  the  terms  of  accommodation,  infift- 
cd  upon  by  the  parties,  be  fo  widely  dif- 
ferent as  to  preclude  all  hopes  of  accom- 
modation, the  congrefs  breaks  up,  and  after 
committing  fome  devaftation  on  the  ene- 
my's mulberry-plantations,  every  man  re- 
turns to  his  own  houfe,  fatisfied  with  what 
he  has  performed.  The  peafant,  there- 
fore, befides  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
difplaying  his  military  talents,  pockets  the 
pay  of  the  emir  for  his  fervices,  and  returns 
to  his  plough,  the  only  perfon  benefited 
by  the  campaign. 

But  if  their  intefline  quarrels  are  tame 
and  inoffenfive,  the  wars  they  wage  again  ft 
ftrangers  are  proportionally  fanguinary  and 
fierce  -,  and  hence  that  terror  with  which 
they  are  regarded  by  ail  around  them,  Va-  j 
rious  inftances  render  the  fad;  undoubted, 
that  a  mountaineer  undertakes  afialTination 
at  the  command  of  the  emir,  and  frequently 
goes  alone,  and  in  cold  blood,  to  execute 
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his  purpofc  on  the  devoted  vidim,  whether 
in  the  city  or  the  camp.  A  Drufan  fome 
time  fince  ftabbed  the  Aga  of  the  cufloms 
at  Sidon,  in  the  prefence  of  his  clerks, 
^hilfl  the  friend  of  the  affafTin,  a  Maronite, 
flood  at  the  gate  of  the  town  with  a  piftol 
in  one  hand  and  a  fabre  in  the  other,  in  or- 
der to  cover  the  murderer's  retreat. 

The  money  or  tribute  payable  to  the 
Grand  Signior  is  levied  by  the  emir  from 
the  cheiks,  who  apportion  it  in  their  turn 
on  their  refpedtive  villages,  and  colleift  it 
from  individuals  by  a  fair  affefTment.  But 
in  fuch  villages  as  hold  diredly  of  the 
grand  emir,  this  tax  is  impofed  by  a  rate 
fixed  in  an  aflembly  of  the  inhabitants.  It 
is  competent  to  thefe  aflemblies  to  delibe- 
rate and  decide  on  all  bufmefs  of  national 
concern,  fuch  as  public  repairs,  and  the  befl 
methods  of  improving  and  cultivating  the 
foil.  The  taxes  are  inconfiderable,  and  im- 
pofed with  ftridl  impartiality,  according  to 
every  man's  property  in  land  or  cattle.  The 
wealth  of  the  people  at  large  confifls  chiefly 
in  goats,  which  occafion  no  expence,  and 
but  little  attention  -,  for  fuch  is  the  ge- 
nial 
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nial  warmth  of  this  climate,  that  at  one  de- 
irree  of  elevation,  or  another,  in  thefe  re- 
gions,  the  inhabitants  are  aiTured  of  fine 
pafture  at  all  feafons  of  the  year. 


CHAP.     XXVII. 

Various  particulars  refpe&i?2g  the  cujioms  and 
religious  tenets  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  land 
of  Souf, — I'he  Author  returns  to  Baruth, 
and  afterwards  vifits  Mafra  and  feveral 
other  villages  in  the  province  of  ^efrouan. 
Comparifon  betwixt  the  tnanners  and  prifi^ 
ciples  of  the  Greeks  and  Arabs. 

ONE  half  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  land 
of  Souf  are  Chriftians ;  a  third  are 
Catholic  Greeks ;  and  the  rell:  Maronites. 
The  fchifmatic  Greeks  are  fo  inconfiderable 
in  number  as  to  be  of  little  confequence. 
In  the  other  diftrids  of  thefe  mountains 
one  half  of  the  people  are  of  the  fed:  of 
Maronites,  with  very  few  either  of  fchil- 
piatic  or  Catholic  Greeks  j  the  other  half 

are 
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are  compofed  of  Drufes,  divided  into  two 
ckfTes :  the  firft  have  no  other  religion  than 
that  of  nature;  while  the  fecond,  named 
Acquelle  or  fpiritual  Drufes,  are  the  votaries 
of  a  rehgion,  the  principles  of  which  are 
altogether  unknown.  The  honour  of  be- 
longing to  this  clafs  is  not  to  be  attained 
by  birth,  but  by  a  life  of  fnnplicity,  inno- 
cence, and  religious  penitence.  Its  votaries 
appear  drefled  in  black,  or  in  a  flriped  gar- 
ment black  and  v/hite,  wear  a  white  tur- 
ban, but  of  a  modeft  form,  and  are  not  al- 
lowed, by  the  rules  of  their  order,  to  carry 
arm.s,  except  w^hen  all  the  cheiks  take  the 
Beld,  or  in  cafes  of  the  greateft  emergency. 
Dreading  to  become  accefTaries  to  the  guilt 
of  thofe  who  may  have  acquired  property 
by  unjuft  or  unfair  means,  they  never  eat 
with,  nor  will  receive  a  prefent,  but  from 
men  of  the  mofl:  irreproachable  charade rs. 
Much  of  their  time  is  fpent  in  reading  the 
five  books  of  Mofes,  which  in  Arabic  are 
named  Taura,  and  at  ftated  times  they  af- 
femble  to  pray  in  their  oratories ;  but  what 
thefe  oratories  contain  I  neither  had  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  myfelf,  nor  of  learn- 
ing 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  2'! 

jflg  from  Others.  On  the  days  allotted  to 
prayer  and  the  lervices  of  the  oratory,  they 
keep  watch  upon  the  neighbouring  hills  to 
the  diftance  cf  half  a  league  all  around.  In 
houfes,  named  caloue^  fituatcd  on  the  tops  of 
the  moll  deep  and  inacceflible  rocks,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  their  villages,  the  moft  de- 
vout of  this  order  lliut  themfclves  up  for 
feveral  weeks  together.  Some,  I  was  affured, 
admit  penitents  to  auricular  confeilion,  whofe 
iins  urR-e  them  to  fcek  confoktion  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  this  Chriftian  privilege.  The  me- 
mory of  thofe  Acquelle  who  die,  as  they 
exprefs  it,  in  the  fweet  odours  of  holinefs,  i^ 
held  in  the  deepeft  veneration,  while  their 
bodies  have  the  honour  to  be  depofited  in 
the  little  oratoiy.  They  pradlice  great  au- 
flerities,  failing,  prayer,  and  an  entire  abfti- 
nence  from  every  fpecies  of  pleafure.  One 
example  I  had  occafion  to  obferve  in  a  fpi- 
ritual  at  Abey,  who  fubfifted  on  bread  and 
water  alone.  In  this  village  is  the  body  of 
an  ancient  Drufan,  an  objed:  of  great  vene- 
ration over  the  whole  country.  The  Ac- 
quelle enter  our  churches  with  a  mode  ft, 
collected,  and  refpectfui  deportment,  and  in 

this 
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this  particular  fet  an  example  to  all  Chrif- 
tians ;  though  it  muft  be  allowed  that  the 
Chriftians  of  thefe  parts  have  a  much  more 
devout  behaviour  at  divine  worlhip  than  is 
always  to  be  met  with  in  Europe.  In  fine, 
many  of  the  Acquelle  feem  to  attend  with 
fatisfadiion  to  the  truths  of  the  gofpel ,  but 
the  fear  of  ridicule,  and  the  forfeiture  of  their 
goods,  prefent  great  difficulties  to  their  con- 
verfion.  Hence  the  reafon  why  the  labours  of 
our  Capuchin  miffionaries,  who,  by  their  zeal, 
the  purity  of  their  manners,  and  particularly 
their  fkill  in  the  pracftice  of  medicine,  are 
highly  refpe(5ted  in  this  country,  have  been 
of  fo  little  avail.  The  purity  and  piety  of 
their  lives,  however,  procuring  them  accefs 
to  the  firil  families,  feveral  of  the  emirs' 
\f  ives  have  been  converted  to  the  Chriftian 
faith.  The  converfion  of  the  mothers  has 
led  to  the  baptifm  of  fome  of  their  chil- 
dren, with  the  confent  of  the  emir  himfelf, 
who  from  his  high  rank  is  in  a  condition  to 
defpife  the  cenfure  and  reproach  of  his 
neighbours.  I  have  fome  reafon  to  believe 
that  there  are  emirs  who  would  have  little 
pbjcdlion  to  be  baptifed  themfelves,  provided 

the 
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the  court  of  Rome,  in  con fi deration  of  in- 
ward conformity,  would  difpenfe  with  their 
obfervance  of  the  external  rites  of  the 
church. 

The  other  clafs  of  Drufes  is  extremely- 
rude  and  uninformed ;  and  though  fome 
of  them  are  faid  to  worihip  the  true  God, 
they  may  be  confidered  in  general  as  hav- 
ing no  fixed  religious  opinions  whatever. 
I  am  told  they  fometimes  read  the  Taura, 
or  books  of  Mofes ;  but  I  can  only  fay,  from 
my  own  obfervation,  that  in  their  perfons, 
and  deportment  they  are  much  more  bar- 
barous and  uncultivated  than  either  the 
Chriftians  or  their  more  pious  brethren 
the  Acquelle.  Among  thefe  Drufes,  how- 
ever, I  have  known  men  of  very  good  cha- 
rader.  They  value  themfelves  highly  on 
their  perlbnal  courage ;  and  I  am  not  fure 
that  my  bad  opinion  of  their  morals  may 
not  proceed  from  prejudice  and  their  out- 
ward appearance. 

That  very  extenfive  valley  ftretching  in 
length  from  Sidon  to  the  river  Ibrahim,  in 
breadth  from  the  fea  to  Beca,  and  iituated 
between  the  mountains  o^  the  Drufes  and 

thofe 
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thofc  of  Damafcus,  properly  named  Anti- 
Libanus,  is  wholly  under  the  dominion  of 
the  grand  emir.  The  tribes  inhabiting  the 
country  between  Sidon  and  the  rivef  Tha- 
mour  are  brave,  well  made  in  their  per- 
fons,  and  confiderably  civilized.  From  the 
Thamour  all  the  v^ay  to  the  province  of 
Quefrouan  the  charadier  of  the  people  is 
more  rude  and  ferocious.  The  natives  of 
Quefrouan  are  lefs  arrogant,  but  impatient 
of  Grangers,  and  addided  to  revenge.  Laft- 
]y,  in  the  country  above  Quefrouan,  known 
by  the  name  of  Anti-Qjefrouan,  the  man- 
ners of  the  people  are  fli!l  move,  coarfe  and 
favage ;  and  thus  I  was  able  to  diftinguifh 
four  different  fliaci-js  of  character  in  the  na^ 
tives  of  thefe  mountains.  Except,  how- 
ever, in  certain  peculiarities,  the  manners 
of  the  country  in  general  are  very  much 
the  fame.  Although  a  ftrangcr,  I  lived  i«i 
their  villages  without  the  leaft  apprehen* 
fion  either  of  robbery  or  aflaffination  5  and> 
during  the  three  months  I  pafTed  at  Abey, 
flept  in  a  garden  near  the  great  road,  with- 
out wall  or  fence  of  any  kind,  and  without 
meeting  with  the  fmalleft  diflurbance. 

I  had 
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I  had  eafy  accefs  to  the  fociety  of  twelve 
villages  in  the  neidibourhood.  Near  that 
of  Roche-maya  I  was  fhewn  the  enormous 
fragment  of  a  mountain,  which,  undermin- 
ed, in  procefs  of  time  had  rolled  down 
into  a  valley  watered  by  the  Thamour.  A 
village  and  feveral  little  hamlets  lay  buried 
under  the  ruins,  and  the  courfe  of  the  cur- 
rent was  for  fome  time  completely  inter- 
rupted ',  but  the  river  gradually  wafliing 
away  the  loofe  and  earthy  parts  of  the  mafs, 
at  length  recovered  its  ufual  channel. 

I  now  quitted  my  abode  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  in  order  to  make  a  fecond 
vifit  to  Mafra-Cafan  de  Bian,  which,  as  I 
had  occafion  to  mention  in  my  iirfl  ex- 
pedition, is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the 
higheft  mountain  in  Quefrouan ;  I  there- 
fore proceeded  to  Baruth,  and  after  vifiting 
my  acquaintances  at  Aintoura  and  Jelton, 
foon  joined  my  good  friend  the  paftor  of 
Mafra,  where,  though  in  the  end  of  June, 
I  found  the  houfes  ftill  occupied  by  the 
filk-worm,  which  fupplies  the  general  and 
mofl  lucrative  objedl  of  commerce  in  thefe 


regions. 


I  likcwife 


256       TRAVELS    ROUND    THE    WORLti^ 

I  likewife  vifited  a  village  named  Beca 
Touta,  whofe  cheik  the  preceding  year  had 
conduced  me  to  view  the  infcription  of 
Elfogra  :  he  was  very  happy  to  fee  me, 
and  under  his  prote(ftion  I  went  to  vifit  a 
handfome  female  convent  of  Greek  Catho- 
lics. This  building  was  eredted  by  a  rich 
merchant  of  Damafcus,  who  after  fmarting 
long  under  the  yoke  of  Turkifh  fervitude> 
had  retired  to  pafs  the  evening  of  his  life 
in  the  quiet  of  thefe  mountains.  I  faw 
alfo,  in  a  fequeftered  corner  of  the  fame 
diftrid:,  the  eftates  of  the  Befconta  emirs, 
v^ho  are  efteemed  men  of  great  power  and 
confequence. 

Having  now  made  a  confiderable  flay 
in  this  part  of  Afia,  and  being  inclined  to 
pafs  into  Europe  without  lofs  of  time,  I 
proceeded  diredly  to  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  a  port 
much  frequented  by  the  trading  fliips  of 
Marfeilles. 

At  Baruth,  Sidon,  and  flill  more  at  this 
place,  I  made  acquaintance  with  families 
of  Greek  origin,  whofe  manners  are  by 
no  means  equally  pure  with  thofe  of  the 
Arabs,  and  whofe  minds,  formed  to  all  that 
2  delicacy 
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delicacy,  art,  and  fubtlety  difcoverable  in 
the  refinement  of  their  language,  are  far 
from  being  agreeable  to  my  fentiments. 
In  exchange  for  the  honeft  heart,  manly 
good  fenfe,  and  naive  vivacity  of  the  Arab, 
though  at  times  a  little  ferocious  in  his 
temper,  I  could  find  nothing  in  them  but 
the  ftudied  levity  of  a  deceitful  and  inte- 
refted  mind.  This  led  me  to  make  a  brief 
comparilbn  between  the  different  races  of 
untutored  men  I  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  iri  the  courfe  of  my  travels  ;  and 
having  confidered  them  in  their  manners, 
the  entire  freedom  of  their  fituation,  and 
their  peculiar  vigour  both  of  mind  and 
body,  I  am  obliged  to  hefitate  between 
the  Arab  and  American  favage :  perhaps, 
however,  the  principles  of  acflion  in  the 
former  ought  to  throw  the  fcale  in  his 
favour,  in  preference  to  any  other  defcrip- 
tion  of  men  whatever.  The  pleafant  and 
dexterous  genius  of  the  Bifiayan  Indians, 
the  fuavity  of  manners  inherent  in  the  na- 
tives of  India,  and  that  goodnefs  of  heart 
common  to  all  thefe  fimple  people,  united 
to  the  fuperior  excellency  of  their  climate 
Vol.  II.  S  and 
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and  foil,  give  them  many  advantages  in  my 
mind  over  the  condition  of  Europeans,  whe- 
ther confidered  with  regard  to  country,  cli- 
mate, or  manners. 


CHAP.     XXVIII. 

The  Author  embarks  at  St,  'Jean  d'Acre  for 
Marfeilles. — The  njejel  touches  at  Limba, 
a  Turki/b  port,  where  fie  is  in  danger  of 
heing  detained. — The  cofitempt  in  which -the 
French^  and  other  European  merchants,  in 
the  TurkiJIo  ports,  are  held  by  the  Turks, 
accounted  for, — After  touching  at..^Tunis, 
the  Author  at  length  reaches  Marfeilles^ 

ETTING  fail  for  Marfeilles  in  the 
end  of  June  1771,  we  bore  away  for 
the  ifland  of  Cyprus  -,  which  having  coafl- 
cd  with  a  weflerly,  and  confequently  a  con- 
trary wind,  prevalent  in  thofe  parts  during 
the  fummer  months,  we  ftretched  north- 
ward in  order  to  catch  the  breeze  from  that 

quarter. 
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quarter,  and  accordingly  found    it  on   the 
coaft  of  Caramania.     It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  I  had  experienced  a  Weft  wind  ever 
fince   my   departure    from    Surat;    a   wind 
which  blows  generally,  during  the  fummer 
feafon,    from   the  line  all  the  way  to  the 
illand  of  Candia ;   generally  I  fiy,  for  we 
muft  except  certain  intervals,  in  which  the 
land  breeze  prevails.     As  foon  as  we  came 
upon  the  coaft  of  the  gulph  of  Sat  alia  ^  we 
faw  a  fmall  veflH,  which,  getting  into  our 
wake,  bore  down  upon  us  with   full   fall. 
We  were  apprehenfive  ftie  might  prove  one 
of  thofe   piratical  cruizers,  which  the  Ruf- 
fian and    French   armed  fliips   had  driven 
from    the    Archipelago    into    thofe   parts; 
and  though  we  obferved  only  one  man  on 
board,  who    was   at   the  helm,  we  fired  a 
{hot;  but  ftie  perfifted  in  her  courfe,  and  it 
was  not  till  we  had  repeated  our  falute  that 
{he  at  laft  chofe  to  fheer  off. 

As  wc  approached  the  fouthern  coaft  of 
the  illand  of  Rhodes,  finding  we  were  in 
want  of  water,- we  touched  at  an  out-port 
named    Limba    from   an   adjacent   village. 
About  half  way  from  the  top  of  a  moun- 

S  2  tain 
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tain  in  its   vicinity  ftand  the  ruins  of  two 
forts,  which   were   anciently  buiit   by  the 
knights    of   Rhodes.      We   were    fupplied 
with  water  and  freih  provifions  from  the 
Grecian  villages ;  but  I  could  not  help  con- 
ilantly  comparing  the  refmed  Greek  with 
the  hardy  Arabian ;  the  Greek's  cruel  fer- 
vitude  under    the  Turk,  with   that   high- 
fpirited   freedom  and  independence  which 
cleave  to  the  unpolifhed  but  manly  life  of 
the  Arab  3   the  polifhed  addrefs,  nice  food, 
fmart  apparel,  and  neat  apartments  of  the 
former,  with  the  coarfe  and  rude  ftate  of  all 
thofe  articles  that  fall  to  the  (hare  of  the 
latter ;  and  was  upon  the  whole  confirmed, 
that  in  all  focieties  of  men,  a  high  flate  of  ci- 
vilization and  refinement  are  certain  prefages 
of  approaching  decline.     I   obferved  with 
fincere  concern  how  widely  thofe  two  races 
of  men  dlfTcr  from  each  other  in  their  no- 
tions of  happinefs,  the  cbjed:  of  their  joint 
purfuit.     The   Greek  is   gay,   but  felfifli ; 
poor,  and  yet  nice  in  every  thing  that  re- 
lates to   the  gratification  of  his  appetites. 
The  Arab  is  lively  and  generous,  equally 
poor  with  the  Greek ;  but  has  few  wants 
X  that 
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that  can  occalion  him  a  moment's  pain  or 
inquietude.  What  an  extreme  difference 
between  thefe  two  nations  !  and  how  badly 
calculated  the  one  to  attain  real  happinefs, 
compared  with  the  other  !  The  moll  mi- 
ferable  of  the  two,  however,  pailes  his  days 
amidft  all  the  advantages  of  an  indul;jcnt 
iky ;  whllft  the  other  roams  the  face  of  a 
naked  defert,  which  in  many  refped-s  is 
unpropitious  to  the  contented  enjoyment  of 
life. 

Perceiving  fymptoms  of  fufpicion  in  the 
Turks  that  we  had  come  hither  in  order  to 
procure  provilions  for  the  ^R.uffian  fliips, 
we  made  hafte  to  get  again  under  weigh ; 
and,  indeed,  we  had  no  fooner  got  clear 
of  the  bay,  than  we  obferved  a  veflel  near 
the  fhore,  fteaiing  towards  us  with  little 
fail.  She  prefently  difcovered  by  our  mo- 
tions that  fhe  had  not  efcaped  our  obfer- 
vation,  and  therefore,  fetting  all  her  can- 
vafs,  inftantly  gave  us  chace.  As  we  would 
not  betray  our  apprehenfions  of  danger,  we 
hoifled  our  flag  and  pendant;  but  the  ene- 
my, which  proved  to  be  a  chebec  with 
Turkifh  colours,  probably  miftaking  us  for 

S3  a  fhip 
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a  flilp  of  war,  when  flie  came  a  little 
nearer  fuddcnly  bore  away,  a  clrcumftance 
which  gave  us  no  Imall  fatisfaclion :  for, 
had  we  been  vifited,  as  a  part  of  our  cargo 
confided  of  rice,  contrary  to  an  ordinance 
of  the  Porte,  we  muft  have  been  carried 
back  to  the  iiland  of  Rhodes,  where  it  is 
difficult  to  fay  how  long  we  might  have 
been  detained. 

I  was  extremely  forry  to  obferve  the  very 
little  regard  entertained  by  the  Turks  for 
Europeans  in  general,  and  particularly  for 
the  French.  The  confideration  of  what 
might  have  been  the  ilTue  of  our  being 
attacked  and  captured  by  this  chebec  na- 
turally led  me  to  thefe  reflections  j  and  I 
brought  under  review  what  I  had  learned 
from  others,  as  well  as  what  I  had  obferved 
myfelf,  refpedling  our  commerce  and  fac^ 
tories  in  Syria,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Levant.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  belides  the 
difference  of  religion  and  manners  fubiift- 
ing  between  us  and  the  Aliatics,  which 
neccffarily  gives  occafion  to  a  mutual 
eftrangement,  the  condu(St  of  the  French 
in   thofe   countries   contributes    ftili   more 

to 
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to  leilen  our  confcquence  in  the  efllmatioa 
of  the  Turks. 

I  obferved  that  our  merchants  in  the 
fea-ports  of  the  Levant  are  often  obliged 
to  haften  their  commercial  tranfailions 
in  order  to  fatlsfy  the  demands  of  their 
European  correfpondents  ; — that  they  con^ 
du(ft  themfelves  with  Httle  method  or  ftea- 
dinefs  in  their  engagenients  with  the  na- 
tives, whofe  uniform  accuracy .  in  buiinefs 
forms  a  flriking  contraft  to  the  giddi- 
nefs  and  levity  of  the  European  merchant ; 
— that  the  Turkifli  governors,  from  an  ex- 
treme intimacy  which  fubhlls  between 
them  and  the  merchants,  are  but  too  well 
acquainted  with  their  commercial  as  well 
as  private  affairs,  and  hence  have  it  in 
jtheir  power  to  thwart  fuch  fchemes  and 
fpeculations  of  the  conful  and  company 
as  may  not  coincide  with  their  own  views ; 
— that  certain  favoured  houfes,  named  i^ara- 
tairesy  make  themfelves  fub^Tvient  to  the 
finiller  policy  of  the  bailia  refpedting  mo- 
nopolies, pravflices  to  which  he  finds  him- 
felf  invited  by  the  meannefs  and  fervility 
of  the  merchants ;  while  he  is  thence  em- 
boldened 
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boldened  to  refufe  their  reafonable  requefts 
as  often  as  he  may  find  it  expedient.  I 
will  not  fay  that  it  is  always  improper 
in  the  merchant  to  make  prefents  to  the 
governor,  or  even  to  affift  him  with  mo- 
ney in  cafes  of  emergency;  but  I  main- 
tain, that  the  merchant  ought  to  poffefs 
fuch  a  degree  of  fpirit  and  independence 
as  fhould  enable  him  to  refift  thofe  loans, 
which  are  equivalent  to  extortion,  and 
have  no  other  object  than  the  gratification 
of  official  avarice.  Good  offices,  feafonably 
and  frankly  beftowed,  are  no  lefs  formed 
to  engage  the  gratitude  and  efleem  of  a 
high-minded  people  like  the  Turks,  than 
fervices,  originating  in  fear,  and  performed 
in  a  fneaking  and  defpicable  manner,  are 
fitted  to  excite  their  contempt. 

The  French  have  a  certain  number  of 
{hips  conftantly  employed  in  the  Levant 
as  carriers  for  the  Turkiili  merchants. 
But  I  am  doubtful  whether  the  pro- 
fits returned  by  this  JDranch  of  traffic 
into  the  national  coffers  can  be  laid  to 
be  equivalent  to  the  defertion  of  our 
feamen,  the  corruption  of  their  manners, 

and 
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and  that  lofs  of  reputation  which,  by  be- 
coming the  hirehngs  of  ftrangers,  we  fuflain 
as  a  kingdom,  in  the  eflimation  of  the 
Turks.  Whatever  might  be  the  fentiments 
of  a  Dutchman  or  Ragufan  upon  a  point 
in  which  intereft  and  honour  are  fo  much 
at  variance,  I  am  confident  no  Englifhman 
or  Spaniard  would  be  inclined  to  follow 
our  example. 

The  European  conful  in  the  Levant  fel- 
dom  tranfa(fls  bufinefs  with  the  governor 
but  by  the  mouth  of  his  dragoman,  who 
has  often  little  acquaintance  with  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  and  is  always  b^fely 
fubfervient  to  the  will  of  the  baflia  and  his 
fubordinate  officers.  Hence  the  requifi- 
tions  of  the  conful  have  little  weight ;  and 
unlefs  methods  more  perfuafive  than  the 
mediation  of  the  dragoman  can  be  dcvifed, 
have  little  chance  of  being  complied  with. 
If  an  affair  of  fome  delicacy  and  impor- 
tance comes  to  be  negociated  through  the 
medium  of  the  dragoman,  an  arrogant  ba- 
fha,  forgetting  the  refpe(ft  due  to  a  great 
nation,  is  apt  to  treat  the  French,  in  the 
perfon  of  fo  humble  a  reprefentative,  with 

infolencc 
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inlblence  and  indignity ;  whereas  a  man 
invefted  with  the  comn^Iflion,  and  a  cer- 
tain part  of  the  fovereign's  delegated  au-. 
thority,  is  a  character  cf  a  more  impofing 
nature,  and  would  accordingly  obtain  much 
more  coniideration. 

We  continued  our  Voyage  by  the  channel 
of  Candia ;  and  afterwards,  dired:ing  our 
courfe  for  the  coaft  of  Malta,  on  the  15th 
of  Oclober  came  to  anchor  at  that  illand* 
Here  I  met  with  feveral  French  frigates, 
on  board  of  which  were  fome  old  com- 
panions, whofe  friendil^iip  for  me  was 
not  impaired  by  tny  long  abfence. 

We  again  put  to  fea,  and  after  a  navi- 
gation of  fix  days,  the  (hip's  owner  having 
bulinefs  at  Tunis,  ftood  for  that  port,  where 
I  was  kindly  received  by  the  French 
conful.  By  his  means  I  became  acquaint- 
ed with  feveral  Mahometans,  whofe  dif- 
pofitions  feemed  more  analogous  to  the 
amiable  qualities  of  the  Bedouin  Arabs  of 
Bailbra.  and  Mafcate,  than  to  the  harfli 
and  imperious  manners  of  the  Syrian  Muf- 
fulmen.  We  got  again  under  fail;  but 
being   much   retarded  by  contrary  winds, 

it 
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it  was  not  till  the  27  th  of  November  that 
we  reached  the  coaft  of  Sardinia,  where  we 
put  in,  and  remained  two  days  in  the  gulph 
of  Palma.  In  this  place,  fo  near  to  my 
native  country,  I  difcerned  with  fmcere 
pleafure  fome  remains  of  man's  natural 
flmplicity,  which  revived  all  my  regret 
for  the  honeft  and  undcpraved  manners  of 
our  anceftors. 

The  firfl  perfon  who  attracted  my  notice 
on  fhore,  was  a  man  with  a  lonp-  beard, 
brawny  and  vigorous,  who  in  thick  and 
fubflantial  clothing  tended  a  large  herd 
of  cattle,  as  they  grazed  a  piece  of  marfhy 
ground  on  the  borders  of  the  road.  He 
was  mounted  on  a  beautliul  horfe,  with  a 
gun  flung  acrofs  his  fhoulders.  His  dwel- 
ling was  among  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains, where,  a  ftranger  to  refined  and 
degenerate  manners,  he  adhered  to  the  an- 
cient and  iimple  ufages  of  his  fathers  ;  and 
where  his  own  courage  and  independence 
of  mind  had  hitherto  in  fome  mcafure  fet 
the  arms  of  the  conjqueror  at  defiance. 
The  neatnefs  and  fimplicity  of  his  drefs, 
the  firm  and  manly  expreffion  of  his  eye, 

and 
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and  the  excellent  condition  of  his  flocks, 
as  well  as  the  dexterity  he  difplayed  in 
the  management  of  his  horfe  and  gun, 
were  in  my  mind  powerful  arguments 
for  his  continuing  to  defpife  the  artificial 
education  of  the  citizen,  and  to  cherifh 
the  ruftic  and  (imple  manners  of  his  native 
hills. 

Having  again  put  to  J(ea,  we  left  the  coaft 
of  Sardinia  on  the  weft  -,  pafled  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  ifland  of  Corfica  ;  and 
after  a  paflage  af  (eytn  days,  entering  the 
gulph  of  Marfeilles,  landed  on  the  ifle 
Pomegues,  a  place  deftined  for  the  quaran- 
tine of  all  fuch  vefiels  as  arrive  from  the 
ports  of  the  Levant.  Next  day,  being  the 
5th  of  December  1771,  I  entered  the  in- 
firmary of  Marfeilles,  in  order  to  perform 
quarantine; — and  gave  thanks  to  God,  for 
having  condu(fted  me  in  fafety  to  the  end 
of  my  travels. 
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